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IRAN: WORKERS MUST MAKE THE REVOLUTION PERMANENT

A panrphlet from the WORKERS POWER GROUP
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INTRODUCTION

The followirg articles appeared in the monthly newspaper WORKERS POWER, b€tween
October 1978 and June 1980. They r€prerent ar analysis of the unfolding Iranhn revo-
lution based on the Tmtskyirt underrbnding of this rrvolution rs one which either the
kanirn pmletarht makes '!€rmanent", ot it will succumb to a counter . revolution, the
end restlt of which will be a tyrsnny ar bad as the Slmh's.

WORKERS POWER explained from the out8t thc conbadicto ature of the Antishah
rwolution. It was a ge ine anti-imperialrsr revolt against the US's prime agent in the
Gulf region. IIis fall trandormed this area into what hezhinski calls '"The arc of crisis".
The overthrow of the most heayily armed and effectively policed of smi<olonies gave an
enonnouE encouragement to struggl€s sgrinst imperialism and its stooges throughout the
wodd,

The Anti-Shah revolution pased thmugh several stages. The initkl campuebared demon-
stratiorc led by intellectuale in 1977/78, and thr brutal SAYAK/army repression they pro-
mked, spured the urban petty-bourgeoish, the bezarr merchants and the mullahs to mob-
ilire increasingly massive demonstratioqs. Yet it was the Intrim working clals (€rpecirly
the O'l Workers) who seized tf,L Pahlavi regine by the thoat. lt *,as thc guerrilla fryht€rs
and left-wing activists (Fedaii, Mujaheddin, Tudeh) vho led the urass insrrection that
aborted tr(hornini and Bazalgar's d€al with the Shah's generals.

WORKERS POWER argued that, whilst it wai corect for the working class and revolution-

ary Marxists to fight alongside the mullah-led forces against the Shah's army, that Khom'
cini, ttre clerical cast and its political hsngets - on did not reprsent eYen a dernoc'ratic

leadership for the kanhn people. Whil* the marses had profound if ill-formed democtztic

expectations rnd illusions (gniter national freedom, more land, freedom of organisation,

asembly and speech), Khomciui and the clerics vould moYe against these fre€doms

vrhich the nuseo conquered for tllemdves, armr in hand.

Events over the last 18 months have amply born out tlere warnings. Inportant and heroic

is the struggles of the lranhn left'wing rtudents haYe been, ,rte workizg c/ass remains the

only force capable of balting the 4iral, through economic chaos 8nd religious bsrbarisl,

back to a new mflitary'coup ' a new "Sbah" in all but name. The working clas will not

and cannot morely act as a &iving force for a bourgeois revolution, and here Trot*y's
prognosk, framed as early as 1905, has been confirmed time and time agin in the last 75

i"ais. A[ th" Stoti"l"tflUaoist chopPed logic about 'nationaldemoratic" or "peoples

democratic" revolutions cannot but lead to the wodiing clars ceding power to, or actually

$rpporting, its ckjs ezamies. No sction of the bourgcoish ('national", "patriotic" etc)

can or will ertablish or endurc for long a democatic regime of 8ny sort' Certainly tlre

mutlahs will not, The only "democtetic" regime there will be in han (that is' a regine

that will grart the oppresed peopler self{etermination, women their liberation and peas'

ants their land) will be workets tlemoosql : a state bssed on the workers droms and an

armed workers milith. The working clars t{t of courrc have to win to its side the g€at

mass of the peauntry - it can only rule in lran in alliance with the Pcasonts' It must thef,e-

forc rlefend and carry out the persants demands, and the demandr of the oppressed nat-

ionalities, hrt the centrsl measres to rolve Iran's crisis are necesEarily sociafist ones'

Nationalisation ofall large scate cnterpri*s' forcign and Iranian; the rreation of e phn for

the economy: a massive camiaign of loci8l construction to absorb lran's millions of

unemployed, etc.

TrotskyistE do not ignore or underestimate the importance of the anti-Imperialist and

democratic tasks facing Iran's mases. they do deny that there i8 any otier road to the

fullilment of ther tasks than the class nrle (dictatorship) of the probtariat, dePending

on the $pport of the peassntry 8[d other oppressd rctions' All genuine Trotd<yists

(anrt the ;tranian trotdgists" of th€ HKE, who dilgrace Trotd<yisn by their Menshevik

pro-regime position) muEt stand for the overthrow by the rnasres not merely of Bani -

Sartr oi any professional politician who might rcplace him' but of Khomeini and

Behshtf s 
*Islamic Republic" itself .
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Shah s rule shaken
Reprinted from WOHKERS p0WEH No. 't october 1978

In November of last year, while the
Shah was in Washington, police fired
on students at Aryamehr University.

The dcmonstrations that followed
gained the'support of the urban
masses in several cities. The lcader-
ship of this moYement fell to the
Shiite Moslem religious leaders. The
more radical sections have as their
goal the orcrthtow of the Shah and
the re-introductiarn of the 1906 con-
stitutioni That colfititrition had ertain
liberal elerhents while its clerical pro-
yisions \4,oUld hold serioug tnplications
for tlre workers and other oPprcssed
strata of lran.

The forces mobilised in demon.
strations, strikes etc. haYe widely
differing class interests. The liberal
bourgeoisie wants a constitutional
monarchy, They want to Preserve
Iran's alliance wlth Imperialism. Many
of the small tmders of the bzz aaIs, the
imDoverished small landowners and the
unimployed, identify theit ills correctly
with the Sfiah's regime. But, under
the influence of the reliqious le8ders,

they see ihe answei in-a r€turfi to a
prtriarclul Islsmic utopia,

-Tho Itanian working class holds the
k,y to'the ody ltable altematiye to
the Shah's regimc. One that can meet
thE needs of the oppressed nationalitiss
of the lranian Efliptd, flre rural poor,
the unemployed and women. Already
major strftes hsve erupted in the car
and tektile industriB. Over 7 million
strong; thc Irqrian worken have the
social weight to take the lead in the
struggle to overthros the menarchy.

The repressioo of thc hst 23 years
has lrlt working class milltants hard.
As a reiult the kaniaa working clas
has only tho most localisod ifldustrial
leadership. Stalinism, in its Soviet or
Maoist forms, can only be a source
coiifusion anrf defeat.

fhilst in no way unilorestmating
the strude around 'dcmocratic
demands'only the perspective of .

working class power iian guide the
Iranian revolutionaries to the correct
tactics and strategC/ in the coming
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Reprinted from WoHKEHS P0WEB No.3

The massacre in Teheran on the
8th. of Scptember, which resulted
in the death of hundreds of unarmed
demomtstors, has given e temporsry
brcathing space to the Shah.

The corrupt despot's rEgime rests
solely on brutal forc,es of repression.

{e is armed; ind backed to the hilt,
by those bastions of 'humao rights'
Jiflny Carter, Janiesr Callaghan and
David Owcn. ,

,Am6rica is repolted to be trainiog
100,00 troops for. intervention, should
their guarantor_of stxbiuty in Ule Gulf
lose contml of his own forcer. The
Iranian army ii'dtiffercd by many'
thousands of :Ameiicin advisen. The
rcpfits of Bt ldidis shooting thems€kes
urd'thoir efficeis, show how badly this
stilfr,iring is hreeded.

The deepening revolutionarY uP.
heeval tn Iran has passed through sev-

eral phrses. A campaign against rep-
ression was launched by disiident
writcrs last spdng, I'ieetings'rttracted
ever larger crowds, particulaily of
student!.

Tho total cessation of oil
exppitt from lran is undtnisblE
tatlmony to thB tremendous
rrrlqht lran's workeIs have thrown

"into th€ &aler in the rtlulgls
agsirtt tho blood soaked Shah. Ths
:rrikes bry bank't)orker, 3tate
omCovses, newlpa?er vrorker:,
car workers. are inexotsbly stmng-
llng thg funstioning of tts lranirn
rcononry. Unpreotdented w39e
incrc rar havs boen won (25% to
to(}fl orar the last 3 rnonth whlch
pertfy rocoup ths effeca of
inflrtion but dre tEik83 continug
rnd arr now overtli political,
csntiru on call! tor democratic
risfttr, th8 kicking out o, foreign
exploiters arid the oYerthrow o,
thc Sluh and his machinery of
mira murder.

The Ayatollah Khomeini, a
fiHr?ce anti{ommunist is forced by
dl6 obvious cenBality of the
$rorkhg cliss's rtrength to over-
throwing the Shah, to plEte the
strikers ahd call on all oppositionists
to give them finsncial and other
support.' Th€ military Iegime despite
'uneiampled savagery has been
un65le to restore order in tl '
stre€/6 or break the uroikers

i
,

lran: wGrkers'tip the, scaleS
January 1979

resolve. ThB court camarilla, ths
genbraB Bnd polico chiofr and their
clA advisers have only tlro choic83,
more repression taken to gEnocidal
proportions or concesions.

The latter courte, to have any
drance of producing a stable
transitional governmsnt would
necessitate ths Shah'3 flight along
with the m6t notorious generals,

SAVAK chiefs etc.

The crucial question facing the
lranian revolution is tho roh of
tne working class. Already its

sbciil weight is proving thd single
.mo6t dgc.isive fagtol. But more
than this is naeded il more than
.the figurshead, the tlapPingE of
Pahlavi honarchy, are to be altered.
A SAVAK-military dldtatoGhip
swathed in lslamic demagogy would
be no step forward for lran's
oppresed mases. A malition of
,mullah nominees and bourgeois
politicianr swathed in anti:lmper-
ialist rhetoric would be, at best,
a conceal€d foe of the wotking
clasE ind & moqratic righB-one
whle+rx$e exlgEocles of the cla3s
strugoG would soon drive sharply
to the ;ight. Whilst the. proletariat
can and should fightalongside tha

mullah led forces it will b€ fatal
for it to rupport a Khomeini-style
government. Thorelore the
obiective strength ot *te working
clas in the anti-Shafi ftovement
murt be transform€d into conicious
leadership. This requir$ the foc.
using ol existing striko eomm.
ittecs into Effoctive workerc coun-
cils. Theie must be organs not
only of masi strikd against the
Shah, or his militiry sucressors,
but of armed insurrection. Thev
murt bacome orgam which can
load the'democratic and anti.
lmperialist slruggles to their fulfil-
rEnt in 8n lranian Socialist revolut-
ion.

To achieve this goal means the
creation of an lranian Trotskyist
party capable of breaking the
workers from the influence ot the
mullahs, the Tudeh and the Maoist
gueril la orgEnisations. The stagist
conceptions of the Stalinisa yield
the kadership of the marses to
anti-proletarian'progressive f orces'.
The full democratic demands of
the lranian revolution can only be
won under conscious proletarian
le.dership. They can only be safe-
guarded by proletarian poh,er.
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- A ctopaln ol solfir&y vfth
hc workcca rnd pcrr& of llrn
nust bc birllt in thc BrLlh bbgur
novcrnant, IlarG i! [dtirnc to
rridor finc rpccc.hca md pcdtionr,
lctior nud bc trtao [or to btrrcl
.ll trrrr $ppli.. to thG b[&hr
f hu. Ildr mcue flh'in8 for
ctior by muoitionr rort sa by
rrnspon wclcrr, by dochct atrd
irpat eorkc8r to top thG fb,
rf lrmc nov,

In cvcry tow! bbour ,lovaocot
, ommittccs of solldrdty nr['t bc
ruilt.{ommittcd to rcdon, to
rcHrg, t0 d.mo!'tritbot to

cse thc hbour Gowstrmtot to
,rctt Tith lEp.sldltn .!d ltr
'nG. 

h Iru.

ntprcsts of prc*rYitr8 caltelism
n thc intctlstr of iEpcrialibm and
uainst thc wortira cla$. Thc
;hah's iSime rcrts upon imprrirl-
sm externslly, a!rd. itrtcrraally upon
rn artificially induccd imDarsc in
:he class drugglc.

Thc Shah h8s given, in rr
lcformcd w8y, ccftain social col.
)rssioas to thc verious clsta€r-
aad rrform to the pc.rants,
ndu$trial dcYclopm!trt to thc
,ouryeoidc. Pouticsl riShts and
)xprcssions woto, bowcver, totally
iorbidden. The masEivc apparatus
,f rcpression is a t€stimony to
:hc lack of a solid social brse for
;hc Shah's rcgimc. It is thi! rcial
:asis which real fucism polsessc!

. ! thc effagcd re{ctionary pctit-
,ougeoisie and lumpon prolc-;

| :atiat. Both thc!€ clasE€s atc,
lowsver, in thc foreftort of thc
)ppositio[ mdcment. Thsy
ligulc amongit thosc moct bittcrly
,ppoEed to thp pr€scnt rcgiso.

Since thcdxtics ticrc has becn e
,onsiderablc gtowtb of infultry, ,

,ctrochGrDicds, stacl, csr, truck
nd bus produotioB and rsscmbly,
:lect onics alrd machinc tools. A!
r rcsult thc lranialr indu*rirl
,lolotariat has gow! in Eizc (2,5
ni[iotr iD 1977).

ll?AN: workers must make
the revolution' permanert'
Rrorintod from W0RKEBSP0WER No.3 January 1979t.
Tt p prolorgucd rcvolutionary of American and I I% of UK
sit ution in Inn fdds cnomloua imports. Although formally .

po rotltl for' rb:tabilhing Wesicrn trationalised, the consortium

i, ,ahfinn ccolto*lcOi rna which Gontrols it is 40% British;il.e^ci;"dF;, i*l%Yf"\lHil*1",i"*"-ti r* lcrnrotr,Sel! oo -numm'

ri1 rrs er_qlcrrrthn rnrucc, kinw ilff$:#i:Bl3,lfo 
o*"n

th ,t thd*tc $dous ittcrectg at Ever mole important thar the
st ke in Inn. Scriouc .noult fot oil wcalth and investtueqts of k4n
& m to slrrd fiouHcr to shoNd- is its strategic poNition. Groomc{
d with thc Sbhgs hc sheds by the Uoitcd Strtc6 atrd Britain
rir :rs of blood to-prt*rvc thc to plEy the rolc of policemaa of
m, ,st srpfa Brm;y on tt€ the Gulf arca in the 'indirect' ot
pl nct f& t[il rtrion thc Shah'r 'neo{olodal' svstem which re-

i; ,00;d4g 
-il; 

1:o0 fri- plsced thc dircct British mittarv

airyanazioocl'vitirmAnqicsn i#Hf*":'f"li:h*"#*;
'a yiro['. ThG notoriou Savak, the lib?ration forces in oma[.
rc up in 1957 and ncoEtructed Thc oysfthrow of this regirne
d cr thc 1963 uphcavalr, hrs bct- hold8 incalculable conscquenccs
w en thirty and sixty thourrnd for impcriallsm*hence the flood
m n. It tf,a 'sdvisad' rt sll stsg6 of telegrams of support for thc
b5 the FBI end 6c CIA who hnc Shah from the Whit€ Hous€ and
5I top rgcnta in Savnk. Whii rhall.'

Thir!trormous apparatus of Much of the lranian Lcft refer. re rrcasio[ wss built up by the US to tbe Shht regime as 'fascist'.
ar I Eritain to aerve thcir cco- This is ircorrcct. The restoration
n( mic 8!rd stntcgic intcrqsts. of thc ghaEin 1953, byamilitary
Ir, n yiGlds msssivc supcr-ptofits. coup assistld by the CIA, initiated
O: c British buEincssmanis repgr- a militqf bnqatist tyran y of
tc I 8! $rying thst hc 'ndkes 40% unusual Eevcrity. This rogimc
m ,re profit hcre than icBritain'. ropros€nted thc political cxpropris-
A the heirt of these ilter€8ts is tioo of thc bourgeoicie and thJrt: oil industr-v. [r suF]tes 137, feudal landowning class in the
PI GE 4

CON|INUED ON NEXT PAGE

R€rrinted Jrom W0HKEHSP0WEB No.3 January 1979
- 
ncrc lc no linit io thc trrdxtrc I thc rtrcrts of Ghrzvin rad Tehren-

Ia pertdim will 1ffiSc to ptop up raroutrccd its coEmittmcrt to
itr bloody puppct satte in Inn. thc butchc(y in Inn. foo Shh

fhc rtopt .gc of oil ntpplic! Onc Chidtra Tr*s, sottL oycr
Oi mreur iicr-c Orqtioi- to t[" 'f,500 million, r l bc delivctcd lo
eo aoda of Impcridiq's most Irrn by thc rping. Cdhghln 8t!d '

, fei 'hful h:nchmo-Irr.€l .trd Eoly Owcn hevc promi*d the
So tth Africr-.r vel! r! to thc fuffilmcnt of el b lion wort[ of
cc' EoEiqr of tbe Imprrllilt trmr ordc$ with no crtccllrtiod.
hG rtl|Ddl Eritirh wort ts €eot rcmiin

Itrt l, trLy thc Cetct rdmlnl- rilmt .s the ImFdditts rtcp up
8tr tdonhs compitted tts sccurlty thc butchcty of tbc lr.irl m.rscs.
!I' 't!rtu! rld its flcct to thc If thc Blttth Lbour EoYcltrGnt
mr Fcre of tlic Ilrnl.n vorkcts dlov! thc tru4ortrtba of rrDs
u I peerrnts, to th. folcar of rcEcadon rnd

Not tq lic outdolc thc lrltirh Eurdcr in lr.n thcn it too Mll
L raur Gpy.r[m€ot--oa ttc vcry rbl b. coEplidt-in thc dc.,tt! of
thr Shrht Erldd t-n}. t.'glcd i thoq..qlr of Inoi wotlcn ud
lbt -lodca qf. d.oonCartott on Erl,l,rt.
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Yct d'cspite iU rhi" the Irarian
,Gconqmy foutrd itsef in deep

. .,'i,lisi! by 1977. Par0y this was the' !€fact of thos.edd capitalist cri8is,
paltly thc sccululstion of contra-
dictionr cngendered in kan's mode
of industrialisatiorL

Firctly -the Agrarian Refom thc
SE had imposod after 1962 lr8s
typlcal of a 'revoluliotr from
aboyc'-of Borapadist land re-
follns which whitst it wea.kens thc
old landowning.ilars and opeDs
agriculturc to capitalb[r, in f8ct
swindlcs the ylst mqiority of the
pcrsantly lcErins them landlass
(50%) or with titry plots (30%).
The reform was derigned to strcng-
then those pe3saots yho aheady
owned lrrtd and im'fletacrts lnd
draqsht |nimals.

