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DEFTXVD I4TOMUII rS RIGHTS

The Corrie anti_abortion bill is part of a selies of attacks
oulrently being J.aunched on the rights and living standards of
workiug c1a66 h,omen 3

Cute in the health erd aocial acrulces oeaa fewe! jobst
but nalce lore rrork to be doae, rmlnld, ia the hone
lookiag after the sick and elderly.

Ihe abolition or reduction of 6choo1 46e!l n yl]l aqucaze
the fauily budget and wi1l also nean more work at home"

Cutbacks in nursery aad. an:reery scbool placee trlIl tie
noraen to the hone for longer.

Uhile fup1oym€nt Ssclq6ary .Ianes prior has temporariJ-y
abandoned his direct attack on maternity leave provision, the
Governnent and the employers have not abandoned their overa.Ll iateqtiolof neakeni.ag the abili$r of workiag class women to organise to defend.jobs and irnprove wages.

Patrick Jenkins, Social Services Secretary, recently announcedthat ,tstate help for working mothers should be reetricted to partisulaflyneedy c€rsesrr because rt
6ar.vatioD, the nore .""I"rI1""',i::"j:;-*::;fX.":I'[]1"."."*
that Beans rA Wonan rs place is in the homer doing, for free, the workthe health and eocial services u€ed to do.

Corrie rs bil1. complenente these other attacks. Uhateveraneadneate may be nade t
reduce. women rs,isLt to "::;":it"f"HH"T::::il;r::"TIr*idea that their first and rnatural r consem is with hone and fanily.

Ue nust reply by goiug onto the attack to defend and extend ourright6, fi6ht unemployment and inflation:

For f , hlonaa te Rfuht to l{orik - No to all rl{ouen out r115g r
solutione. Occupy firas declariag nedundauciee. For wor.kshariag rith no Lose of pay. For nationalisatiou r,rithoutcoupeosation under rorkers control.



Iisht A]1 Cuts . For direct action including strikes and
occupations. Oppose. all rate and rent riees. Demand Iabour
Council-s refuse to impleuent the cuts. Freeze council
repayments to the banis and noney lending houses. Nationalise
these without conpensation.

tr'or Free and Eull- Nursery ProvLs10n , after school play
facilities' and free s.chool mea1s.

For r}ee Abortion on Deuaa4. For adequate day care abortion
facilities and conilaceptiVe arrd ad.vice centres.
For Direct.Action to Snash the Corrie Bill

For Equal Pay and a NationaL Mininum Wage Now.

For wage rises to keep pace wj.th the cost of J.iving -1%
wage Iise for every l% rise in prices.
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BUII,D A I./ORKING CI,ASS WOMEN IS }OTIEMENT

liho can lead the fi8htback? The labour leaders now protestingagainst the cuts and posing as the fr:*ends of v/orking uomen are the oneswho paved the way for the current attacks. fhe rl-eft r leaders like Berur,n:. u"" now criticisdg the last Iabour Gorrennent, were enlij"tptt in itspo-Lac1es.

Comr:rited to maintaining the capitalist systen, labour startedthe cuts, presided over a massive rise in EnetrploJrment and attacked
living standards with the social contract. rt tried to smash the public
sector fight for decent wages last winter. Ttre Iabour Government rs
concessi'ons on womenrs riShts contained in the sex Discrimination and Equal
Pay Act were produced only as the result of j-ntense pressure frorn women
trade unionists aad activists" In the absence of such pressure, over JOIabour MPs felt able to vote for the second readin6 of the Corrie 8i11,
going against le.bour party policy" !^/e say to those who stj,Il pin their
hopes on ra.bour, we wi.r-I join you in thc fight to force these leaders
to carry out policies in the interests of the working class - but remember
their recordi

Nor can the trade union leaders be trusted. The platform speakers
at todayra demonstration are fair weather friends. T?rey refused to fight
the Labour Governmentrs attacks ald now they want to keep a tight hold
on the rnovement against the Tories.

We need a movement that can cha]-lenge these leaders, put them to
the test and organise independently. And if the particular needs of working
wooen are not to be forgotten, we need. to buildia class women I s
movement " The presentrwonenrs movement r is totalfy inadequate for the
tasks that now face us. ft is not only fragmented ard directionless _ its
political aims are tfeministr politics which supposes that al1 women
have the sarue interests - but the current attacks show clea-rLy that those
who have ar interest in maintaining the present systen, or who wilL be
willing to comploncise, ca:rnot be the a11ies of working class wonen.

We must orga:rise and canpaign for basic democratic rights 1iJ<e
Abortion on Demaad and for reforths like nursery facilities. But we should
be clea-r that capitalism ca:r only grant these neasures on a te rarY basi.s.
To end r+ornen rs oppression, we have to go further; snash capitalisrn and
build a socialist society. rhat is why we have to win women to the wider
struggles of the working class and have to build a movenent strong enough
to chal-1enge the control of the reformist 1eaders.