The nlt result has bcen the
crcation of two 'naw' slarses in
thQ countrysidc, capitsliit land-
onrr€tr and landlcas lsbourcrs.
HdwcYer the result has not bectr
I lrFid c.pitalisation and mod6-
nirrtiba of sSrisultue, Lsnd has
bc6t ibsDdoncd, villater d€Ecrted
and the rGsult hEs bccn rockcting
imports of foo&tuffs plus a llood-
iD8 into the cities of thc rural
uromployed.

Sccondly, th€re har becu a
terdency for thc €ffects of the
political rodme to Eyphon off an
inclcadng proponion of tho oil
rcvetruq-larmE and -Edlitiry spctrd-
ing andcomrplion. The failure to
devolop a ski[cd ,labour forcr stso
phccs ssvcrc lim.its on lrdn's
dcvclopment.

The trisir of 1977+took the
form of Gscalrtidg inflstiot, food
pricc! and rcBts in partlcular solr-
itr8. Tht affadtcd the whol€ ubsn
populrtioh.

Ih Bazaar

Thc bazaar was, until the 1950s
and 60s, thc c€ntre of urban cco-
nomic life. Dominated by ycry
wcalthy mcrchants but coNisting
of its ovcrwhelming bulk of one
ard a half aillion shopkeepers,
Eoney lendcB, traders, craftstncn
and artiraru, it had fur thc past
fuadcd trsd€ and bean thc centre
of much production and trcarly
all exchangc.

Thc for€ign bants, the indus-.
tri8l production of consumer
lpods, thc lrrgc rtorcs haye dll
undem&rcd snd threatenod the
tradietiona! $.8y. of lifc 8nd cul-
tutc of thcbazssi, This traititional
cultur! ir deeply Moslem. Its ideo-
logids ald lCsdersuc the mullahs.
its cullurEl alld political ccntre the
morquo. Shiia Islim rq,Iesests a
ur.ifying id€ology, ona that in
l953 aod 1978 h8s rpearheaddd
m8!s rlsirtalc€ to the Shah's
regime.

Shiia Islam has its orighr in rcris
tance to the coNtitutcd stttc
authority, foulded as it ir on
allegience to the {ieposed atld
martyred sori:inJaw of the pro-
phet, Ali. Its most sacred fiSurc
after the prcphct is thc Iman
Hosscin murdercd by thc try8n-
nical Caliph Y8zid-ao cvctrt bom-
morstod by thc .days of mournina'
of early Dcc.embor (Moharram).
It also has a pronounced millena-
rian Espect. B€liivcrs expect the
'rcturn' of the twelfth Imrnan
who wiU in3titute a pure Islamic
ordsr. Shiia is much less Ettuacd
to the ctate thar Sumi lslam-
indeod it is headed by a powedul
8nd iDdepoldent c8ste of -lullahs
(180,000 of ih;m) ivit- d hir.
archy of Aystollais tho teadet 9f
whom Khogrcid was clected in
1962.

The rcality of thc Rcligious
Oppositiotr lcadcrs is at vsriarce
*ittr tte Cait-idowbn picture ol
th€m as rcaC.ioraly fsnatics vho
want to take lrar back to thc
8eY€nth ccntury. Khomcini iGists
that "l hsve always called strongly
for economic and social deyelop-
mcnt in my coustry" and expou$s
v/h8t hc calls lthe prirciples of
democraey and frocdom'. By tliis
he appcars to mcatl a rcpublic
b8!€d on irniylr88l suffrrgc and
with frc€dom for political partics.
". . . thc Marxist will !c ftce to
expExs themrlves becausc we tuc.
condnccd tLat Islam cotrtains the
anEwer to the pcopl€s nc€ds. Our
fsith is cspable of stsnditrg up
agailst thcir ideology." (r€ /
Monde, Puis, May 6th 1978)-
Khomeiri cin sum up hk aim thu,
"As sool as thc Shah goes wc wart
the creation of an Islamic ropublic
bssed on the popular yotc-" (Le
Monde, Novembet $th, 1978). It
is procisely the 'Islamii' nature of
this date that hol& thc greatest
dangers.

$i'ih uetu
.lvhikt Khomrini h Eade it

clear that he is not fhinkiag of a
rcafulle like Saudi-Arabia or Pakis-
tan he obviously intends to instell
itr a fut.urq constitutioa provisions
which give the Shiia hetarchy a
veto on legislatiot.similar to that
embodicd in the 1906. Cd,nstitu-
tio... The non-Petsian nationalitics,
the non-Sbiia Eligious minorities
and women sould expcct little
that is 'libcrsl' or 'dcmocretic' in
such a reSime.

What Khomeini does loudly
rnd Yociferously attack ir Ameri-
can Impcri8lism. Hc dcclatcr his
support fot th€ Palestiniaru. A.[
thcsc factors suggest that s
Khomcini infl ucnced rcgimc
would bc of a populirt Islamic
iationaiist type. To drav paralleis

with Pskistal or Indoncdr is . mis-
takc. Both thesc dictatorship!
were estrblilhed in thc defet of a
popular upsurSe whcrE thc work.
ing clad werc unable to scizc
powet.

Islan*c idcotogy b J8nus"Faccd.
It csn justify anti-imperialirm,
rcsistancc to the forrign powcls
scekilg to cxploit or dismembcr
the statcs of thc Middlc East. It
can also justi{y blac* rcactioo-
thc supprercion of the workinS
class and poor pcesantry. The
innor comectioD is thrt likc all
rcligigns it defcnds priv.tc pro-
pcrty. As long as tbr posscrsing
clEssc8 of thc imp€rirliscd n.tioa
feel thc major ttuart to their
property to lic with impcialism
theD tbry can plEy 8 vi8ororis rolc
in thc struggle agaiNt it. Islsmic
idcology will thcn h.yo I 'progc&
$ivc' populst colouration rnd
oricntation. When.thc [orking
class or small pcarsnts bccoloo I
scriou! thrc8t not only to itrlpdial-
ism but to thc lativc largcr
propcrty owncrs it @n bocomc 8
cloek fqr Bonapartilt milit8ry
dictators[ip or eycn farcist rcac-
tion (as in Turkey).

Khomcini'c movsmcnt csa
thcEforr not bc dcfined by
adding up protrc,ieive dcmocmtic.
poitrts as Egaint! rclctiomry
points. Thc USFI ald thc Intcr-
nstionsl Sputacist Tendcrcy both
use thb method but gct diffcrsot
answcrs to the sum. The USFI
gcts the amwet that Khomcini is
a 'progrcssivc force', a dcmosrat.
Thc Sparticists find that hc iE a
'black reactiooqy'. One phys intotic hatds of the mullahs, thc
oticr into the hiids of ttd Girtcr
and.Owcr propaguda for thc
Shah. Ncither ir of urc"to lrenian
revolutionartr iomnhnirt! who.havc 

to wia thc msssrt Do? sndcr
rcligdous lcadcrship or inllucncc,
to thc perrp€ctlyc of Eolctsriu
revolutioa.
For thosc who sce all cvil ss lyitrs
ia the tdigbus ideologJr of thc
opposltiln the sccul&r 'Udotr of
Nationrl Front Forc€s' lcd by
Krrin Se4iabi might Eccm to be s
'demodatlE folct of tho sort
Msrxirt! could fight alo4sidc of.
This pafiy of the lat8c bsaar mcr-
ch8trts, romc industrirlirt! and thc
pro{ecdoul middle class closk
itsclf in thc bouryeohi.nationalist
maltlc of Morsrdeq, thc primo
ministcr overthrown by thc CIA
in 1953. But it ls th€ moEt corr-
pronired uad half-hcartcd force in
the opposition, It rcmains irrrso-
lutc and tom bctwccn Khomcili
and thc Shah. ItE lcsder8 nallr8
filurc lrrScly on thc 'lirt of CL
Damcs' the Shah haa becn pondcr-
irg over as candid8tcs to a goycm-
mcnt of 'nrtional rcconciliatiou'.
SEnjabi is ors of thc thro" poli,
ticis.ns mod frcqucttly clolsetted

CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE



IEFE[Buroppo-
ktrow AreA dclsure. The

Ay8tolli,l. of Abadatrrommantcd
'Sanjabi lld B8zrrgatr at hcart
want to r cgotiete with the Shah.
Ihese m€ tt are bourgeois. We only
haYe n:idcnc€ itr Khomeini for
onty he r,8lly wlrts thc Shahito
Eo." (Le Wonde, Noveinber 6tt,
!978)
. The a! pirations and mcntality

of thc h nian bourgeoisie ir wcu
erpilssc( in the statcm€nt ofa
busiire.es nar to the Le lfonde
corrcslrot rdcnt, "But wherc is the
intransig' 'ncc of the Ayotollah
Khomei! i going to lead? The Shah
iE on his oacs. The AyatoUah
should ts kc adyantagc of it to
imposc o o him Espect for, and
consolidr tion of, the constitutio!
we obtai lcd from Sharif Emani,s
8overnm,,nt and which G€n€ral
Azhlli's ;sbinet is itr the proccss
of t.kinr back." It is obyious that
the 'dcm )crstic rights' thcse . ,rfl
Satlgmc n despsntcly want arc
th6 post! of impcri8l midstors ior
!l3a!lr r,

fit rlf Es rrti thc rdirioru
b.dcrr it fu not mcrcl!. theii clars
or cutc itrtdrct or pcrsonrl i!!clln-
ation wh.ch has detormincd th.ir
actiolr. ' 'hc mas mobilirations
hryc kcp : Satrjabi out of officejust as tb !y hayc radicalked thc
mullahr

. If ttc filsftlayc (if thi I(aoirh
rwolptio n was'spearhcaded bv th.
[4tGucch als-writcrs and stud;nta
ald c€ntr cd on the uliyersitics. tf
thc s€cor d wayc, stattinS with the
domomtrtiotrs 8rd massacr. in
Qom on {enuary 9th 19?8. marked
thc palsa tc of the rlrcyement to
the pha& of .rfliSiour lcadctrhiD'
thcD O.ct, rber and Novcmber of' '
1978 sho wcd th€ cmergencc of
thc lrui D prolctsriat as the kev
forcc crp tblF of toppling ttre Slan.

ffi
ritiolistg

Ilrc@taiat

moyement. T[ey hcld back the
strikc wsye whi.lc the Soviet
Union was bsggling with the
Brit&h ard Americsns oycr the' I(urdfutan atrd Azcrbdgaa rcpublics
whidr had bedn s€t up in the
North. Stdin tradcd these rcpub:
lics for oil and gas colccssions in
Iran.

Thc Tudch was initially hostilo
to Mo&ladcq (from thc rffir,
bccause his policies threatcned to
uplct tnc Sovret-lmpcrisList sraEs
quo), but it moved to . fult
popul&r frontilt tailiDg of his bour-
geoir natiomliso. It mi$cd the .
cruci8l opportunity of mouDtins
rcsirt{ce to thc coup ot AqSusr
1953 and witnesscd thc imm;diate
sm8rhinS of thc ttadc uniol,8nd
ir 1955 tho uocpven U of its
tllcgd and military or8jarisatiotrs.
Thc Tudeh w.s &lmost comolctelv
oblitorltcd Dy Sayak.

Ody in Septcmber of l9?g did
8 Ecction of thc part; dccidc to
rcconstitutc a 'party of thc
intcrior'. According to Le Monde
(Dcccmbcr 6th 1978), '.they admit
thrt thc reconstruction of the ap-
peratus Erd thc setting up of a
scrious orya.uisation will talo
s.ycral yean." Though thi! rtatc:
mcnt spe3ks yolu[es for Sidinirt
buraaucfitlsm 8nd incrtis it atro
bcars Eittrcas to the decay into
which Tudeh h8s faLcn. Aa addod
rea,son for such modcst perdpcc-
tives is thst Moscow has by no
mcrn8 tivcn thc go-ahead for full-
bloodcd participa$on itr the over-
throw of thc Shah, Brozhney's
noa-4grcrsion pact with the Shah
ard his iBpsrialist bac*en cdpples
thc Tudeh as I party of the insur-
gcDt proletariat.

Yet despite th€ bankirptcy
alrd destruetion of the hi8toric
lcsders, the ba.nian protetariat
has started to play an cvcr more
decidve role. Thb atrocity of the
chema fir€ in Abadan rcvealcd
the dcpths of savagory of thc
Shah's rcgime to thc oil workers
and starte'd their s€tf-oryanisation.

Th9 Ftrike movemcnt itr the
oilficlds b€ait 8[ thi marfs of
thc spontaneous revolutionisinc
ofthe workers. On Octob.r 23;d
the 12,000 workers at thc Oit
Rcfiasry in Abadan cane out on
stril? for cconomic demands.
These wcre concedcd in 3 davs_
After the retun to work mars
mectin$ cruued, studcots bcinS
prc$nt at the discussion of poli-
tica.l qucstious. On the 29th, msss
mcctings formulsted politicat
demands:

"AboUtion of Martia.l law.
frcoing of politicsl prisoneB.
thc disbsndment of sAvAK,
tic departuro of Amcrican
adYisors, r fight rgrin* cor- -
ruption, the conyictiolr of all
tho$ who hsvc committcd
6imcs against thc pcople.,'

The strike lras ebbed and flowed

ItJEtinhs
ThG working class is psnici-

pating wholeheartedly itr the
struggb to bring down thc Shah.
Indecd, it aloac bas thc economic
stEngth and socisl cohasio4 to do
this. The mass strite vavc has pu.t
the noosc arot)nd the Shet's nect
and is tightenins it. Stdkd comm-
itt€es are springing up in the
struEgle. They must, at thc earliest
opportunity, be gen€raliscd into
city.wide workerr' councils. The
monlc of t-h€ army-io elready
weakcned. In Tsbriz on l8th Dco
ember, a unit downed arm8 atrd
joined dcmomtratord pith their
armoured carr. The formatio& atrd
8rmin8 of workc$' militia as army
dircipline brc8k6 dowr is crucill.
as is thc ffestion of barrack comn!-
itees and soldiers' aouhcils.

Ir8nian, rlvolutionaty comm-
uni8ts must deyelop the strat€8lr
and t&cticS which: the. wortina
class must employ to overthto\r,
the Shah and smas} the monstrous
machinery of repression, This
means marching a.lonSlide the .rc!
igious opp<isition'. Its qeir6rlt and
most deeply felt im;cdiitc dem...-:.:
ands, the oyerthrow of tle pahlayi
dynasty, the smashing of SAVAK.
the rel€ase of all political prisofl-
ers, free elections and freedom of
political parties, the nationalisat-
ion of Btitish and American mono-
polies are E8tional-revolutiolsty
and bouryeois-democrattc dem-
ands that the proletariat murt
sarpport. To this extent alr anti-
imperislirt united front is pos&
ible. However, tbe religious lcad-
ers arc, and will prove thcmselyes
to be, unc€rtain |nd trcachetous
allies. Khomeini has declucd him-
self against any co-opcration with
communirts. 'eyet ,abrbtp down
the ShAIL' tlb itlrtnooratici pro.
gramme would enrhrine a di8-
ious obscurantism in a trcw con-
stitutioL Should the workinS
ctas8 appeSr to thrcatcn lnnim,
mo$em, privtte property(includ_
ing the masive riches of thc
mosques) but prove unablcio

coNrtNuEp'.q Nw.P4cE
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?h€ I anial proletsriat has a
h6tary c f milltant trade union and
socialist ,rga.oisstion. The fint
unions i! Ilan wcre 8et up by
workors .etuming from the Beku
oilficlds n Russis after thc dcfeat
of thc l! 05 Eyolution. The youtrg
lsbour roycmctrt psrticipsted in
thc 190?-1909 rcvolution in IIan-
Aftcr tht w8r a corDmunist Daitv
was fom ed and some of thi traie
unions a:ffliatcd to the Red Intcr_
natiotra.l tf Labour Unio$ in I 92 I
The Pahl tvi dictatorEb.iD crushed r
all indop lndcnt workcn omanisa-
troDs tn I 928.

In t 9.14 a! tranistr TUC lras
formed r ndcr communist influ, rc
encE. By 1946 it hrd a member-
ship of 410,000; Fifty thousand
\,vorkers :elcbrated May Day in
I eheran "n 1946. But tbc slavishlv
pro-Sovi t politics of the Com- 

-

munist Prrty (Tudeh). rhich had
25.0O0 nrombcl!. ruined ttis
PAGE 6

since thcn with thousands of
troops driying workcrs at gun
point into thc refiruries. Those
insidc hsve slowed ptoduction to
a snail's pace. BBC condspondcntr
in late Dcccmb€r report the forma-
tion of factory or plant cbm- r'
mittees.

In Teheran the bank wotkers
havc not only 8truck but begun to
exercise elemcnts of iDspQctio!.
They have revcalcd for cxample a
list of 180 narncd pcrsons promi-
nent in thc reSime u,ho hsd traff-
ferrcd 4 .2 billion dolldri out of
Inn. The newrpaper workcn havd
foulht bittcr battlcs for the &.r-
dom to Eport thc evrnts of the
Autumn.
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draw thc non-prolet adan masses
b€hind it anq seize power, then
Khomeini or another religiousl
Ie.der could use the petty-bour-
gEoide and lumpenproletadat as

: fas "t tprrof squads sgainst the
wotrcr!- Alternatively the
lllema could sarictify a ncw mil-
italy dictatorship. At the moment,
however, these masses, with all
their religiour prejudices. haye
dcnocratic asphatioru, that is
thcy believe tbat demoffatic
righk will alleviate their social
trecd& If Khomeini rcconcilcd
hklseu to an 'lsLmic' militarv
dictstorship irnmediately thc Shah
fsll, be would urdoubtedly loso
his mass following rapidly.

tt.is illusions in the allti.imp-
eridist End democratic credent-
ials of Khomeini and the muUahs
that rcvolutionaries must chall.
engc. To do fh.is-meanr orrticil
pation 6y lranian Trotskyists in
the struggles lautched by thosc
leaden, under clear, indcDendent
slogans witt fdt'warninei about
the rcligiow leaders. Demogratic
demsnds have enormow impoi-
&Dce! Correctly and fillg. poseo'
thcy car wrn ttrst the protctanat
tnd tler other oppressed strats
rwey from the religious and
bourgcois lcddcrship. The yorkins
clas! i!,- alrd caq_bp, thc onty co[-
sistentli-d emocrstic force. The
ddmrods that they fight for must
includ€, freedom of sp€€cb, 8s9
cmbly ald the pr€ss, logality for
tradc unions and politicrl part-
i€s lnd thc right to strike- Thc
question of lran's national min-
od6ca must riot be forgotten,
the Shs['s empire is a, .pr[ron-
hous€ of nationalities'. Onll.
50% of lran's population speak
Farri (Persian) though arothcr
two rehtcd languagat make up
8[ot&r I l%. The rast b€]ona to
distlnct natioaal er!-ic groupt,

Azerbaijanrs, Kurds, tsaluchis aqd
Arabr. tbc right to s€U-dcter-
mrDation, up to and includitrg r€tF
atarron, must be defetrdcd by thc
rradan prolctrrirt, They must
support any oationEl uprisins of
thcsc pcoplcs.

Likcwiss lraniaD revolutionsdcE
must fight for the full dcmocrrtic
rights of woDer ard thci! em8tr-
ciprtion from the ag,r.otd restrict-
ions impocld by religjon'as wcll
as the Stste. The right to own ud
disposc of property, entry to all
occupations, equEl rights in tic
fam.ily, in sum full lega-l o{uality
rn ar 3pheres..Womcn hsvc becn
Ectivc p8rticilant3 ir the move
pe'lt aglinst ttrc Shr.h. Tho rcli!_
lour lcaders hsve tried to lirtit
them to propagstinS thc idca oI
a fuu returr to the veil aad thc ,.

full rigours of Islagic iaw. Womi
must b! woD to tte sido of the
only cla$ c€pablc ot gEinins rot
only thcir equal rights but, vit
the destru..;. of cspitdlsE,
achicyiru their full social cmen-
cipation.

A clea-r majority of lran'g poq.
lation is rural, coasistinS of hnd'-
less or smalFland owDrnS pealr-
ants. Thc prolctarilt ruu3t raisD
thc slogan 'the land to thorc who
till it'. PaIt of the reagon for thc
stability of the pahlad dyn8lty
and for thc effectiyenc-ss of tht
almy 88 an instrumcnt of rcDrrs
ion, ii the quicsc.lcr of thipce.s
sntry, In cady Decembet- the
Sheh is rEported to havc atrxiou.$
ly .8ked a \iEitor,. But 0e the
peagnts alro agoirrtt me ?' llz
Mode 6. I I 78 ) Tbe worljrs
must cncouragc pcasant seizuta
of lar8r estdtes belonSing to thc
old tritocracy, ttc lmpcdal fam-
ily, thc court clique aad tbc f.[€is,l
forciga egricultural cnt€rDrirat.
Whath.r 8! individurt ori coll-
cctiyc form of laad.oynclrhip

tift 1 
- 

UJcstern ciu:iiirtion. porr..
of.phic films, luxuEy hotrlt. cDGr-
cola 3totTr m€roly ss dsnt of obae
ullntirm rnd beck.Jyaldnc.t. Thcvpr6.m tto mt$ demontdonr.3
_ 
nr.9*t t'yancss on thc ghth t oop3,,.nd tt_lk .bout th€ ,.dtilllng 

3p.ct-
ada of Fotestort clad in ccramonhl
rv'|n! ,obos', boin3 mown down .r"lSrally $ot!!que,, it tha Sh.tt,t
araimr that fow hayc bG6n kinad.

I hey d]tw rttantion to ,tltrl
tclt tlagdht-ion, on th. drmollttrttionr
o6Fts tho rast that Khom.ini hes
oxdiddy crlied for thir frdstlcs to

prcv&ils will dep€nd oa the tr!r<
:calc of t[e prole|erian rciiure
of power.

There are -numerou3 rEligiou!
minorides in lrsD, Sunni ldoslcms.
Amtcnians, Jewt, E8hair ctc- A
Shi'ite rc061trc yould bG opp
rqllyc to mcm a! wctt !r to ,(r-
on rnd tha workin8 cbt& Tlcr.-
fore, thc drmand for comptcte
sccuL0riss:tion, thc scp.ntio! of
Mosque and StEtc is vitat fm
proldtari8t docs not icek to trm-
ple on tho religiou! rcruple of
any grouping whcre thcsc rtfcct

-oDly belieyEB rnd do [ot viohtr
tha oemocrrtlc ng.[tt of othcE

All thc.sc democratic deElldr
culninatc in the demetrd for r
conrtituett Esscmbly, clectcd by
full suffrage and witb full powe[.
tfut is x,ith [o conmittec of
uLmos to yet iL actiort Thcso
dcmsrds, consistcntly ud vi&
ouously fought fot, yould cn-
sble the vanguard of ttc prclct-
tri8t to rslly behhd it thc rocial
fotccs to cDsure thrt the rcyoL
utionary proccls *hich her oocncd
uP in lrsn, is not rbortcd in t-h.
form ofan Islsmic military Boa-
apsrtbnL or of a! inhcrentll/ uD_
strblc bourgrois domocracy with -
crormout c{iA!&sionr to Shi'ite
thoocracr. Thc lrEtbn revolution-
if it is to accomplish cvcD itr a!ti-
impcrialist 8rd, dcmocrrtic tarts,
mu.rr oecomo prolotlfren. tloi-
cvcr, the 'r"volutios in pcrmlrn
oacc' of Man, Lcnio atri
Trotsly is Dot ln uDoolrqiour
or tutomrtic proccs!" It nc*
itrtcs . bolihcyit yutuard Dlrtv
which har yoD the U.a.rr[,io oi
En 8rmcd workiq d^rrr or8riirod
ta Sovict& To tl,ltr tark lrldln
r"voruuolrrlEr mult dcvotc thcn-
slYls. Bdt&h coEDdairtr murt
tr[der t[em orcry poldbtrE ar}
tnltrct,

bc rbandoofd. tt it on! dritlg to f,.m
agraBttha tnti.workine daat nltult ofth.-shi'ib lrdln. lt ir quh. mothlItot ll into udng tha t tn dl}t 6
8 rh. Whh! fbur. rtld.,D;rq}E
srrc.t tporuG or.ivilirdolr *
p?ta.m tha r.th[our lrrd.r, .rd
lhalr moy8mrnt dt t actionarv
Ugot3 m b€ttor, or polUc riorr
tftl,l, 0l. Shrh (rftu rlt tfio Sheh
doa! not wafrt to rrlutn to th.
slutnt clmury, cordemn somdr to
rh. y.il str}.

CONTINUEO i^! .,,-y" on^r
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of the
flla SFnrcin! cantal rtolln-Dof,n wlth tho shltr, ooym-witr

thc Mrrtbhr" ir in our vicw rcriourly
rdrtrl(gn. Firnly th! Shah b .t th!;D t th€ crtral tgentof Anglo-
Am.ri€an lmpsrisliim. Ths Mu[8hr
on t,t. oth.r hsnd .ra leadim ms
oPpodtion to the Sfuh and hir
foadgn dviron. To equate thom
orrt 9.r tho rnti-imperielist feelinos
of tt lraniln mass" The Spartacijrg
tlrrow togo{hGr in a hopelc$ lumble
lrcty atpact of th6 m6a movrment

_]ld hbal h ,"actionry. For ermde
ttly lee rtt:cks on ti J +uiiur a,

ard wrcngs
iefrc
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ktr'G!EEt!-0$5ddao
'ffir!8Er
,da--iffi*ffii!.tr$htr in lnn.
Itd'G.r'r El-'shdl.drrrm
Fd0ulfB.il-ffintioCt(Iln
Fry. ln Ou lr,prld:rt hotilhnd

' lt d.io.rfs.s lro r thg cirtEl tackt
of cxporing thr alibis ot th. CtlEr'a
and Orveru and.mbHlitis! tfu wo.k'
irq Cos to Hock anm .*d 3uPplha
to th.i. dirsct E{entt i't han.

On tlra6s rocent dc monttratioo!
in tolidsrity with th. tlrulgla ln
lrrn th6 Sp6;tlJists have been cxd-
udod fronr ihc mem*r by lhc otlan'
it8t$

At tho CARI d€nronrtration ol
Decanr'-rer 17th in London th€

- sFtadn contlng€fit w!3 txduded
by tha CARI orgr,nisars with the full
comClcity of tha lNG. LladirE IMG
nBlrterr pattidpatcd in a coldon to
rfrts th. Spartrdtt3 lmm dr!
rl|.rdr. That Go.don .lloxred th€ polic.
to lorcs thoir wsy ir o ths drmon-
rtlllion Itd ro hs .3 tlu Sparbe
i5t3 until thcy l,rft the ddmnstEtion.

Thit ..ibn by the CABI olt.na}
on rnd thc IMG mud be cond.rnn d.
Wo hcld no briof tor rhe' PrindPla
doFn3 ot tlr spa.-tcistr' But d!8
CARUIMG sctign ($PPort6d bY

dre SWP) enablish€! . Prec€d.nt ot
dlowing the police to inte Yom in
hbour moronEnt and rolidtlty
darmnir:SarE 8d .gtions lt moam

: t-.b SrS txrtaust Anslrt
i nsbrr urla cautio.r, Thoy t ?

tlat in rly .ttamiisd roludoo
tL nllitry trladri rfgln
ddnl!0rr!!, llovcrtfu lc..1fily
will ht rrr.m oft the lGh lf
Bakhtia. llllt to Hunt tlr m:sra'
otforEiv.. Bsldrtio/r ToL it to
p.dfy rh. F$rCa cn dlc on
h|rrd Jid ooma to Gn urdffitfrd-
lng wlth thc rdiioqr ls.dsrt on
dx olhar--$.nc. hir rtnmpDd
flfufit to Ptb to t lk to Khom.lnl'

Khorneini, rr loedtr ol drs
Pppodtion ir etbP* to
tusiYe pnsute lrom {ra vrlictl
'forcat mlking up dr. Jtli-gr.h
.coalhim. Over thu pa.t mcndr
hir ralula ln ParL h! barn tlrr
t6na of mdry dcputatiom utglne
co.rpnomir. Ths lhtion8l Flont

,,;r..rt Dinur Farouhar to Parbjn
-mid Jmutty. At ttc t{ll€ tim€
Khorn ini trEivod . fivr mrn
&I.gfiidr from ths Tah.ran
Orrnrber of Commercc altd
lrdurtry whi.fi comfleined o{
dt indurtrial and comfiatcial
r.dq frcing drem if th! 30ikr
bqluh6 lKhomoini nover'thc'
bl. ttt5od dl coropfomi$
bafo|t hia r"rrrn to Idlrr r,
ltrough thcr . i"ns vacilktinn
amqEtt hlt .dYhoE oY€t
gr*l*iar': prolrctcd virit. Khotni-
ni h8 rhrouoollt tn rlruggL
adtrd on da rrmy to dst*t tha
rralrr. hiddly h. .EF.Ld to
rft. lGn raL to 'rdly to th. o.ua.
dt edal0r ills*la - -

- 
3l .f0.781. h rtre|u d.yr
dncr hit rtturn, l(horiteini hl.
rBds it dar lh.t h. it no! e
mmittld to brcrkine0p {rr'
enny srd tro por* of thr
Gonrralt. ln la€t lh€rc ire t€t-
iaar! riona of .!.l ttletllBre.l

the .rtabli3hmont o, b.lr: rrd pror'
criptions in th3 l.bout moIllltlll-
a tactic nprt natuElly thc p.oFrty
ot th€ Stalinirtr.nd l-orl] brl]ou-
ct815.

Workor! Powor-llong wirh t|lc ICL
and tha WSl-declerrd in tdnnc. our
oppocition to th. b.ri on thd Sp t'
arins. Wo will continua b do ro on
rll futurr danprl'tratk r& ln lly
rmhsd ftonl rlogsm my br nircd
*l|idr othor t ctiont of,th. thitad
Front find obis.tim.bL or ar.i
r.rclk mry. Diffd.nc.l xlrhh th.
hbqrr movrmrrt murt b. atdtd bY
aJiumsrt, not by tha ur of i@n
sq{dr or ths c.pitalin plh.'

'.--ntr mobilid;.{d dr. -:
oDergd dra arxt ir!!r ln
lr4 drorlgh 4trcd.rhnllr
$.h sd mydtr d ln nftdoor
idaoloo, pa33nt' .ll motltplr
dt?.st fo privrta.rroF.Tty rlr3dra
t crld ot FroLoa, Fot $. ms
mat imin dtrt ta nid f,ill
not ba lnat bV I tqlnx ltor.trcr
'ldmic', whidr L b-.d ot it3
prervdon. Ot rhr drrr
h.na it b in di. dhrcr hnr.rt
ot dl. mr..dt $n dl. ditdCit*'
srd ollGbn ol tfi. mY dldnt
.|]ar @mCat ly fiollt th. nhb
uirr]a, ot ttlr of ir'
to.t .3!{ rrpl.atlon mutr ba Lft
tfridng upon rnolfi.t, 9utrlry

' 1lr lhL lortrcs frmdnrd'ftmdnr
.rtCly irt.st d..db dl {t
mD!-1.3?

Ths lftnler .rflty i. mGirs-
b.ttl.. n tfii lnd tour nrhOrd
tfiourmd mcl. fha m itary
commrnd punuo rfir Follcv of
bqing rh. lrmy conttn{Cy or
dra mova by na{rt of mrrdrr
Hicopt r fl.rt!. Soldi.tt ...
6u3 protssd ftom 'contllllln'
lrion' by b.ine ttrlomd fot loltg
.mq!g civill.B. ln ddltloo Turt-
idr{p..kine EldLrr ftom
A:ltryn wlll hr u.d for
npltsion in Trtl-a{tH
roldror: ln iidrrd mc. ln rd4
hbo rfia'| ft dib taado.!-
hlCily nrltlhdl rd hdo.tle-
.td Ut, rh. lo.ma&rai
lmpdd Grnd vJ6o tlrlb
BdFd.rrFrfftot
ixrmdi3t3 .t dl. Ldrrr E tt.{t
in ltD Jmurry. &n.arr lhb
hrd.ncd Gorp b nor lmmur &
da arf.cn of lh.t dt , f,t
doall& ln D.onrt , rtrl
.nli!frd ltr r burd irto lta

Key tesk to break the Army
l filml llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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fil..dhaafaarn rnf.
klo dno lbagE:fr Sl*tt t'
*firr.h rftc Hccd ot htstiri
el courrlr*r hnEt Gr 0rdt
lhsa dlo mt!it$', bctEparrin
tyrsrmy rdll cd't'!s, it tflotlly hr
sll I|d FdltiE torEtl'.
tu Ssidr{11r6loq(#:mil, i
F;rcsriorfliiiBg'alEEIJea?., .

imp66ro bs$re{h?Ffod r..Er.
i.n$ht of ttl. &bGfam{d rd
&: matt mq.lrilfloo tfto
slr:sts, tha belrar lBruhrltt,
rha studenrt E d tho ttrlkln!
worlor:, who hlYr nrdr lran
'ungcvcrnrble'. Brlfilirr rry .

r3!l b3, !3 tL Atn rlcs6r tuloadn
Ncwrwcak putt it 'Fh1lo|oehlc.lly-
a Sw:dirh stl4. Social Drlirocnt'
but hs is lird, not lo ! m&.
r3furr ist rsorr(g! qqtnlation
i, a srable Ers?opolfttt{art l-
:m, b$ b rhc lratthn HiO

--)or;ilir8:d, ln thr midda o{ r
r,;volution. Tllo Prrb drilY 'b
t/iorCs' b mra, ltra rrdtk ldt.n
it printt out drat BaL\t'ta, It r
6..oat rlmirar ol Gc1tard dr Gaulh,
ind rEtsrdr himrtlf o 6 'man of
*:ridon', ChcrlY br would llk!
to lrlsy dl roh of r 'dgmoGradc'
t6Fa..
Il.dstEofthd.ct*

o t rt gP ro thll.-t of t lo
mltt.I tsaldltid{..{(,y rftllolrt
pos.r'. B.ktti.t ir in lto hn
inttaoc! r ldrn at rrt. g{ordt.
Ho l!:$6 ord.n f rto rolldrn
tq lurrd Tdl.r{r dtpon rnd
thoy dor it llc lt'ttcr ordon
for.ho shooring' rnd 30 m eud.d
dorvn a lha lmpcti8l,Guard nllr
amolc Th. G.mrdt rwold,lika
to ,rr.[& xlEL mofddl,
to rhdrt&S $r,terCqn ad

- I'!te/GsdJ, in lrlch d:
,.,.nt. 'ro elcs|rt h.E{olty dd



i.

i -jftEl---acrrdto-ttlraLr=lr-
I iFl*a artt rrir oi

. d.EHEtU otor.
frqft*nrfmrlt3Flih
-lrrruer ' {ra and tola lrlnahd
thalram a.e.arntt 3X af $a
omCoyad poFuldon. Thr rrcrgr
roldlc ir pdd coorilr&ly nDr!
{.n ft. ron|. uft.n iit
rurrl Deor, tlDugh l.lt lhm .
rklt d uorkd. A. fr lr pGlU.
tt rt lrt iDlrtd ftom tod.ty,
r.rrhg hllll&.dlof milo Itolr

. th.h II of rsuhm.nt Th.Y
.ra t{rllrlIc rildld uith qmlt
ard fu ormr: ol ililhry lllt.ll-
ifm. Th. dbdr..doo otth.
tmq. u.d b .lriit r dftFnrtF
.tor! h8 r..Gh.d LrJ Dldr .r
vrlou pohrr. Unitr h.rc irin d
d.rtEtt'lrllbfl or rfird to ffla
hn tr F.rdf,le. of lt6dsot!
,rdrr loldb?r h.Y. drot llranslvo
a th n.ttr at tha brizar Brrrad(t
.rrlrl- T*r.n ln DErhr rtbta
fia dhd llrn bqrttlnb dl.
tticrd nE .nd rp.lyd irt
}Itrt t ritt mdritl illn flr.,.lih $. dll b.art d nnur.
fui oo osorrrrtr. &mv niordc
$urrmrin but mt troln.

Tb Offfcc Cooc h rn cltr
; fiota dIro.l.d ftom rod:rtY.

Itm *try Ooot trlrc PpibirQrrn of tr Tlrm lrrtlt'filrGb.ru-ol-O(i-
agr.ool3-6irur

ft€ AyftollEtt Ru!h.{l.h
Khornoini has said thtt he r.g.rds
drc m* dsmonsthl ons in
Dacamb.rtnd Js]ruary as 8

rcfrraodum in his hpur and as

I mlndat! to name the mornbers
of a prwiriirral councll m.de
up of 'tloclcm bclirrert', a nortr"
promiar Jtd s paoruond govorn-
rnant. This goYfnrn€rn rYould prrpar6
electims, Khom.ini, in an intarvicw
widr a 8olrut ne$Bpap€r, hts indicEt€d
that h8 do6s not accoPt tho idea of

. a ona prty rystom (Economirt
- 13.1.!S?91. Furlhcr hs Prodrihs
*tzl "tn lCanb govtnndrt is not
6lrjta,y5,td l@kl@, Wa aPPovc of
cMl&,r'.ion but not that which
aa qtfrttt drc int8'r5',t and dignw
of utr pdc: Does this maks
Khornoini s derno{rst? Fsr from h.