We can begin to build such a movenent in the present periodt

organising around the fight for abortion rights, against the cuts and

unemplolrment t ald against infl-ation"

We wil-l be faced with oppositiont not only from government and

employers, but from Trade Union leaders as well" That is why we must

campaign to en the Unions to Wonen Workers - to not onIy unionise women

workers but bring then in'to fuIl participation in the unions. l'/e d emand

the right to caucus, to fight for raomenrs particular interests. !,le need

positive discrinination for vromen to become shop stewardsr and meetings

in work time "

The struggles of women workers in the last deca.de - for equal pay,

against 1ow pay in the public sector, at Imperial flrtrlewriters, Trico and

Grunwick - show us that women cal be the hardest and most deter:uined
fighters in the working cl-ass. that strength and deternination must be

organised and given coherence around the fight for the demands we have

outlaned"

Workers Power argues that the canpaign to stop further restriction
on vromenrs right to abortion must not be separatec fron the carnpaign for
fu11 abortion rights witir no legal, or medical restructions. We have to
point out the restrictive nature of the present law,l

* Even under the present 1aw, the choice d.oes not 1ie uith the
woma4: In areas where anti-abortionists _doctors or Area
Health Authority members - dominate, NHS abortions are.
available only to a minority.

t Any time linit can force wonen to continue with pregnalcy
against their wil-l-. Time limits are not xeally about the
rrights of the foetusrbut about denying the rights of women.* Ttre charities nay fill gaps in the NHg, but women sti11 have
to pay" Access to NHS ebortioar? should be straightfon+ard.,
there shoufd be adequate day care facilities for safe and early
abortions.

*tConscience clausesr raise thc moral- objections of d.octols and
nurses above the democratic rights of women. l{e have to oppose
them in any form.

I'OR IREE ABORTION ON DEI.,"IAND:



Time after time, pro aborti.on activists have been forced onto the
defensive: this time, we should seize the opportunity for buildi-ng
a movement for abortion on demand, based in the trade unions and

workplaces" Such a movement must campaign for positive 1e6islation,
meaning both the maldatory provision of abortion facilities and

legislation for abortion on demand.

The whole strategy of the Catpaign Against Corrie instigated by
the International Marxist Group (IMG), is for a purely difensive
struggle. The ditching of the Abortion on Denand slogan and its
replacement by rDefend the 1967 Actr has disastrous implications. In
areas like the West Midlands where only 10% of abortions are done on

the NHS, defending the 7967 Act is a bad joke" Anyruhere, a slogan short
of Abortion on Demand gives powerful weapons to the anti-abortionists,
suggesting that L,ornen donrt have the right to decide. And, yet again,
campaigning for Abortion on Demand is postponed.

The Il{3 has attempted to justify its policy by arguing that rthe
broadest possible forcesr have to be drar*rn into the campaign. By this,
they appear to rrrean certain sections of the medical profession and the
trade union leaders" We certainly want to put pressure on the leaders
to make them carry out the fight - but our aim is to build a &overent

+gepengg$, of .thej.r bureaucratic controi.-- Watering down slogars plays
right into the hands of the trade union bureaucrats, who wallt to keep
all campaigns against the Tories under their control.

If we are to defeat Corrie ancl build a carnpaign for abortion on

demerd, we mtst not be held back by Muray anii. Co. We must fo11ow up
the demonstration by cal:-1i4A_ .t gether deleEat€e in each alea from a-1,1

- tratle ririion branches, shop stewards conrni-ttees, Labour party brsrches
and womenrs groups who have supported the carnpaign. Such conferences
must di-scuss how to carry on the battle against Corrie aJId the fight
for abortion on demand. l4any planned Day Care clinics are threatened
by the cuts and can!.rigns are needed to get these open. And we have
to build pressure in the Labour Party and trade unions to force Le.bour

to carry out its conference policy of Free Abortion on Demand by
introducing such legislation and abolishing the rrfree votetr.

Build a Tradc Union Bascd Camoairnn



NAC and-CAC rnust not be al.lowed to hold back the developoent of
the pro abortion rnovement in the working c1a.ss. we oust buir-d for a
conference to direct the campaign for posi.tive legislation and connect
the fight for abortion rights to other areas of working cJ-ass struggle.
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We also need a national trade union and Iabour delegate conference
on positive lesislation. This rvas postponed until Spring lpgo at the
last NAC Confercnce - and now I,IAC is suggesting it should. be postponed.
until Autumn 1980" Postponing such a conference will Iet the r,abour
arrd trade union leaders off the hook. Ttre trade union leaders wiLL
have been able to pretend they are fighters for womcnrs rights _ but
they wont be challenged on the issue of forcing a real comoitment to
action from labour.