The Shia hicrarc*ry, ol wlrcm
he is th€:pck"ms?'t havP as tt'eir

dYll a rdhlour. Th. high commrrd
co rtt ot tdociort loytlitls b
th. bon Frtl3t r.glmo. Altioufh

,o olt|. rffir Uood-rhirtty
rrclorri.. Gaord Glholm
Ali (hrbi,.x{dmlniiffio? ot
m.rdd hr in Trh-ffi md Gs.rd
l(hoiot4 drlrt of .ft€ '.ii crtd4r'
hra b-r mnovad or posnd lo
.ffitt !rrtor6, rh. orlll,oot ol
tfu Hlfh Comltl.nd i! wdl $mm.d
up ,y r aFl(r nrn for rfu pro
S.h Folitlcoo, "At thc mqnmt
rha comllt.hdr! don't know xrtadrt
to.ftoD lKhorn inil up fur dog rncr
o. t ua him fur tlrglt pr.adc.."
(Gurdhn 22.1.rtr,91,' . t/b.t ol tt G.n r.b rrd tho
rrtfcr CorDa klrot ttlt th.y
h.v. ltt{. io rxFct .Ept poFrh
Y.ng-ma orE th! urFona dl
rqtcdon dlp frcm ticir grarp,
Th.y hrr' r|o psrtp.ctivr cxpct
to rttOrpt io drosr$rr mor.ilirt
in t .a of blood. Th. m.l.s| ol '

nnk rrd ftrr roldicr:, on drr otltr
h d, ce ba won oYor; tha
ilohd mudnid r.ro.l thil Brt
ro p.!*n a m.aaiYc bf,tltdown of
morJr rr.h th.t thr loldi.ta
tr-k r.*t .nd ioln thG mcta,
plr frB to dl. worka[, Fra t,
*drnt+ rnfrt fh.l? oftlcan .tc
r.Cri- d.cidr. orr.nhrd aion
o.lfh t:t of thr ms1

Th crn uc no ooutt ol tfto
lroLn ..d sllllngnd to
t.crtfior of tlr. mrGer ln tfio

rtrf,tl Th. c'udd aflot{on b
lffi rt ttdc gp.lrrr le+
cific taaicr: The banrgcoll
oppoitbnirB ln.th. l{do l Frc
Ir tn colhp'. of rh. Amv rlror.
rlrm lho, f.!r r milhlry dlctiEi$iF
ni hErlv oclalV. cdtatt lir.
gpC. ol thr t lidout oFtdtbn
oflr lkda to th. tolt. ot pcmt
.nd sorksrt in th. lmn . ildth{-

. do.a Xhomdoi with to hundt .n
lnrunrtion..Hr hbp.. littm!
detro]Iffibrlt plur tfu crrrdm
of .rhrdow prditlond gortr
nls will b. andgh to rln er
r ircy rcron of rldrcr llla hl$ -
commerd or th. ltlamlc nltlor5
irt colorlr. ttlor k ltiboli gurr--
llhirm lporopriat. to tbra t .Lr.
Strtcglc.lly h r6i.ctr th. lFl ol
prol.trrhn roroluilo.t .nd itu
r|birctt th. rorklng Gla! b an
.llhc. ldrfi th. 'nttbrC
bourgaoi$e' md'th.'Frogr..dv.
ClhIG.'. lt .leYst:r gurllh rugl.
Itr.lf lo r rtr.tsgy rnd ifr.lr hl. llor
bilt ttr b.r ln thr frc!o?l6.Dd
workplur rnd docr rEt ba. ltt tf
on tha-tdt rganirttion ara t.lt
Erivlti ot th. rYorldnl dD.
workan' Goufiilt, r wld.rJ
militL t& trrdne of thr errrl
.tlka lnto !n in$rrEctiqr, ,rqulra
. p.rty wlrh . co C.t-y dfrritl
prtraiYr

@nEEETM

or ths powor to nominata candid
8tes, tor tt6 Shia clergy .t all
JgYel!. ln an intewiGw r'.rhh Le
fbnde (f 0.1.1S791 he mlkes $ls
dar,lle will dwge a @mmltte
to proeed vihh conaltatiotts to
fotm an A''r/,,blf. Tho @ple
hrya drady ptonout@d lheh
will @ hafi an lslutric govcrrn 7g,l
But lf aG@um bn,f,'',,ry
on tha legil t€sis for it, tE wlll
not ,t,nr'fthi& Tlrc @nnltta
,r,puld iotldst of ,6/lierert lt
auld lnclude ulinas ehhs
with full or wlth otuvq *,tua
lltc will ptoqs I andi&tefor

''d7€ pml&nq of the RqtUlc.
. 

Ha l}r,auld have to b elocted by
.the peopb. On*.atcdd ttG wuld

'lrppott 
him. Thd lawx of an

ldm ic At@ftl$ttt wld. b the
i, ,i, i

caNtlNUED ON NEXT PA6,E
EA" 6

Beware of the RelEous leaders

[\b to m lslainic
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idsal a Moslem th6orc'ssy, Over
the lsst fifty yosrs the Mullahs
havlfGt control ouer education and
the ldw which hove been sedriarised.
Thoy hov€ lo$ the ,tv€qf lands
which financed the mo3ques, 8nd
dry hsve lo6t 8ll lnfluence over
mt ammrnt polisy-mo6t notsblY
tho porvsr to onfoice lslsmic
pr€ceF':s with regard to womm 8nd
family lafl, Empty of Plglrssiw
contsnt !s most of tlr Shah's 'rof.
ornB' wsra, tte restorstion of th€
higrrrchry's porer in all these
arbrs Yvould cleldy be r rectiomry
acr. fhe compl€te'aopars*on of

, Morqua snd Ststa is 8 mcs$rs in
$o direct intd?n of wakers, poor
po66riG, studenB End intDllocnulls,
v€reen and fie nstional 8nd
rcl'rgious minqitio3.

At tho lewl of state pou,3r
Khomeihi wants to build in a veto.

(...

I ir



' . ai lslaln." Asked what the
6ttitude of such a government tlrould
be to [on-believers, Khomeini
replied,'Ttla vould tty to dtow ttv
ulay to glvation to thels p@ple.
lf they do not sant thisthq will
be fre in tleit daily life prcvlding
they do not foment plod harmful
'o the paople and the &untry,"

Khomsini's closest political
rlly in secular politics is the
politician MeMi Bazsrg6n head
of the lran Libaration Movcmont
which stands outside the Nstional
Front and is opposed to the
inclusion of 3ocial{emocrats in
any future gov€rnment. Bszargan's
party is svolrredly lslamic. Thus the
gosls and politicsl slli$ ol th€
religious opposition are far from
consistEnt dermctScy. lnd€€d an
I slamic Republic dosigned according
to their wl3hos uould b€ a pl.biscite
bonapanirm, alboit with I populist
and anti.impsrisl i3t colouration.

The sructure of tho Mullsh-lod
opposition ir pouorful and danger.
ou6, l$ main socill b8se, the
bazrar merchrhtr of Tbheren,
dispos€ of an Efficient org.nisstion
headed by fiye losd€G ordr ot
whidr hrs a netr.vork ol arbleaderu.
These ctn .nobili!3 garlgs of.luti'-
unemployod youth, bazrsr portaB
and laboursrs. Eidr major leader
is reported bGing ablo to mobll.
ize s,mo'luri'whhin h.if ad
hour. This 'tUilhi!, can bp I
serious threst tD the vvorkino class-

The relioiour oDDosition is6lt

is also increasingly well organised.

- Teheran is subdivied into nine
dinric'ts each headed by a ulema,
controlling the base organistions
officer€d by Mullahs. The nine ulemas
form a council in daily touch with
Khomeini. According to ths ulema
Mou$!doh, the Shi'ite hierarcty aims
to form sucil @uncils in evory town.
Moreoueq'"Th* will b Nrmaft

. ent councils wltich wlll occup thon-
s,lv6 as mudt with polhiczl lite es
with raligious, since in lstam the iflo ,

ate tid up togdler," (Nouvel-
Observateur 1 S21, 1. 

,1979).

Oespite Khomeini's declared
suppon for the oil strikers and
despite the urdoubted faet thar
most lranian urorkors have massive
illusions in the Ayataollah, the forces
he hedr-the Bazaar snd the Shi'ite
clergy are and can be only temporary-
militsry alliss of the lranian
working clais in the fight against
tha Shah and the Gonerals. The
hostilW of the religious adivists
to th€ clals interests of the workGrs
is already mrniren in the Mullah
provokod attacks on demonstrators
who c6rry red flags and in th€ir
(rident sntl.commu nisrn. Ls
Nouv6l Ob6€rvateur (No.74O)
reports tho tollowing, "The left
milieu iE Nnning to gct alemd,
A few day, qo, at tha Behedtfitre
Zehra c*nary nar Tdrcnn in
the middle of a c,od lktdtlrlg
sttsttiwly to the mulldts e terker
stood up to E,E,,k on the DroblemE
l&lng tha p,otetariat He',,f6

Opporfunists and sectarians,on lran

llllll{l lll lIll I IlIfl ll|I lll I III I I I II I I

THE II',ITER].iATIONAL MAm(IS'f GROUP

Thc Unltcd Socrctrrht of rhe
Founh Intcrtrationd {USEC)- end
their record of opporrinirn'#th
regard to thc Indrn rcvolution-
will provc s fltd ftilc lo its
followcn in Inn.-
. Thc Folition rhcy hne rrrucd
is identical to ttrt 6f rhc M;$-

. eviks in prtcvdutionary klrir
who Ergucd, rSrinst Lcn-h and

/the Bolshcvlkr, ttut tte vortcrs
movement rhould focur ol tte
strugglc for boulcofu danocrat.
ic dcmrnds liming htar to
utilisc thc frccdons rffordcd bv
bourgeois dcmocrrcy to buitd "
a wo*cn prty in prtp:ntion
PAGE 10

' for the Dcxt rtag€ of thc hirtoric.
al pmccrs-thc strugglc for
Socralirn.

ln Scptcmber Tariq AIi
oudincd the .kcv 

taC<i' of thc
fight to ovcnhr6w thc Shah as
-"thc cstqblislrment of a
tcpublic, tcsrorution oi tmac
unions aad polttial Nnies, fte
ckcflons on thc futit of uniwmt

, odyl, ltuwhie to ct c;o
Conilrwnt Asmbly ln odcr
to draft o eradtutlon. totot
,gtlotulletion of all thc oil qrd
mublrutiotul co m NnLs,',

AIi cblls for a borryeois, not
a wortcn rcpuHic. All tte

shouted dowl ,idh ,ies of 1path
.to he Shdr! Dea$ to Communi$rl: "

The task of revilutionari€., of
Trotskyists, in lran is to raii€ ttre
alBrm in the working class, diffiorlt
as this task will S. To warn worker.
militants, to $rin them away from
the Ayatollah and the Mullahs
and to resolute opposition to an
obscurantist lslamic'Republic,,
The masses, including thc workeri,
follori the Mullshs Uocaure Orav
havo illuslons-in the democaaq,
and national freedom thst thw
believe this republic could briio
and because Khomeini appears
to want to yn8*t the Sh8h,s
SAVAK tyranny. The religious
leaders and th€ir National Front
hangers on must be cxposod bv
mobilising lr,orkors around reai
domocratic demands cantrino on
the call for E constit ent assshH,
unfettered by vems and elact*
by univorssl suffrage. To tight tor
this, cJas organlsatiom of the
proletrri€t {ree from Mullsh tutolsgo
must be lormod, factor cfimltt-
e6r, workers council3, trade
unions 8nd the militia nec€$ary b
protect th6e. Above all ! revolut
ionary political party is the centtsl
ne€d, one which cEn spsaHread
th€s€ orgsns of struggle 8nd
uorkers' democracyl A pafi
pledged to fight for democratic
rights; agslnst an ldamic Rapublic
and for a Workers and peasant
State in lran.

R@rinted fIom WOBKEBS POWEB No.4 February tg79

mca$rts citcd arc bourcois-
dcmocratlc end the Coriititumt
Assembly is to fmalis. thc
bouryGoir ,lvolution, to givc it
constitu tionsl form.

The cxcus advanccd for thc
MuCim clcrgr by sociglist 

-'
Ctallengc vrerc introduccd witb
an anelogr ft,om a bourgcoir
revolu tion - "fia2las the f6t too
*ss o$crthrcwn by o mot€maat
which spok wlth o rr'lfiious
l,or'Gc. " Ttc moct Socidirt Ctrll-
cngc can muster b a dy rink in
Itc direction of "m methlas ,rbn',
thrn a bour8cob rcvolutioi'tah3
&NTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



t,

q dtTb Lcr9 t fiorc lat ittt
pr.zl foia fa ed nrolntion. Ttc
outc(;ae ls simost ccrt8inlv
bloody r€Enssrsr rd rnidry
&alafr5.f,I-urtm-li|rc-
tYeims Gcnmsi or Foitsgsa

-Prc;etf is rhe-ngot tavduiiUto'
eltqrat'v.: to srch trpltdm ad,
vitL 3ut r rs:Esed tBd.recrrft I
prol:iarian stqgh for powcc,ft
w l prrvc b'rt a prr,paratlon fc If,

With s rocy oss.rrrncc that tt
htt' tlc lraaiaa nrdution v
guatm:.e dcrnocracy thc mG/

. USdrI ho! shrrtd to count ltt
e&ctor8l chiltcf4i.tbefc!.the,
hrre creatcLh:rl Thlr crn
igno;c, c fi:* to E{dc* t
treio of cer:trallsh3 tbc vlqtcn ,

strftc coEmitteet itrto rovi.tt,
of calllng fa a rrncd roi*clr
militia, for thc pEpandon of I
lnxuracdm to os$ tho Gcoenb
corl-cl of &o amy , lot abollE
vc:ldnq clasr hlcpsndeoe fiom
the Uulilhs 3nd orpo.itim to
Lheir plrnr for ra rd,nlc RegaHb.:
Trusti::J to t&e Cotrrtitorot
AsrES:7 to iartinidondic
dficcfttic ?:ft!. ecy E r&c &r,y
*. at'lo to* fulI ady,/r;qc ol
tlrcm in tern; of dedopbg a
w;s:t't pna, tradc utlou d '

preVa-.ry a poP.erful &cbt l
htnea:lan" 'a the menmr- of .
FOCEP in Psu (Socialln
Oden$18;1199).

Ar the blcz:icrilg b.ffli
&trr t:lc Socblict Galbage crllt-
on bavc their cycs fixcd o an
dcctoi.I lnter"cndon after ltc
arccdsful bourg?olr rcvoludon
[ot on a progr! n Ea for ttc
rtnrgjlc fcr wortcrt po*rr.

, sbgiru olthc nioyqrlatt, t6tur?
dtc clsbcl lotds. r6be rtc teiL
b@t eyqrthing that sott ol
?qrzsarB wett4n horteJ,, apcl
the foreign *o*an In tcma of
thc tndi;aw8 rutiorpl t tttodib:
it @uU orrly bc intcwqly tw-
idd h capetite" lllgkttt'
Yanguard 5.1.'79). Khomc&ri
mry rdlhartour rcruc q dl of
these dcs&es. Certainly somo .

mullahs undoubtodly do. Rcsen-
ations do have to bc ma& hwcmr
cwn hero. Shi'ia Idarn emliclflv
rllow! rcinierDrctsdotr bi, thr '
ulamre ofthc ianonical tirllncs
of ldrm Khomciai-dthoudr d
oppoled the Shrh't reformr-on
mutltm divorcc in 1967 har
TBccntly lold I vldrtn! dclrradmof fiici that h, wo-uld tril
bring back pdyesmy; 'One
wifo l, caDugh" hc roma*d. (Timc
52.79). Abo rmonr hir
rlisciptir g Paris wcic r nuatbcr
of unvriHrl womcn. and dcfirtrr
tb r*rudocaoo df nil+oiriog
counn0Eo oN NExt PAtit

cdltq offi:cc sfSocialb
Ct,nri$!? Not at EiL h atr hu".
icr rith Ino!$ Trotd?irt5 o[
l2tt tuobrr 1978 s: i:d ar
&s solc gtoteal;t cf d:le .

"hwtb rctofutiantlcs ttwst cdl
fo tfu overfr:tow of rfz fa;rlsd
,rorrqd!; iB rce,Wrznt bl s
nptH*, en ieca:fr*t:*c*'ol . colfrt,j;riat a*tfrbry [teery*ctd t*tott:l e,lydal o$rw."
h e .diteid r€t Encot oo ke'
(Socuil .r':rel,6g; 9 .ll .l97g)
TUch mr msde ai'iar Ge crEpt-
I,m of tle ntzs-irc all'Si:h
r&i&c sac thc iilG &rryacd a
'&rv gatlc lJob th:t u boiEEmis
rl?olo*:o crs3 not dl thal mr d
&c:'Srcd r**a&tfuN
w6,fiq lsuFqii4{/to.,f,itt
afr&'+'F,gi*Wsstkof
E?-'riL..tll#a b ttr?ofi.
tW$tb twtdexl4pe*
twow orZgbtlam$*orkq
Pqa-ro, in , to 38ilof,-
M?pwnt nlq,bt to t&4
t**anddny owa:dfor
"&-.... 

AqO..c rtery.]'co***,-Ib@r*dltrecrcptg:
frrrlla*,fuutwtbb
WWbpodbL"|$r&
tdca& re:ary' bocr es uuct
ic&t& torseiltffic scidr
htrGid tdoorc'r Alnrnac
du to Trot*y'r 'Iernmeirt

. Xarohtlor'.
fte k:aian rcdors took oli

Hdrr' bt drcl c4pr'.Ee r b

I" thq jE;ta qrn-i ai tl3

'I'p;, ritrTERNAfIOt[AL .tr{RTAC ISI Im\TDtrl{CY

lbans.ueurclsFrfdt.
'Tcalbncy'r podtioa on Iran lr
living ploof that 8 soctlrism rErp-
odr to o?portunilm leijd! to
€rors 13 bad if not wors tist
thoso of th! USFI. Starting from
.!ccd to coulraiirt tho slvP(US)
rnd t&c lreohn Stud:nt dieu thc
Spartacists reird tito Cocas*bo$! wift ths Sbrh! Do*a wlth

, ,rho uullabrl" Pcirkoly ahlistod
by tho outaSp of hsnlsl-molom
udgocblist' a frct wltoc.sed by
rhrif i[sultiig epithct 'Mulhh
It orf, sad tho chortlor of
{i&ht Oot Iruiens 'driwn to
&Eho fpnzy by our dogsor'
th. Sffitidrb stlr&d otr tb.
tlpdry dopc to coa#bt!
rbrttatbn frcn lhc rmgP
r3rhst tho Shah, wonc to ro
codotsmcat of lhth ovn nrlhg

force tlao.in tle diEctiorl of
Flrin3 for rorks a:,1 wor,kcrt
DaFa. f'ul o1s rrxk lsi.r
Soebli;t Chleo3c wa; cquiyc
atiry e;in lYi.X: sor'::A mat' bc
'Ti;c most fovouruL!.-, de*liy
,rurt" lbc '1li:I pct ol ozrr
c;solty " f.;.t Lz EJC rro,fud
t:Jc'byari':tow ol t|:a *cnody,
lmmecbrc clecrloraJ, c Jrrro&il
of e &asnfir.E, /.,entU,fuL
c#ti,.rtttc,$2$d6, at,,,,.!.
,nrrel;*b& -.{i,€ l.i.l I.?t) ,

qlril:[r,,.arrfsdrE rr'dtb .ibrsiielrEftr{ELIGri}
,@ "ftr ocraHa &r'C opncatr.
't Rscludcaar'g sho;ll iro CouSl
, prcduot prog:..r.Ja a-1mt &co.
Bot tLc cetrbop::ce of the IItIG/
USFI'r o3itrtim b "o numrc ol
lntaplst ed deao c rrtc slo :ou"
c€abdr.g otr dr. Cotr titr.Et '

Asrpbly. (cc ra.li.t978) '.
Whqt C'rr, 'trt:ld&i$' All 0o

. udaG&d ri,*.r !.d3tr snd lla
prdai:.|1.rr: riridca n! f,ot
gifts cf tlo+:rtolsl proeeB h
tLc rirc:ce ci siiicr rcvohd.x-
air uir:r do fvitf bca*aoil
dcncenrr', 1*y ee Gc $nfefb
;cel to rvlilr.hr€rol: riorrri€s
gra s:l dich tact!5.

Nowl:rt ia t&c f,.IGAISFIT
D&rbl 

'i:J 
se sr":: -f,*l a clsrr

rtot@lat thEt to br} rlccaasfrl h
lb bou;eei*Ccaocnt'c red md..
1n.Oo63i1 l" :rrr dlg llroi3l
R€tob{ttr 16rr, L;r6c I
polctadra rczohtio" Ai tnc
c*pcricrcc of ttc nqiorrerolut'
lcmry uphcaidr frco tic ftst
-ndd rac uadclir 'l tlc f.rct thrt
'o.r ocleqf'E rot ! coosotrtiaro .

o uacdtlcd rctaflXrg of the
$oviaist rubbir\ whidr llllcd

, tb Amodcan press throughort
tio Autrnn. Thc Mullahc thev
dd,a wirh to rgsior" kan to tiu
7lh-cirtury AD, to lhJ.perigaof "the opsosion of Islan by
frt and the sword." They rvbh to
iatroduce sava6 Islamic h*r
pnllshmentr; slonhg, public
hraghg and whlpplng ci.. Thly
rYish to onforce t\c wcadne ofth€
wil and the rernoval of tiridrts I

Slvello wom.n by thc thrh. To
thir lftt thcy add Khor eld's
rpiEdte to slaughtor thg ryqftlag
clali miutants on tlc mttem of 

-
Ithc Indort(l'n mullaf,s in 1965.
thry dL his tattr4of wsstco
,etvllirntlon' quctht 6 I frct thrt
'tbc lfrritc Republil'Yill bc
:fuplyitarhf nilitcrl distdor.
ldr. .-
- lfir$-utaclr oo trot rtrtrlct
tteir macm to tho mullatrltcv
rco thc maru prrdclpetry h tf,l'-
movrmc ts tctd dupes, wlth m' '
appctitHor Erocldt
"But y4 hoe to luk at rte

,ddr*qt1qlsa.
Itr.pEo*tu.E . rriet or

&r!!lr8eft Mutlah hd
epoCtk[ r! s Frdt of wlddl
tbry cbrftctorb thc mowment

. s! mc of 'cle'ical '-cacttm'. A
lumbcr of thffc c.ltlrgc! Elount



' rn nct of delisnc€ agamst
-.*, i rlldatiufl ouriawing

,t'. it is plainly untmslhat the
Ino,/ement is explicitly for the
t rm of women to tte seclusion
, the home and thcir submision
.i barbaric punistrments, Such a
.r, rvement could hardly draw into
.r .,et protests and confrontation
\', til the troops Yagt numben of
* ,,men velled and unveiled.

l|s for the national and religious
r.inonties at st have wamcd an
Idamic Republic,b liHy 1o prove
a seYere threat to their rights and
}berties but il is wronc to sav the
rrivement at prEsent is consciously
r,lued at them. l:r8e contingcnts
,, jews and Azerbayanis took
p3r't in thc demonstratiom in
.r -,:ruary and w€rc loudly cheerCd
l:, 'fie cowd. Afdran worken
homes have bcen guarded teinst
pogromists whipped up by
Bakhtiafr clsrpdfn 8g8ind
'commuairt imndgrants' and thc
call for foreign workc$ to gct _o!t
was raised by Arlb spcaking
u orkcn in the oil fiel& aginst
ttre highly paid Enllish rnd Amer.
ican ovcrsccrs and 'cxpcrts'. Othcr
;harges are similarly gros cistor.
tlons worthy of thc capitallst 

-

yellow prcss. Khomclni the
Spartactub tell w '\ykha to
restore feudal prbtlg4, to tdtore
the clurch lids to t tls pozdilul
casre. " (lvv 5.I .'79). Khomcini
has uttercd no statement about
undoing the land rcform and hir
pcasaflt supporten would bc more
rhan surDriscd to hcrl.it.

\Vhy do the Spartrcicts h;c to
retail this collcctioh of hdf.truths
irnd unsubstattiatcd claims? Thd
answer is simple, they wish to
abstain from srpport from.thc
rrass struggle agal8t thc Shoh.
When they say 'Down with the
Shah!'th€ h faci inirudc a

provlso-otuy rl rt ls the workers
le,-l i.ly iurtiarunists who ti.t ii.
They oppose absolutely any
mittary co{pcration with the
non-prolotarrar oppositionists.
This position would mean
abstention from the demonstmt.
ions, from the confrontations with
the troops (called 'suicidal' in WV
15.12.'78). In the event ofan
uprising and barricade fighting
betf,,ccn the army and the people
it would atain mean abstention.
To justify this absurd and rcact-
ionary position the Spartacists
have gone all the way to white-
washing the Shah himself.
"l1,lbt we need is a pnrty thtt cqn
tmnffrind this kind of twtionol
chanhign ord counterpose a
proletuian class cis to the
ctareit instsbility. In the absetce
of thot one could morc easily
iurrlb ttittt stppott to tlv SMt,
r the Sotbt Union clarly is
dolq, tt@t to th.c Mulim
cLtirgl twrtonuiet, becalte if
tley 0e ablc to consolidate
t)owq all the evderce is it
canU only be wone th'ot Indoft
esia fot the wotking class, for tlu
peaents fot the rutiorul lloit-
id dnd the *omerl"
(Woikers Vanguard 5.1.'79) (our
enphatis W?).
Irt us assune that the Spa ac-

i3t3 do not wi$ to become lstate
Depsrbncnt Socialists', Then how
do they end up with these absurd
and shameful positions? Bascially
they lesYe knperialism out of
account. For them a direct
military intrrvention is the sole
condition under which the
opposition could be given military
suppon. The Shah, installed by a

CIA cnginbercd coup aird support-
ed by thousands of CIA, and
military advison is an ag.ft of
American and Bdtish Imperialism.

'lhe American'advisors' enioy
exita"ieittioLtil sra'..rs in ll iul.
Amedcan capital exploits Iran
drawing super profits from its oil,
from its indultry and from agric-
ulture. Iran is in L€nin's terms a
semi-colony. The mass€s, despite
all their illusions, are struSgling
against iis lnperialism. If the
USFI draw from this the conclu,e-
ion that working clas can simply
tail the mullahs. If they refuse to
pose the canlral need for working
class independence and lcedcrrhip
then the Spartacists lum this otr
its hrad. The mullahs are simply
reactlonary-idmticsl to
reactionary petit bourgeois rnovc-
ments in bperialht countri€s
lik€ the Potadists in Fmncc.

Whilst we in no way hide that
the positive goals ofthe mullahs
are not and c.annot be those of thc
working cless wc do argue that
Trotskyhts must participatc in thr
actions against the Shah aad tbe
Generais. \'y'hiist arguing for
proletarian ind€pchdence in
strateiic grals (workeB and
peasants republi:) for consbtcnt
democratic demands (including
secularisation), for proletariah
tactics (mass strike, *orkcrc
militia, s;in-ni:rg ove-r.lhe raok ad
file of the army, fot the armcd
insurrection, the workers ust b6
willin8 to 'strike togethcr' silh
th: mullzhs, bazaaris, studcnts,
peasrts etc, ie to form a dc facto
anti-imperialist military unitod - .
lrorlt. [o Trota]ry's words
'"\'le Co not solidorize owclvet
for a moment with the ilhttiont ol
the ,I7*3s: but we n/,./;st utiliP
whata . r .is progredve about thcv
tllus,cns to the utznost, othenryisc
we cre rot rettofuliolists Ult

' 

contetn ) tible pedlnts" "
(Trotlky oa g?'ain)

Khomeini pre attacl{, c,""} Left
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The ilrrurrestbn in Tahran wlr not
r, blow io th. Sh.h'3 g.n r!l3.alttl9
eight ot uhom hrre now paid to?
their crimor bolors firing tqudr.
It rY6 slto r teriou: blow to thc
Ayatollrh Ruholhh Khom.ini,to
the mulhh! rnd to th.ir bou0.oir
:llier. Khomcini rnd Brzaqan hrd
becn involYod in inienrlYo nogot
iationt with ths lana.alr for r
poaceful tr!ffifr? ol powr to
therpsolY* Whiln th. aault on
Doahan Tappah w golng on ,

mullrht in lor&p3aksr Yrnr tour-
ing dr 8ro. plcld€d widr thc att-
ad(cn to go homs on ths orden
of th. Shi'its l.ader. Thoy wcrc
ignorrd, TIlr rYorrt fearr of both
th Ayatollah and hir allier have
m.t ri.li$d. Thc army has dis-
intlgrstld md th€ ma$ot arc
armad.

The calls ol the Ayatollsh for
guns to b€ handod in to the mosques
mosqu$ hav€ been largely ig-
nored. Workers on st ike have

)
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only returncd t6 worK stowly
and grudgingly and there have been
protests from \..!rkers' reprcsent.
atives about the high handed and
undemocratic liiacking of the i
revolution by the mullahdominated
revolutionary committees. Y€t,
despite the crucial role played by
the workers end le armsd masses
in the overthrow cf the Shah. State
power has not pa3sed into their

CONTINUEO ON NEXI PAGE



rir.ds bui i:1to those o' tha shad.
owy 'lslamic Revolution ry
Committee' of the Khomeini en-
tourage. Bazargan's cabinet is a
poor second, existing mainly to
provide international respectab-
ility. This governmental appar-
atus is in no sense a gain for the
lranian masses..lndeed, it is seek-
ing to cheat them of the fruits
of their suffering and sacrifice
during the last fiftecn months.

\rlith Khomeini's sCconc tas k,
establishing his conservative
clerical'bourgeois republic, time
is of the essence. The longer it
is delayed the more will his react-
ionary bourgeois politics be ex.
posed To reach this ,stability,
a referendum is to take place
as soon as possible - in a matter
of weeks according to the Rev-
olutionary Committee, two
months according to Bazargan,
The masses would be stampeded
into declaring ror an lslamic Re-
public and then a rubber-stamp
'Constituent Assembly' would
approve an already drafted con-
stitution.

Revolutionaries have the trsk
of winning the workinq class to
block this reactionary design.
Such a referendum would be aim.
ed at obstructing any advances
that the working class could make
in the present situation. To part-
icipate in it,wsuld, therefore. be
to accept the validity of this ob-
struction.

Already the Tehran press is
being subjected to a heavy,
'lslamic censorship'. 'Worse than
Bakhtiar's' according to journal-
ists. Bazargan ts a$roU,Dced
that he will vilio rously enlorce
the'illegality' of the Tudeh
Party. . 'r.",...:,

Revolutionaries must argue
for immediate strike action to
win an end to all censorship and
the legalisation of all workers'
parties and their press. They must
argue against a referendum on
the lslamic Republic and organise
the working class to boyroft it.
lnstead they must call for the
convocation of a Constituent
Assembly elected by universal
suffrage and with no restrictions
on its powers either from the
Provisional Government, the
mullahs or the army.

'Khomerm'thlrd task is to crush
rhose organisations based on and
voicing the demands of the work-
ing class. He denounces Marxists
as traitors to the Islamic reyclut-
ion and threatens to 'crush' them.
.4ll that srops hjm is thar the work-
ers and rhe armed gueriillas are loo
strong and his own muslim forces
not yet prepared to turn against
the workers.
Khomeini has persuaded the work-
ers to retuln to the factories, to the
the offices, the oil refineries. Bur
what is taking place there is a
ceaseless round of mass meetings.
At th:m worke$ are engaged in
'-ne formulation of demands; for
nationalization, for the ousting of
pro-Shah managemelits, for im-
proved work conditions, hours of
ivork and pay, for the presentat-
ion and extension of all the ele-
ments of supervision and control
won in the mass strikes.

lt is this economic and politic-
al awakening of the working class
that L.homeini wishes to smother

Defeat

Stampede
First he must disarm and de

5eat them on thel'tr-e;. Ai;;-
unately despite the heroism of
th se militanrs. the qrotesquely
istorted 'Marxism '; r rliev

have imbi'-ed from Stalin's Rrlssia
and Mao's China will make it much
easier for the Ayatollah to do this.

This 'Marxism' leads to a view
of the revolution as involvino
rigidly separared srages. The goal
It the moment is the completion of
of a national democratic or peDples
revolution. To this the workins
class nlust resrricr itself. hs so&d-
ist goals - nationalisation of all
industry and banking, a planned
economy erc musr be postponed
indefi nirely, subordinired'to an
aliirnce with rhe.national bour-
geoisie' or the an -imDerialist

. mullahs.- Tht srrategic ali4ilicewith..rlr!' .

proletdriats class eni:mies redhdx
lhe Workers to a critical Dressure
group. To call Sris dangirous and
self defeating iole the l&dership
of the working class in the pcoptes
democratic revolution Joes not
alter the reality of the situation one
iota. [n practice it is seizing a
tiger by the rail, twisting it bccas -
ionally and defending youself
against the incensed beast with
appeals for it to recognise your
leading role.

Stalinisr-Maoist dialecrics iusrify
this suicidal course by assertini
that the principle qontradictioi
(lmperialism versus the hople)
is dominant over the firndamental
contradiction (proletariat versus
bourgeoisie) ai this stage.

This algebra of opportunism
has caused disaster a,lEr disaster in
the past two decades alohe as .pro-
gressive generalJ and 'natiirrial
bourgeois' suddenly ignored the
'principle contradiction' and
launched bloody offensives on the
workers. If Iran is not to be added
to lndonesia and Chile, the Tudeh
and Fedayeen militants must be
broken from these pc,iitics of
destruction. The Tudeh carrv
out these policies in the mos't
servile and grove llingm anne r. A
spokesman quoted in the Moming
Star (Feb 24rh) "We have shown
orrr good, will to Ayatollah Khom
eini by msrructing all our nrlmbers
in the factories ard the oil indust-
ry to return to work"

Their goal for the workers
struggle is a goverffnent of'nation-
al independence' made up of the

CON'NNUED OTY NEXT PAG'

Khomeini, taced with this
situation, has a threepronged
strategy. Firstly, to reconstitute
the profeslional army as quickly
as possible and to disarm the
guerillas, Secondly, to stampede
the masses into endorsing the
'lslamic Republic' through a
'referendum' and to establish
a conseryative bourgeois regime
in office. Thirdly, to isolate,
disarm, and then crush the Left
forces - the Fedayeen, the
Tudeh and the factory and
strike committes and to force
the r.yorkers baek under the old
mnditions.

With his first obiective, re-
establishing the army, he has real
problems. Rank and file soldiors
and airmsn have vetoed the
choice of Bazargan and the Rev.
olutionffy Cou'ncit for top comm-
and poihlons. Bazargan was fo.ced
to withdraw his nominee for Air
Force chief. The soldiers of the
1 6th Armoured Division arrested
the Brigadier-General appointed
by Khomeini's Council - he has
subseguently been executed. ln
most barracks continuous soldiers'
meetinis are taking place and de.
mands for the removrl of a// the
generals, and for the rcldiers'
right to veto all appointments,
have been raised. Bazargan knows
thdt he cannot ,/et order the
lroops to disarm, of use them
against the left wiog querillas.
l{e is using a timeworn scheme,
a 'Nationa[ Guird': Co;stituted
'rom soldiers, mullah-dominated
irilitia-men ard (lq€rillas such a
iorce, Bazargan hopes, can perform
-, holding operation$ntil the army
is rebuilt. lt could phy,the same
counter-revolutionarv. role as the
French 'Nationai Gdard'did in
June 1848 when it smashed the
Parisian workers, slmilarly, the
Freikorps were used in Germany
in 1919. Bevolutionaries must
counterpose to 8 Bazargan -
Khomeioi oational guard the call
for the universal arming of the
workers and peasants, the creation
of soldiers' committe€s and the :

election of all officers. Only a -

well-armed and disciplined wor-
kers' militia can protect the wor-
king class, the national and rel(g-
ious minorities and exteod the
revolutionary demands of the
masses.
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ir lslarliq obscurantisni. To -.1o

this he must root out the workeB
leaders the activists, the strike
organrsers. Many of these are Fed-
ayeen or Tudeh sympathisers or
are gravitating towards these part.
ies.



' raml FrriE tsurgeob p*rtics,
reliious lcr&rs and tlremselves.
They offer to hold back the work-
e$ to placate dleS) allies. Ailies
,*vho moreover up hold the law
5anning the Tudeh.

The Fedayeen are mueh more
aorasive, calling a large demonst.
ration (1500@) in Teheran Univp'-
sity on Februiry 22nddn partlal
Lefiance of Xhomeini's wamings.
Their demands include the cdl
ro dissohre the army, forming a
real 'peoples army'. They call for
'peoples councils' to run factories,
businesses and local affairs. They
call for land to the poor peasaRts
and full rigftts for women and the
opressed nafionalities.

But in the laEt analysis they too
call for i 'slnre' in the power at
the moment exercised by the
mullahssand the bazzar bourgeois.
The Fedayeen's'miutancy'
alnounts to a morc radical list of'
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bouryeois demoqatic derr..dnds
plus the hybrid 'p€oples councils'.
They add to this a cornmittment
to guerilla struggle "as a strategy
ar well as a lactic". This approach
is likely to prove an obstacle to the
formation of democratically contuo
rolled mass worken militias.

Groups founded on thi i basis

- whether in Portugal @RP) or in
I:tin America show an tendency
to desert the working class atI<cy
momEntl Eithcr by putohjst ad.
venturer.or by yolutary dissapp-
earance into the underground
when ruling clas represion looms.

To stand any chance ofinflu-
encing militants or sympathisers
of the Stalinist oryanisations IEn-
ian Trotskyists will have to stress
a number of key positions. In the
face of Khomeiniis offensive these
should be
AN appea^l for united front of
workers parties centrcd on

Th€ minority nationalities of
Iran have organisld to extend
thet d€mocratic rights. After p!o-
longed fighting with thc re8ime's
troops the Kurds have secured
limited promises of proYision
fo, s€lf nrle. The Turkoman
minority have waged a 2 day
armed battle.with Khomeini's
mittiamen in Gonbsd-e-Kavus.

Despitc 8rmed intimidation
and harassment womeu in Tehran
havc foiled pla.Ds bv Khomcini to
imme&atcdly enforce the wear-
ing of the chador in public offices,

Most vitally howeve! the nast
weeks harie reen incrcased 6Gdence
of worki[g class or8alrisation ir
conflict with the recime. 3.5 I

millions lranians are iobless at
present. Fastories d€'aerted by
their pro-Shah owne$ rlow lie
idle. Scrious shortages arE
reported and i.nflation is rusllint
at bctween 40 and 6U7o- lt thc
factorics workers are eltablishing
ncw trade utrion organisations.
Therc have be€n mqibr demons-
trations of thc urcmployed -
the Bekaran - in lran's cities. The
ulemploycd have occupied the
Minicry o;;* 

"" 
,estibule in

Tchran. Cotrstnrction *otkers
haw d€monstrated throughout
Iran

The o4anisation df the un-
cmployed has mct with rEolession
by the regime. In Isfahar ;t least
one pe6on was killed when

Khomeini's'revolutionarjr'guards'
filed on a demonstration of the
Balaran. But thc demon8ttations
haye also forced certain concals-
ions out of a reluctant rcgimc,
Bazargtn's goverrunent is Bow

' giYhg t60 a month loari8 to thosc '
ulsmployed Jhat are ovcr 2l -
insistinf 'hat rep8yments comm.
encc 3 n,onths after employmcnt
is rc$med. The ncw Minister of
labour - D;rioush Falouhar -
has alrcady made it clear that he
fcars a wave of migtation into the
towns to receive the loans.

With no prospect of solyirS
the moulting problem of the
jobless lhe Iranian bourgeoieie
is not prepared to dole out loans
indefinitety with tro prospcct of
rcpaymeflt, Like the Frcnch
bourgeoisie in 1848, who.abolhh-
cd the National WorkshoDE forced
out of then 6y the Frenih wor-
kets. so th. Iretrirn houreeoi*ie

, arc looking fol the chancr to
trelege bn thB inadcquafc
pE vrsron.

ln the face of this ncw resir-
tarc€ - express€d weU by a wor-
ker representative who wdked out
of ne8gtiations in the Tehran .

Ministry of Lsbour sayinC, "O y
'thc picturcs on the wall3 haye
changed, " Khomeini is moviag
to strrnBthen his hard. The 'Leftist'
Feday€en have bcen .lpnounced
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Break with the
tlrc

lr/ullahs!
with bourgeoisie!

'Ihe alliance of forces that
overthtew ther Shah in lran is
in disarrav. Khomeini and
the Mu[ahs arc set on firmlv
establishing a repressive and
reactionarv mle from the
mosque6. the Mirllah sroer-
vised rder€n&tm - wllera rhe
names-bf thme who voted
against an Islamic republic
were noted dowrr bv the
scrutinees - has stnincthened
his hand.

Thc bouSeoisic re snxious to
save and consotdate thcir propur-
tv and c/ealth. Thcir mmt ehle
r;pr€satativa aE to bc found in
the forrls of the Nstionrl Front, in
the feeble Premkrrhip of
Bazar&on.

Araigned agail8t the Mulahs
and the bouBcoisie are those
forc€s who took thc oyerthrow of
the Shah as a signsl to ext€nd and-
develop thet democradc rights,
to organise to improw thet liv-
ing conditions,

The polsrisstion in lran's soe
iety grovs morc acute dsily.
Ahmad Ali lzadi, Ministcr of
agdculturc, has committed his
Boyemment to takirg back land
seized by thc pca8ants from thc
old regime. Therr arc alr€ady
reports of armcd peaSants oraan-
ising to defend their hard fought
g.aus.
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Legality for a1l workers parties,
trade unions etc.
Al armed 'vorkers defence militia,
For a sovrcrgn Constituent Assem.
bly. Boycott the Islamic Republic
Refer endum
The centrilimtion of factory and
strike committees into city v/ide
workers councils.

These limited demands should
be accompanied bv cslls on tlre
Tudeh an'cl Fe'dayien to break with
the bourgeoisie and the mullahs and
join the struggle for a Workers and
Peasants Covcmment. In no cale
should i rotskyists obscwe thcir
strategic goal of working clels '
power based on soviets or their
total opposition to the tr(homeini
. Bazargan govemmed. It is to the
task of oYertluowing this Govern-
ment that T$tskyisls must win the
orgsnissd wci!ke$, peasatrts, sold.
iers and opressed nationalitics.



Maoist Fedal'een wij.h th:rr rr,)-
gramme ef an alliance of praSre-
ssrve ,oices against Imperialism and
and reaction.

The bourgeois of kan do have
their own fbar of a strrm(hEtrini -

of the grip of Khomeini and tho '
Mullahs. There is a very real dan-
ger that thc workers' orgasisations
under t}le leadership of the .-
Fedayeen and rud;h wir bE in_
corportted by the bourgeorsre
into their sFuggle to stren8then
the hald of thc Bazargro govcrn-
ment acainst &horneini

rn'the battles ahead lrani&
Trotskyists will have to " :tss a
number of key positions. In the
face of Khomeini's offersive rnd
inevitable attacks on workers'
living standards and oryanisations
by the Iratfan boulgeoisie thlsc
should be :
*for the complete indepcndence
of the orgalisations of the l otk-
itrs class -i BRE4UK Wl'fH 'l HE
BOURGEOISTb, BREAK WITH
THE MULLAHS.*for a IINITED FRONT OF
WORKERS' PARTIES centred
'qn : leerlity for aU workcrs'r' '

, pdrties, tradc ulions etc.
' An armed workers d€feDce
militia.
'For a soverEirnConstitucnt
assembly.
Defend the democratic right of
women and the natiotal and
teligious minorities.
i he centralisation of factory and
stri&e committees, the orgairisa-
trons ol thc unemploycd into
city-wide workers' councils-

Th€se limited demaads should
be accompanied by calls on the
Tudeh and Fedayeen to break
with the bourgeoisie and thG
Mullahs arld join the struSSIG for
a Workcrs and Peasants
Government. Ii no Case should
TJotskyists obscutc-theA strate-
gic goal of working class power
baspd on soviets or their total
opositioll to thc Khorneini-
BazarEai covemment. rr $ to tiel
task of oycrtrto*dg rtu:' uoverd-
ment thrt Trotskyists mu$t win
the organised worke$, petlants,
8oldicrs and opprcss€d nationrli-
tiec-

: a . !t i... i.
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Executions t Khorneh
,

Reprinted frbm W0BKEFSP0WEH No.7 June 1979

. rIhe lranish bourgooi3ie and the
Khomoini l6d lllamic ertablithmEnt
are continuing their offonrivc

: sgoinn tho independsnt brgani!-
ationr of the sorking cl.3s in lran.
They aru intenrifying thcir sttackr
on th9 Loft rnd tho moyementr
for democrrtic right that galherad
conddar.ble drsruth in the
nruftl. to bring down the Shah,

Prime-Minirter Bazargan,
spok$man for lran's bourgeois
hr' openly blamed lran's economic
chaos and crisis on "exc€ssive"
pay rises won by workers in the
last months of the shah. He has
attacked strikes and called for

, vigilanoe against the left declaring
Ayatollah Motahari-the arsassinated
head o{ lran's Secret Council':-as a
tallen victim of the struggls,against
Marxism.

Khomeini and the lslamic
leaders also recognise the threat
that the lranian t/vorking class
poses to the creation of an
lslsmicAepublic in the hands of
the bourg€oisie and the ihosque
hierarchy. This was shown clearly
by the actionr taken by the mosque
dominat€d Komitehs to prevent
the independent mobilisations of
workers to celebrate May Day.

ln Tehran Khomeini's supporters
organised their own demonstration

in oppo'sition to tliat called by
organisations of the left, ln lsfahan.
where a student was shot on a
demonstration of the unemployed
ih April, the local K.mi+eh
surrounded the Workers Houie
betore tne May Day demonstration
was due to leave, The lsfahan
Komiteh challenged employed
workers with instant dismissal it
they were tojoin the planned
demonstretion.

The mosque hierarchy has , ,

moved decisively against the
critiG o, th€ growing authority of
the lslam Komitehs; Khomeini has
called on Moslems to fight more
f iercely against secular opponents
of the new regime than they did r

against the Sh8h.
ln May lslamic.workerr,on the

paper Kavhafi lockad out
iournslists midltloriticd of the
rsgime; l(homeini b5cked the
rackinE of thsse,hiJrnal isti, '!thc
prets wiites in srpport of tl itort
and c&ninak, it it not our prec."
The lslamic duthorities have closed
down the paper Ayandegan and
the lslamic militia have seized
anti"clerical works from Tehran's
bookstores. ln the western city ot
Khorramabad bookshops have
been ransacked for left-wing books
rvhich were publicly bumt to

cries of "blem i3 victoriou:,
Communism is dertroyed."

The new regime continues to
face mounting demands for suto-
nomy from the national minor.
ities of lran. Kurdish leader Sheikh
Ezzredin Hosseini h6 aalled for
the solidarity of the Arabs, Balu.
chis and Turks in the battle for
automony. An unofficial militia
in the Khuzestan Arab region has

attacked, and briefly held,, the
town of Maeiedzez Soleiman.

While moving ro destroy the
independent organisations of the
workerl ilnd democratic rights
f or iournalistsand nationalities,
the lslamicilouncil has still had to
claim to be waging a struggle to
destroy the forces of the hated
old regime and to cbmmit lhe
regime to the *ruggl€ agsinst
lmperialism. t'

The much publicised sectet
trials qnd executions, the death
penalw rtrohounGd oir the Shah
and the planned show trial of 13
exd€Duties, two senatois and the
head of the Shah's National Be-
surgencr Party (Rastakhiz) are a
vital irih of the tactics of the
Khomeini-led lsl ric Council.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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.rs."traito6 to lsla l and the Rev.-
lution.'*The radicaLsed Muslim
guerillas. the Mojatraddin+-Khalo_
have been r€placed by the
Mojahaddin-Englab j-lslami. These
new armed squads, pioneered by
Khodreini's economic adviser '
Banisadr, and more directlv con-
boUed by the Mosque. are'now
firmly established. They will be
used acainst thc worke8 afld
against those ctruggling to defend
and extend democratic rishts.

The-di.iisions opening up are
visible to all. Even the Iranlen
Comounist Party (Tudeh) -
preYiously inf atuated with
Khomcini - realises it. But the
solution they put forward is a
dangeious 8trare for the,.lranian
working class. Epeakin* i,l the
French CP paper 'L'Humanite,
IletBncral srcretary of Tudeh .
K.ianouri - haccalled for a ooou-
J|[ front of a.ll thos€ forcef to the
left of Khom€ini.
".,..now it's a qu€sti,on of choos-
ing a tlcw dirEction, rifts are
€meBinE. "

Thst call, albeit in a diffcrert
.form,will be takcn up by thc



r iey serve to aatisfy the masles
+mands {or retribution and the
iismantlins of thc old apparltus
,-,r repre*lon. At the same tim€
.,ieir secrecy prevents ths masies
l rorn openly witnessing the true
EYtent of coriuption and tonure
and the real record of msny of
ii'reir new masters nor./ parading
t'reir credentials as fighters again:st
i:re Shah.

With many of the local Komi-
tchs openly using ex€avak forcer
far their work. the role of th6
!how trials in dGceiving the m83s€s
is doubly imponant.

The lranian bourgeoisie are
clearly unhappy aboqtthe poes-
ible dynamic ot the tri8l3 and
i)urg$. They knolv too well what
vrr:uld be revealed if the msrses
were free to unlock the secreis of

KHOMEINI ha! ddlivered hi6 lbng
threatened blorv agtdnlt the l.eft
and,democratic forcss ih an tt
tempt to decisiiely halt tha
radical dlenrent ol the lr8nian
revolution. The yetrnim for demo-
cratic rights, for nstional froedom
and the de$f€ of.woikar. and
peasants tdifiloy the fruiB of
their labour and their country's
natursl wealth waa the mainspring
of the struggle to oYerthro{v the
$hah.

It iow tfGatens Khomoini's
reactionsry utopilol an.ldrmic
Bepublic bes.d_on tha.nulldr hicr-

i a.chy
The nstioriCiti6 h.d to b€

tenorired into $bmision and the
indopendant organilations o, the
working claas had to be c.Urhard.
Firstly, the preas had to be com-
pletely muzzl6d. Thus Ayrndegnn,
the leading liberal democrrtic
paper on opposition to the mdllahi
was closed down on August 7th,

The masriva d€monstration of
60 000, called in protest sgainst
this, was set upon by orglnised
gangs well supplied with ston6
and daves and bicycle dralns. The
same bands of blrckhundreds ran-
sackod tte Fedtyoen HO ini
Tehran and odrer cities.

Khcrn€ini ut.d tl€ pr€t€xt of
disorder to declore illegsl, lUF
press the nowspepsrr, and order
the Brrest of tho lsaderi of the
radicsl liberals of th€ National
Democratic Party, the Fodayean.
the Tudeh and force thr"Cbbeid-
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Counter Kl'ronreini 'S

th€ Sheh's state aoDaratus. That
is why Bdzargan. tn thelr name.
has already raised the call for an
amnesty. That is why he is clearly
intent on limiting the authority of
the local Komitehs'
, Similarily Khoheini and his

henchmen have ,ound it necessarv
to put themselves to the fore in
organising multi-millioned demon'
strations against the US, The indig'
nation of the lranian masses at US
Senatorial denunciations of the
trials and executions enabled the
'leftist' F€dayeen and the radical-
ised Moslem Mui8heddin, to oBan-
ise a 20O B0o.trong demonstrat-
ion agaimt US lmperialism. Kho-
meini supporters wsre able to
qfrsnis6 a larger demonstration
and send crowds againSt the Fed-
ayeeQ chanting 'These are the

enemies of lslarh".,..,'The
People's Fedayeen mr.ist be
hanged".

It is vital to understand that a

stable alliance of the bouigeoisie
and the Moaque has Yet to Prevent
the mobilisations of the lranian
masses for the final destruction of
the old regime, tor democratic
rights, against unemployment and
for a decisive break with lmporial
lmperialism.

Only the independent org€nis-
ation of 'he working class, prepar-
edrto finally bresk yr.ith the bour-
g€gisie and the Mullahs can pre-
vent the destructlon of sle
workers' organisations, of the
democratic struggles and of the
leaders of the workers anfl peasants
wtro h8ve taken up those struggles.

students and lons of the clergy -
are Khomeini's chosen instruinent
.for crushing *e Left.

dis by now famous statement
thet the mullahs'[gde a mlstake'
and should havd " set up galloarc
in the main tquares. G1lt down all
these corrupt people and plotteri,
declared only one party, that of
Allah" is an anachronism with rerl
gard to the period February to
July. He could not have done dris
given the still fresh democratic
aspiratioir of the masses, ths dis-
solution ot the army, the diss-
array of the mullahs' own followers,
--But 

Khomeini's statement is the
programme for the counter.Eyolc
utionary cou&-etat. The profound t
e(bnomic crisis, the mouhting o".'
content provokeitamong the
messes must bd turned agdn st the
left, adbinst the minority nationai---
ities, against unveiled ('westernised')
women and agalnst {h€ liberals.

Hence the Komitehs dsmo-
gogically claim to speak for the
have-nots, the barefoot.p€ople -
the moustazefin. Their aim is to
mobilise mobs of these largely il.
literate masses against the privileg-
ed,'westernised' intelbctuats,
iournalists, writers and use them
to grind.the Lefr to atoms.

Thoy aim to install a power.
tul bonapartist regime before the
rage of the mrssei turns on them,

' .Having installed their dictatorial
rcli-, nodnlBt the Turko-

1

CONTINUED ON. NEXT PA.JE.

ment/disarmiq of the radical '
lslamic f$uifudeen.

This coud etat was the pre'
lude to a fanstical all-6ut assault
on the Kurds. Though they are
demandin$pnly regional auto-
nomy, thiir armed militiar ard
organisatlcns are not sJbicct b
the central mullah thofiacy of
Ouoan or Bazargan's feeble 'Gdvern
ment in Tehran,

Rhom6rnls as$mprron or ur}
reme command of the Army synF-
bolises his coup which marks the
end ol the political 'dual power'
with the lib€ral snd democratic
forces which the Bazar.ftn Govern-
ment strsddled uneasily.

Ex€cutive power now reside; '

firmly with the 20 man revolution-
ary council, cqlsisting ol Khomeini
and oth$ leading trgures of ifie
Shia Hiersrciy and lay strongmen
of the th8ocratic proiect. most
notably lbrahim Yazdi (Foreign
Minister) and Ssdegh Ghotbzsdeh.
(He8d of the media). Ayatollah
SadEgh Khalkhali, ths bloody
lnquisitor Geroral of the (counter)
revolutionary tribunals' black
terror su'rE uF this lederships'
proiecu 'The mullahs $aged the
revolution and have come to
power, and they will stay in porryer
whsther the United States or the
Soviet Union lik$ it or not".

The network ol KomitBhs plus
I the heavily srmed gangs of ill-dis-' ,ciplined by frnatical paaderan -

recuited flom the msssive, illher-
ate lumpcn proletariat of thli
cities 8nd officered by Moslem



mans in fie Nonh and the Arabs
in the southem oilfields, Kho: :

meini has declsred a holy war
against the Kurds None of thele
peoplel is lighting for separaiion'
All clsim merely autonomy le

democrstic rights within the lran'
ian state. But for th6 mullahs,
balsncing unoasilY ctop the mass€s

and unable for mudl long€r to
satify their most elementary nedt'
all detnocratic rights must be

crushed. ' ' :..
The Kurds rrethe b€st-8rmed

and homogenelus of the lranian
opDre*gd PeoPles. lt will take
more than arYned gangs ot the 8n-

raged lumPen'Proletsriat o{ Teh'
ren and Oom to stlppress them.
F6r thb t sk the full apparstus of
the Shah's 8tmY l, n€G{!$rY, To
use this e-ftoctiv€ly discipline must
bo restord.

Ths councils ttlat hare sprung uP

up in the barrscks must be crushed'
An operative officer corps-and
hiqh clmm8nd i5 Yitsl to the lrsn'
ian ruling cla.s. There has boen

considerable resistance W troopi
to being,ured 'allirltt the P€ople'
and refurls to so to Kurdistan.
UEimperi.li3m must be Placated
8nd induced to rctum€ full milit-
arV ano tealnicat co'operation'

Ths letter i! moredhan willitlg
to do this providing the stability
of the regima,i3 essured' State De
partment spokEsmsn, 'i homai
Re{ton sttBs€d the need for the
'buthority 8nd- effectiveneis" of
the c€ntt8l gorrornlt€n\ and thouoh
they would obv'rourlY Pr€fer to
deEl wilfi Bszargtn, qrter i5 f&
portdtrto ue por:ring a csutio(rs
policY of "strongGr r,lPport for
the theologicsl ly driven Khomoini
regime" (N avvs$reek)

(hom€ini's Black Hundred
ruls can obYiou:ly te tinlY a ttan'
sitional ons, But ilt .Estimable
use bto bdread th€ Popular,
democrctic ard lrti'imPerial ist

content of tfiG lraflian mais move'
frenf esifrrt ttre Shah. UnEn thir
oroc€ss i3 comPleted a military
dietatorstlio - undoubtedlY with
an lslamic colouring will be install'
ed. The onl+ foree capable of re'
',ersing this btDody Pioces is the
lranian groletariat.

Khomrini has not Yet dsrcd to
openly cordront it.-Thd mount-
im unsmployment ( some 35% of
th€ adive Population sccording to
the US Oepartment of Commerce)
and economic chaos has seriou3lY
weakened it! politicisation. work'
ers Committeet still exist in many
of the larger factories but theY
have been penetrated bY ldrmic
agents and threstened trY Fhq
meini with mass !3cking6 if strikes
and distrubances go on.

The lr.nran Lett'i Po6ition i3

weakso€d by its Previous com'
promiid h,ith Khomoini. The
T5deh - the lranianGT- bas*ed
the Ayatollah uncriticsllv right uo
to tha clo$Jre of tfiatr nswspaper
and offices.

The Fodayeen's fiitical suP
port of Khomeini's anti'imPerialist
rhetoric despite their courgageous'
spport of democratic struggles,
also leaves the workim masses
politicslly disstm€d..

Driven underground, deprived
of their press, hunted down bY the
'revolutionat gu8rds, lhe cadres
of ihe lranian Ldft must re'asaess

their parties 8nd groupings cripp'
lil, political w€sknes.ses if they
are to survive to take advsnteg€
of thc brevitable crisis of the theo
cracy.

firrtly they must strike deep
roots in the proletsriat, the fact-
ories and oil fields. Thev must fight
for nass action of the workers i&
cluding the.general strike and for
a workers militia to defend the
org6nisitions of the working class

againn th€ attacks of the-Komi'
tchs.

&condly they must break the
political umbillical cord with
Khomeini. Their strategic goal

must be the armed Dverthrow of
the mullah dictatorshiP and the
inttallstion of a worker6 govern'

ment based on workers councils
and a workers militia. TheY must
defend the Kurds and Pledge to
convene a revolutionsry constitn'
ent oscembly whi€il would, onee

elected by universsl suffltge snd the
the secret b6[lot, meet the dem(>
craric demands of the nationslit-
ies, the Pcasantry, wornGn, etc.

Difticult and dangerous as

this task is, it will be aided bY ttlc
economic imPase of the Oom
Theocracy, the r€b8llious *ate of
the army, the natlonalities r€sist'
ance and the restiveness of the
Bazz6al big bourFoisie tin€d uP
behirrC Ayatollah Taleghani'

lf Khomeini i3 to Pla9ate hi3
b€.rroeois backers. eftect a timitad
deal iith the white House/Penta
qon and the deePly resentful lrrd'
ian oflic€r cattc. he will be in'
creasingly forced to drop his m83k
of fathsr to the moustazefin (ihe

dislnherited).
When the 'loans'to the un'

omployed have to stop, whon thc

workers committoas come undar
attack, a miohtY wave of ditillus'
ionmont livill s{reep lran. For this
to f*d effective lsadsrdlip 8n
orsanisation ol lrrnian r€volutloP
aries wlll hsve had to be built €von

under the terror o{ the coming
months. lf it is.the "isolstcd cai6"
of "Down witti Khomeini" repon'
ed by Le Monde in the demon-
rtrations of earlv Auqust, can be
com6 8 mighty roar - on€ that can

s!,v€ep away the lmam and his
committees 8s it svnept awfy tho
Shah and his American adviaor!.

Yltrl Gulf olllic&. thr US Govcm-
nrrot will tlnd in troopa to tlira
t{tam.

ln lran, Khomlhi'r r.gimr ir in
d.ep oisi!. Thc n con3tihrtion
thrt gir.s dict tod.l pow.r3 to tta
lrrn h.i irat Iiercs rsrlJtanc. io
Kurdirt n, in Tlbdz, capm of
Az€rhlyEn, rnd in B.ludri:tan,
Tho opporition to Khomrini comr

CONTIWED ON NET| PAGE

PAGE 17

lillmililillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt

Reprinted ,from WORKEBS P0WEH No. 1l Dscember 1979

l\[c tailirg either" mullah

Jimmy Crrb/r Chrinmer prcram
to dr. lrrnlln p.oplt ir a fl.rt of
ninat cn wlr$lP3, induding t o
aircnft carrisE The Ama?ican rnd
Britirh Dr.3t h.v. b.on full ot hdP

"full tug$ttioru s! to $tltat co{rld b.
donc wlth th6m - bonrb tha olF
,ieldr, bomb t'hc 'holy clt/ ot (bm.
$iq thb Tumbr |tlltilt ra 'hon'
q[, atc.

Mi$ Lilli.n, th. bom -egain

. grrLthm moth.t, h.. arH to wiB
.rdaur. thit if $! h.d ! mi[lta

Thsrs i! no boubt that thould
drs loti.Us tarEEn't thtlrtcn thG

dolhB 3ha would hilo a hit mrn to
murdsr (homcini. Whilst a dil.st
punitive striko i! uElikely unlss
thc boisgs3 rro put on tthl, tho
lmp.rialllts at6 bu3y cDnfi3ctting
lrrnirn a!se$ held in Amui6n
bankt rt homu and abroad .rd
mobiliting sn oconomic blodod.
thst will squoeze th6 li& out of, " . 'rr/' ..; .

the llrsady iag0.ring lrani.r ': '
eGonomy.



, r,d l.slYira|(rrsq|r lfr6adG.1 /
leh $harltma&rf :ipolhlcel m
!*!stirs wto lsourr a @rnElt-. . - -

rcnal monardry with tha Shli6
i,ierarrfry dbirocrd l0 ao]lf, sx-

fron t{u har bcosrc

the Fodifcan ttu,
sdvss 'dt$
nF€'hlin' $e Tutrrsn

:t {!!..}*iitwmf!t{*f -..

,rard rsdqr] 6| t!8 rat*r
,od roffth+{rhttodf.
datrilerdon of tt€ l(itdt, Tub
Twr6;ram, Azriayrnb, Salucl{a-.r* 

ArEti, ro linc qpdth.? ridt
Xhonr.ini or Sirkmi.li *ill

:br grioidel ftt Eaitcd hedilf ' -

;t#&q*oltlE dllbaqr h
*.r44(*b e*tccdie
,*+rrs{#*i.ltrilirr- 
.rd perril{, cdtcir. rlF

: *fr.t'dsnpcrll,c:rocrfitf, gd
] rmi.lfirp*ir ia Fosl"ltlni..
Tl*i mu:t be no cbc ri...lt S.
rrtf, ol rDu?funt 'fi l,im?irlii'
iEncet.

Th. pbb.ftm follorlrct d hF
i.ttEdari r motivalrd by a drmo

. crstbm tb8l msrt bt $r.d fmm
baco ing lfi! rrI.rft o{ tta cort,
rrditx lr.ei3.r bo{Ilcobl, Th. 

.1

.mi-imFrldbt -Fa,Sattr of
Khoffkri's follo*llij in t ba ai:
r*d fr ryn pomrirp fhc mrdrin -
ory ol e viriout drsoczfic di(tatc
drlp; Eorh hd !o dqor drd d+. -
fu tdr lh. lranian mrrsrdi
thG ovattrd{rturn of dirtc A;.}
lqrib-.fiiw-

'U$ ffilrn Blst il.
Ectromb rnl tilirry BloclEal.
rDom F,ithl(homrhil&b}
*ip - ftrl deetotrtth ritlt lor '

?enrfiifr'mttsnradpmm
td!flmG lir.d otr tht rnad
'dm'(comd to.rnrrDliu
thrffirndfttnfr:lfffi,

eritisally, ttr .Fadayeen f,lth 6I}
sidersb!€ rsonatioor. Ewn dra
Hl(S (lrrnhn .rctlon ofth! U.dl
h'r iEsusd a {atanEnt ryhidr ae
csFa 6! lcod coln tha ami-inuar-
inli5t *rrgCr beln! w!g.d by dr.
go"srn il, .itt

Sr*!n.|t i! rtc t*'rr4|ty d
- r; .otut?sclrE&Ebrdirr b }&r.

sto{rn
r-ieprinted from WOf K€hr r'.rwin .uo. I I Decem,bgr I979

aaearuart*trb*
@ked didtator$h

ist regimo faco. hs

flepublic,

inflexlbb srd infatlibb lmam
cfilngEd fiis mind. The 'viorst of
tlr'tons ol Satan' arddanly becanre
legitimate nrgotirtors on b.half

. of rtrc lfurdidr peode. Khormini
. proIllilld th.sogr.€rtot)-*irh&ml
- i*.t**rbrr*rffiresmceor

the rlrurd;ouc adivldar''lf gi
rlpkrtiniay tribsf,dsAc*.

ord of Ckaolrai tha mbtrr oi
drc lnt3rior mnounEd tlrc ard
ot Milithr ffd fio *rnsrion o,f
militlry ofiartloft" TtE iihd wrs
orgr- lor thc tlm! htto{. .nd ld-n
ris fr fronr vktirhn

ffien
'. o@ere*.iifi.ruption
tl ldrl irdat *irrdn ot rr
*lt8r r. inT*iihrnx
tr! d;ildriiltiele qfft i.ni.

,
D

i

rploitr0tod( phco in d I

El(r lnd rprld to otlur cithr i

&rolutionary srldr had to firc ;
iailo th! rir to dh9.r' thrm.

ln tha Crrpisn Sac portt of
Brndr ad Euz6li, in mid Octob.r,
d*hofisrstoB bum€d lhc pollc.
h.dqurrten 8fter ptdlls hld Crot
rt crords of fishcrmen protBting '

tt a govemment madropoly of
fi*rh rightr Kh6meini wr forcrd
to racind tha governrn€nt rulfurgr

ln Tabriz. capital of Ao.-ffEn,i
ofn coirflicta crupH bstun ' I
the populre .td ths r.vohtion ry
guards The lmrm'r pcrand erroy,
Ay.loll& Ouzl T.brrrb.i, .lrt to
inv$tig.ta ttre mfabu: dolltr of
th. iwofutionsy cdnmttta aa!
mr Eradrldi cntlcred tldrr
DrttE ry as-GGrarr.ardG
!U. ffiL".tHe wi6 dtot fIrtru
tlre morque in Tabriz ) (L. Mordo
3.11.t970).

ln Tsheran hftist demonstrstlons
bagrn to b3 hald {.in st th€
Universitv. On 29th Ocrobg

@NflNUIED ON NExi I,gE ,.

to with-

i

drEy/ from the eithsJ4ill$ding ttr
tcap:tqi' Mahaba@ut they easily
re$oupcd, gshing rnaive support
f raathE populstbn includin!
S peaentry, vrho drslyr
'the paEdan ard th greKlroftahi
lglmldtrs_{qu4ly ara qrt{d

',ncE lgf-"' 1'. ,., . :

froh

and the

1

;llIiIuHuiliir*iiEnri* ffiMflfitrllllllll8lll${1ruflllillltlltlll

*.Froacfres,
fiost

rolution. Tho

rthlt
tch

of a holy war (iihd)
fta Kurdish

gusrds
the iej:ion
Ayaiollsh Klplkheti, tlle lmrm's

to a Yicious

tlt[1.
forces

the fir3t

ffii&rmr**tr rrst*lp
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25,.,ioo nudrnts d€monnrsH
d.erdL tha eltllcriStionaf
Ialltic**th&lr3 itrsbcdionsl
in rhrtionafid dr ]liumunr.m
ot rll thosa ruocd from JulY to
S€otembar: Tuddl (ri. lrtrlr '

fll"ffi,rsluffiffi
Errcn mqc onrirPsr for thb

Airtoll€tl! $t P66anlry, hith.rlo
rllrtivcly qulrrclt **a the '
r.izur. ol P-aHwi lsldl ln Fobruery
and lilrrdr' havc hcaun to orglnlr
pcam coftlfl*ttces in aouthom
Kudttrn end In AzerbeYm.

Thr bur$oirlr8 rocbl ard
politktl conflid rc.ulttd in !
maior political cri:i! lrnorq $G
lcadir{ grdrcr o{ $€ lrhm'rc
Rrrclritlon. ln mld&ob€r
Kholrrlnl'. 3on' Ahttd, srchimod
that -Ttr hn3n'i latdlt .!or
to&y . . .irur r' he !,.r ln Oom in
1388. Tli lffir Erdnh i.
lntflrdcd bY aotlraat a nlq
from cll trndcncicr, Pmh3 lrd
ffi".'khomeinl, 

ss dte lYnrfiPin of
ttr. cofifllcrtng @lonr .nd
dlousr withln tbe drrcY ltd tlrlr
Drdrilsbial poli&im. w!. obrbuly
iselirp *ir tain of trc t , of
urr botren ttrm.' 

Thc lirrt victln ot &. f*tbn
lldrt w.3 th! lffgsv FrBiond
oft Banrgsn Gorenmrm. On
furcnrbcr ct,t t r llcrhn ste
.filr Fnl['fut,rD d|g l n f,nqn hi',
ocorplsd. th. Unitsd SrrrEr E nbl.ry
lrd took El hosuga &l dt Edr
th€ Blzlrgrn Gd"ttlltrent rGtlend
End.Khomoini holrdsd PorYlr
dir€ctly to tho Rlvolutlon.ry
Couralt The 'srt6entt'wlr! !.ld
cre in'}lx. r tistrtli org.nir.d
grujping led hV Alghar lil.oulari'
Xhoenl, holdittg th. rrnl of
tolrrolleehm the fifit GaP on tt!
lddor.to bocomhg rn AYnoll.h.
Kh6nl, do+cly .{hd io thc
powlrful gcnoral rsersEy of $o
EGvoluthmry Coundl:Ayrtollrh

cde€n e Khbliilthe tsf,mib gu€r-
illss of a leftirt oricn&tion) lhs .--
Fldlyem c Khlh.rid tt" HKS .

(lnnirn Sochligt Workrrs hrty)
hav€ resumcd psblicstion. Th.
3t!ts nflrpage?! liko Ettrla'it}
hava'c8rrisd rrport! of prot!6il5
ag.inst Ept3tsion. On t{cembrr
17th, Khofirini .cknowlrdgcd m.
telsvbion th.t ttL Kurdith PSPlc
hsd bson wronqcd and thtt nqPt
iatloru whh ltl.h.lesden rsrr Pro"
tltl.horY6ll.

tfuIffi
. niEffiCosot*
irilt rkcn wlrb t u.&hr rd m

, tr.dicrionj Abdlc!r!+.i S:1 ..
who inidalr td*fbdl rh For.
aien Attahs .rdEconss{c Milr
irtrist ldvocat! r policy of scoti
omic nlti6n8l ism, Thit involver
repudistion of fore'rgn @t3. 8tt
lmpts to brelk frec ol thr doll !l
dro ,t88ru of paymsrt fot I rrn't -
oil snd r*luctirrr dcll productbn
r.ncpnffiC.YG!-i_
sdr.wa: hrdk dircoqwr{Ilrb,
WaritE?n rrdiar3 ifir Y sdlt
man' befoo hi lost &cLhrtlY on
the Revolutionsry Council ovr hir
didomstic concat.ion! on tha
qufrion of thti horigii-tiCiitt
obligEd to rcsign the Fortlgn tltu>
btry to hi3lotq.tirn riYal

Brnl tHr nco'gniI' El. dr{fr
our gsm6 tho sorlo{.lg .fosd

' Brlrsltti ItdKho"nlan drrtle,
H_c rEtEd lhG,rrgrn 4tttbn orlir.
I ris srlr,lfi! rEdtab'ial..i
rlrr (i3lsoltmarrtffiar*..,
dl! lDrlrrmmt.. IFgobD I

alEd.rm s.drd.lrrdft
. cnih{'. Morcova,lfir*rn I
an ong crdtrd i! r rrqt
aiincioo of rmrdrt f*ErC
r..fi| h I'.ar dtrllcqr t 4!!n,
il th. lrraD (lE|tr.tr}half, Ora
crnt go'Iemm r couitry !y
monrof pcnnanmt PqlIF},
adrv.' (Lg Modr, 7.11.79)

Of courr Ayrtolhh Bdt*'
ti 8rd thr kl ris "rdi..lf'
don't intsnd to do lhat ThsY h.Pa
ttat the lmam3' PEnigs, !nti'
imp"rial i3t dcmagogU hfl iqtled
them to carry ths Profoundlylrt
dcmocratic cofftlurtk t, oo
Drca.nber 2nd, YUill cn&. dl*t
l3lamir B€ubllcsn Party io tr
ths bolrd in thr sl*tiofl to tta
psrlisment, and win ttrc Prrt
k .ncy. Tho connltution'itttff b
! vlolent sffunt to all dGfilo' '
6.tic tlghts.' {n thc notorious -s'tlon
-r{rrsft€d'by 

lyatou.D- i.&ttt timsttt, tho rrtlgixn
gurdrn (Fflatgt&td1
coltflfl/uEo ol, t{€xr aAAe

Mohlrrxn d
srd dl,rctld
alo08r8 of

ttr demand
rrd t

", :.{'ry!;;*illlitr{Ifitrkrn tDila. -

idradtulr,'Cl4btr lF
bti;r' end,' a prd rcbrbi
_geatrrrtastlrc*,rtatar* .

- -?itrnram rnd thB Re{rolutit ft
8v€ouflcil hwe been forced to
m*e a'rrries of concoadoar to tfie
mfiGs whor. aonfidrna., Gp.st-
rtio snd dei'rraids hauc trdan ee,
eouraged ty thB tEtg, Adlirtidt.
rrd th. Irlullahd deoalogy. Th.
uremployrd hlve conr'lruld dloir
demomt'ltlons. The oll Y6rtat:
h'r fonrcd r natlonatrrnkr.rd
tqrrd ldsrnic offi,cial3 arrd |trslF

tffiror.
, hlve b-n

ln Tch.frt pa6t 19

: in € doihlHs ledfltfi! rrtskrt I

comDitta€ ha3 won I rrduction in
hourr (haffday workir{} wlth no

'lo3of Pf,Y, Pesssnt committoB z.
: contlnuo to bs foaned' Tho dctrFi
lrds arld lllprqt'rons svan ol tlr.-' pslrants wlto haYa g6in€d lsnd colr.
tirut to grow in .cope and colt '

tldencs. The Timss (1.12.791 re-
port a villogc hedman u r.Yhe,
U.r lt ilr*nrrLl {[hilrura-
tY. srl a docnor ln th. Yllhf.. Wa
rrmt hclth hrrtsnca .d lto|llr
ldtooe'

i fiD lmsr mnEtstt tihgf
t,r.r ttdiElt rld b:i- to udl?
thcir iogrm erd Prori tlrllt. Wht
doa thh rtmunt to ? FiEttY. .

vleoto$ !nti'lmFrillin, rnli'
Atiarican rhetoric, cenBing on
th. rct m of th8 Shah. lJlrxfi rr

, tilr'hrtdrer derrvet hir f$tt,
totally lunifisd rt thi3 dsfiand it'
rt a politlcal dsmand it it mclllY
rrmbollc.! pulling of thr Atnarion
vulture'r t8il f esthGra'

It is I divor.ion frotn tftc rrel
fighr lgEin.t lmParhlhm, rwry
lrom the dronic Problenrr t
faca $. pc!r8nb, rtorksll L tha
opDrtrald rEtbnslithr ol lrrn

t,tim th. grhf .rd r{B frh bY

milliom of l rhm who loct thcir
drildrcn, r?kdve3, frlxdl and
comrder ln the Anti€ilh ntugela,
dr. fixJllrht hopo to div.rt ttt!
mases ftom thB lg.nts of opprla$
kxl atd txploitstion who connh'
ritr thc lranian govcmmont lnd
rulim clase+ SaYcd Husaln,
Xho pini'r grendsot, cxPlrirled f,*-
tth ml! in 8n intetv! , whh 'L.!
llonda'. Thls papcr:lmmcd uP
hitro3itioh thus, Thc blo;r d
Amerft:ln lmpsrislbEt h PulLd
togdlrr rll tfio lmtncl tmd.,|!
rhidr rorr undrrmkrtl the ldrmh

: Bdfllq rqroui!.dlh rlEa.r*
illbn lnell F; lonacndrO -
lad Ellt G?t tc.dtEisr uG6a-nri'rtm, ileanptfrtof
rh dtglr1l u,atrrtaadt.raDlt
ffitltrLl}t$toaart"rr.lEft
a lfuqr of th lrEEllt.'

Khom6lni himsetf has .dd.d to
his ir.rpport fct thG honso. t ki]!
ortain of rho l3llmic rsdi6b' d'
mredr. Hs chsrged ttp incomino
govlr rEnt with dro. priority
tdkt, to purge tho ldminbtr.lion,
to a.$ro the wrlfsre of tho mui'
a:itfin (tha dlsinhorited - lrsn't
Smillion urEmployed. $a poor,
thc pearants etc. ) snd to pro€std
to, I narr rnC profourd qnrhn
.aio6r.'

ThlrEimd th srfr-
riffur of*a Tclirri' du'rts h!Y.'
lftllvia, been rairad,:JourrBlittl
of rie 'Hcrald T buno' (0.12.79)
rap8t tha outspokBn commrnt,
Tlut tth6 ls:omh Councill hd
bGtrr look 6ftar us battr or ir
rlll mlka a :t@nd rotolutlon t'

Evsn $ith r?gErd to demo.ratic
rlihB cGin cotta3lrions h.rt
bGen mra.. Ptpa'' baoncd in
&$$t lrare b6eh leqlllilrd. Thc

. . u. d the TrEll}rho MUE&
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..leo Prasiolqnt, appoint
., bts of the judiciary, thB

rmy ard ttE revolutiorury
uard, ard tha msmbort Of .

:onstittioa. Pro'trcbn U(xtn-
.rl {eminodty of h,hom c.n yrb
' *Inv propos€dry E-iliih?ilI;
hus not only will Khomeini's

ersonal d ictstor*l ip bs arsrrtd
.,!t it will be h8rded down to a
,,ccessor in tho Shiit€ hiersrdry.

Opposition to the constitution
.r j in6€.:ed itb3tamially the
orcesqol)8rud !o dulLle.e
(homoini. ln fi'utdtt.a tt boy.
iota'q.rbrd.lod lltr{rf
lcllir8 bch3teing op.n. ln $r
rurkomtn 8nd Baludti region3
hc turnout war lo . ln Trbriz,
:.pitsl of Azorbly8G whcre the
,-ruslim Peoplas Party limkod to
ire senic Ayaollrh K&em Shan"
rtmed3n, condomn€d thG con.
titution as "ushcring in I dic
etorship as bad as the Shoh's"
r demonstration of g),(X)0
)rotestod the ballot and call€d tor
r boycotu The Mujah.ddin snd rhe
:c,Jayoen org6nisationa ltf,[d r
rimilar call-

rrre Uvoc615 ot irfi.}llmic
,onapsnirm, ttd;d on moequc
ldtnin.t d plobirciEt .nd demr
togic ".nti-imp.rldkn", whrt. '

ryer thch drcrt tann trccssr8i,
rre caoghlgn th! hornr of 0

R NolS .lrrne 1980
6a- htc'hcr of Xnuzestal refusing
to tlkc up 8 premierrhip shich hs
claimed wsr "shJouded io ambiguit-
i.r", Bs!.i Ssdr has to wsit the fulth-
cr movts of Khomcini and Behcshtl

Tlc icarns for thc curious r"lat-
ionrhS of forces rincc tle oyErthtow
nf tha Shrh lier iu th€ maalcr of
ttrt rlEr oY,crthtow. lhc working
cltss plryco ttre deciliYE rde with I
8!trcral strikc which shut off the oil
Ilow, pafllyzBd the rdqunbtratiw
mrchine and imnobilir:d transport
strd com$unicationr, Tt6lcft Isla.n-
ic lrd quld mafiist guerilla organ-
i'ltionr, 8nd to Eomc etrt nt the
m6mbcl3 of tho Tudebt f rcciplbtcd
lod lcd tto &mcd insrtrection thrt
crsctcd thc E'or56fof the Shah'g
rrmy rnd lcd to6iarrning of tic
mssEs. But lto lc.dcrship of the
moYcmcnt rcmslned ln tho hsnds of
thc mullahs around Khom6ini-8 lcsd-
cs8hip thrt nbither thc bourgeoisie
nor thc prolctariat hes sincc bcea
atilc to diCodSc.

Both tho llbcrd 8nd consarvatiYe
clGriat wiqss otilc bourgaoisic hlyc
bricn [atb& to cstaU';o' a llim-mp
otr pollticd poYer. Thc Nltiond
Fmnt of Ss).j8ui lnd F?rcul3l has

leis in their toeinq the Khom-
eini line could act as 8 'go"
between'sho0ld lran ne€d @vert
Soviet assistancE fac6d with tn
American blockade or puriitivo
milit8ry action.

Whichever fuction within: and
.ou$ide the Revolutionary Coun-
cil wins out. temporarily, brforo
being ouJted in its tum,.the
working clas and oppresed
m8$es have nothing whatrosyet
to gain from them or their frke
'anti.imperialism'. The workirq
class abov, all mu3t bs won to an
irdep€ndellt cla.s ptbgrsmmi End
oarty whicfi csrteirdv m{n '.ho,to the de€p rnti.imp€rialist
aspirations of the whole lranian
people, to the democrstie aapir.
ations of the nationaliti$. vuotnen
women, tne students snd in,
tellectuals, to the desp€rate nrd
for land and agric1rltur8l madl.
inery that the peasanti expr€sE
But nons of these goals can b6
met without ths centrsl leadirE
role 6f the working clast, o{grn-
ised in workers ounills and
led by 8 party that can makc
lran's "second revolution" a
prolet rian one.

Nlullah

rral victo,ry her frilod to bloct ttc.
lericals in the blamic RGpublic!trrrrty-who, as e rrrult of tle rocond
ound of rkctionr to th! pulirEont
with rttald8t bsllot{ifiiu rod
roercioa) hrvc tt lart 130 out of
he I ?O r3d!. ltr'Bad..Srdrhfr'
uve onty 4L !ft AdOjEl Urd$!
'acE eo

,S new offensive
rPorintrd troft WoBKEflS PoWE
fhefrilmsariibqr ri.c

:ff:arrd'dre Kurds in lran rtilt
lo not denote a finished Charac-
er to t}te lranian revolution. In
act the major social forces in
ran have stiU as yet failed to
orge society and politics in
heir own-image. Such a situat-
on poses ever more acutoly the
reed for d revolutionary wotk-
,rE party.to lesd the workers,
rrffioeuants, minority nation-
ilitit*a*f trc intc{ltpotia out
rf the blffiy trap into which
he KlreIt+q irwime is dragB*r

the

t?tc are . heridclt
hni Sadr, dcrylto mltriYc clcct-

dilemma. lran faces an economic'
cri3is of catastrophic proportions.
An economic bld&ade by US
imperiali:m will aggrav8ts this to
an unb€arsble dogrse, The aspii.
stioni of the work-ing clas, the
"disinherited" urban sub.
prol€t8riat, tre polr8nts and the nr
nationalitior ai nllll as th6 nu-
dents {liCamiC or othenrvite)
rvill clE$r over more sharply with
lh! c+lros pr$id€d over by the
R.volutionary Council.

Th€ lihla hlerardry and thr -
mulldr caste cannot establirh 8
stable or homogeno(:s block.A
thoocracy irrtho laat qu8rter of
*!e tYqntieth cantury is a uto-
piE - 8nd s bl8ck ro8ctionary one
at ttrst

Orc optior ir a 'left' io.rrse.
This was voiced most clearly by
Khomeini'r grandson Sayed Hossain.
Rot€rring to th€ anti.imperi8list
"turn" ln said: "lt allcr,rrr 6
opan i w8y to a Jtategic r:lianca
bGimen tha ldrmic mottm€nt,
ric hy orgoni*tbn: anC thc
Ldt ri wsll .r r t st:iC dlian .
r?lth th.'sovist bloc.,,r
(Le Morde qr.1I.7c,. .

The influontial Ayatollah Mon-
' tszari - tho hrad ot the sccalled

Libysn faction advocates an or-
iontltion to the 'radical, Arah-
stltrr. Tho Tudeh p.rty, straElg

ilillllillllfl lillilillililtillllililililIil11ililililmililililililililil1ililililtilil[

been u,latl, to reconstitute thc strtc
machine, rcstore labour discipline
8nd control over tlle ecolomy and
re-€stablish stable tios yith thc lmF
erialist powers" Thc army rtmdns
disoBanised ard'demoralircd'. Thc
oflicer corps has been partially purg-
ed (30% of its numbers rcmorcd).
Unemployment stands st norrly 30%
of the actiye wage earning populat-
ion. Industrial ploduction ir running
at only 30% of cepacity. Oil outpua
is only one third that of the Shrh's
period.

Wolke;s havc in somc sccto foro
ed the co[cescion of t[e 40 hour r
week and sttempts lry tlc oil miairrs,
Ali Akbar lrloinf{f,md Bsri Sa&
to break thc Shoras (workefi coutrc-
ils) in the oil fields and Glsshcrc

. ' have failcd miseratly. In thc couatry-
sidc thc seizurc of lands beloorinr
to inc court c[cre. tic r& pro.shan-lsndlords 

ard t-hc sgnbusirers i!!-'
partly all€viated rural distrcrs-8
process aided by food pricG rilac on
the htrmal market due to tie itlterF
uption offood imports and tto ab
andoMcnt of price contol!. This

(}otlTttluEb oN ,rExr PAGE



"'6ra-i lir' t.t_:LG ii'lln"(r_ i'i3'

l'ffr,;iil'xnml*'".*i"

ffiffiffif,ffim,,
ffiLH":.i.{'trfrT"H"ffi"ffi***ffiffi';r;ffiIffi
ffi.*ffi$$$$fi'*q.
centurY.

ffi
r,r$nnH$d+tffi\;""
ff'}t.ffi.L4*$:di
#I"X.ffi ':fdffi:":"-'iyili,
the lSOs s'anted':.,.T1'^?,.,Htiom.
;; h.ltt is DaYed sriur goou uw"-
=:'-- .. ^ .^rr^*" - rt,rm SO'crrled

ffiffi
ffimrnsr*n*at;*
ilffid#lTfii":fu'"n"*t.r'

ffiffii#""ffi*fu#
or rYrruraru;!r E--t.on todzr,", on
::i ::.T^? ;';' ;; T"d,a *itr, : "

m:s.**,4'3}'mg
Hft$fli$'Fi#fli.+tru
li-tii iirltio, t.u that to thc l7
lffiG eiPeuia from a tcslhct

rffi":,:*,t.t#is',Yf i"-
iiifiiis the t€a ro[lof rcactioa'

ffi
gt

The neasuring roo for s genui.De

TrotBb.ist party h ka[ must be itr
adYocacv 8rd dcfenc! of workint
class indipendence from all brtnds
of Isla-'nii obscura,ntisn Its key
task is thc atrugCe for a militantly
sectrlsr revolutionary workeE prrty'
ior soYiets, f8ctory committ*i iE[i
trade union! free of th€ mosqlre.
Tte muUais must be discrEdtt)d rld
driien out of the rrorkers' ran.ks.

On drrrocratic dema':ds, rcal Tgt-r'
skvists mtt:t b: cleu 8nd ullcomP
rohisine - Down rvith the rc&tion-
aw oa:.inhrn:lia of +ie Ista ic Re

"ritiicl bown Yisthe bonspartfut
iotes of thc Velava!+Faquih (REI'
iaioui cua:ciaa o{ & State) sndithe
*esidency! Dorm r{th the ReYolut-
ionarv Council!

Di:olve the fak6fadirment' elec-
ted by ccrruptiol, doercion and bdl-
ot ri:jr[:2. Dis:olY! the pasdsr[ and
arm 

-tie io:kers, For soldiors coun-
cils in evqv unit, Cnd fol the clcction
of oiticers. For a united front of
glorkers to sma& tho hczbo[ahi
blrck hutr!$dlt

CO|]TINUED O,! HEXT PAGE-
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!,lcithor halyihcv beca lble to
deci$Yery.cEu!-tho ldl or tit nat'.
ioaa&ics This hi$ not bcetr tor-lacx

?l"Y;',f;T,l*1'"}1fiH;":'#
ecn and the Mqis-lideen Sroups, Daft'

ning tleir PaPeIs ard mee'ings and

tumhg the Pasdaraa (revolufiooary
cuards) !!rd tie lumpen gsngs (ure
iiczbollshi!) loosc t-o mutdcr ano
intimidate them' This offcnsiYe was
chccked and driYen back bY the el'
emental rcdstance of those it w83
dimed at. The Kurdisir Peshmergs
routcd the 8rmy 8nd Pssdars. The-
r"rotts i" tn" G"pi"D ports, in Tabriz
snd thc mass demonstrations in
Tcheran opened uP dfts aoong the
Avatouabs ard forced' a demsSogic

'1;ft turn' to enti imperialist rhetor'
ic and the re'lcgalhation of the left
Sroupr strd PePe$.

This di*Fay tras eYidenceo m
mrreive abstcntior.s in the relcrEnd-
um oo the constitutio:1 and in the
collaose of tbe Isle-mic Republicsn
Partv's cardidacy for the Prcsident'
Yet 

-the 
mullels haw been able to

retlrn to the offensive. By hte April
thev felt conlidcnt enough to lsunch
, m-essive attack on the Kurds and to
drive the left from the universities.

On 2oth and 21st April Idamic
' rEdicals le:rac-hQd 8tr offensiYc to
'reform' the universities. Pethaps
some of the so celled IslsDic atudetrt
atouos wete gincete in belicving tblt
-the iampug could be Put 'at the
service of the people'. Theb utoPian
DoDulist.Islstoic ideology crtr, how'
irc;. be roaot€ tbm a stdthr

Hov/cver the so-called 'Idamic
Trotskvbts" of the rjtrE (lrlnirD
Ra ohtic ry Yott"fi Pc$r.l, sPoa- ,

sortd bv tb US Soci:lst l7orkers
Party, isYe adopted 8 Position f.r to



-. -",-l'r-ii.Llsilgit fU,' 1or ih.
"'ic}rt of 8ll trc r&iotr8liEls ro sclr- .

iii teiminstioa, which is Eesningless
!, less it inchdes the dtht to separa-
:ir!l. Focu8si,rg sll tlese democratic
! Er&ds - includilg cqual rjghts for

w )men and an end to censo$hip 8nd
:t e Islamic TribuEals - is the demand
i<,r a sovereign Colstituent Ass€mbly,
.rr.cted by uaiversal, equd 8I1d sec-
1 i ,uFage. Only tle workqE, peas
.lnts and loldieas councils could cop-
v{!ie, guard snd supareise ruch elcc-
:1!r!s-

-{ T:.lisk"vift pa,-ty :nr'!1 ret a-c its
gosl the deleat ot c.lerical ie.rcuutr,
as well as of the lranian bourlEoiEie
ard it! Implridist backers, No such
defeat can be dccisive until full pow
er rcsts in thc hsDds of the worters
sod peasants Shotas.

The alt€matiYe, as rccent rum-
ouls of a military coup in Teheran
indicrte, is ey€ntually the triu-oph
of black reaction ir oae form or aa-
othcr. Eithcr the black huadrerh of
the rlSht wit!8 of th.Islernic RobuF
lican Prrty i'ill sn&.tle-left and
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tlie workers oriranifroms, and con-
"c;r:i-l: tlrri; i,;c ii,itl :l.i r11:I.
tary and bougcoir support, or a
Ceneral or Admiral, probably ilt
Islamic guise, will organis€ a militrry
coup that the Imrtn or his succrssot
will blcss. Time is rulaiag out oa
the two bedrock alt .matires -,fdl.
countcr-rcYolution o! wortiaC gri8
powel.
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