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IRAN: WORKERS MUST MAKE THE REVOLUTION PERMANENT

A pamphlet from the WORKERS POWER GROUP
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INTRODUCTION

The following articles appeared in the monthly newspaper WORKERS POWER, between
October 1978 and June 1980. They represent an analysis of the unfolding Imn;an revo-
lution based on the Trotskyist understanding of this revolution as one which either the
Iranian proletariat makes “permanent”, or it will succumb to a counter - revolution, the
end result of which will be a tyranny as bad as the Shah’s. ,

WORKERS POWER explained from the outset the contradictory nature of the Anti-Shah
revolution. It was a genuine anti-imperialist revolt against the US’s prime agent in the
Gulf region. His fall transformed this area into what Brezhinski calls “The arc of crisis”.
The overthrow of the most heavily armed and effectively policed of semi-colonies gave an

enormous encouragement to struggles against imperialism and its stooges throughout the
world.

The Anti-Shah revolution passed through several stages. The initial campus-based demon-
strations led by intellectuals in 1977/78, and the brutal SAVAK/army repression they pro-
voked, spurred the urban petty-bourgeoisie, the bazaar merchants and the mullahs to mob-
ilise increasingly massive demonstrations. Yet it was the Iranian working class (especially
the Oil Workers) who seized the Pahlavi regime by the throat. It was the guerrilla fighters
and left-wing activists (Fedaii, Mujaheddin, Tudeh) who led the mass insurrection that
aborted Khomeini and Bazafgan’s deal with the Shah’s generals.

WORKERS POWER argued that, whilst it was correct for the working class and revolution-
ary Marxists to fight alongside the mullah-led forces against the Shah’s army, that Khom-
eini, the clerical cast and its political hangers - on did not represent even a democratic
leadership for the Iranian people. Whilst the masses had profound if ill-formed democratic
expectations and illusions (greater national freedom, more land, freedom of organisation,
assembly and speech), Khomeini and the clerics would move against these freedoms
which the masses conquered for themselves, arms in hand.

Events over the last 18 months have amply born out these warnings. Important and heroic
as the struggles of the Iranian left-wing students have been, the working class remains the
only force capable of halting the spiral, through economic chaos and religious barbarism,
back to a new military coup - a new “Shah” in all but name. The working class will not
and cannot merely act as a driving force for a bourgeois revolution, and here Trotsky’s
prognosis, framed as early as 1905, has been confirmed time and time again in the last 75
years. All the Stalinist/Maoist chopped logic about :‘national-democratic” or “peoples
democratic” revolutions cannot but lead to the working class ceding power to, or actually
supporting, its class enemies. No section of the bourgeoisie (“national”, “patriotic” etc)
can or will establish or endure for long a democratic regime of any sort. Certainly the
mullahs will not. The only “democratic” regime there will be in Iran (that is, a regime
that will grant the oppressed peoples self-determination, women their liberation and peas-
ants their land) will be workers democracy : a state based on the workers shoras and an
armed workers militia. The working class will of course have to win to its side the great
mass of the peasantry - it can only rule in Iran in alliance with the peasants. It must there-
fore defend and carry out the peasants demands, and the demands of the oppressed nat-
ionalities. But the central measures to solve Iran’s crisis are necessarily socialist ones.
Nationalisation of all large scale enterprises, foreign and Iranian; the creation of a plan for
the economy; a massive campaign of social construction to absorb Iran’s millions of
unemployed, etc.

Trotskyists do not ignore or underestimate the importance of the anti-Imperialist and
democratic tasks facing Iran’s masses. They do deny that there is any other road to the
fulfilment of these tasks than the class rule (dictatorship) of the proletariat, depending
on the support of the peasantry and other oppressed sections. All genuine Trotskyists
(and the “Iranian Trotskyists” of the HKE, who disgrace Trotskyism by their Menshevik
pro-regime position) must stand for the overthrow by the masses not merely of Bani -
Sadr or any professional politician who might replace him, but of Khomeini and
Beheshti’s “Islamic Republic” itself.

September 1980
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Shah's rule shaken

Reprinted from WUHKERS PDWEH No. 1

The massacre in Teheran on the
8th. of September, which resulted
in the death of hundreds of unarmed
demonstrators, has given a temporary
breathing space to the Shah.

The corrupt despot’s: regime rests
solely on brutal forces: of repression.
He is armed, and backed to the hilt,
by those bastions of - ‘human rights’
Jimmy Carter, James' Callaghan and

-David Owen. :

. America is‘reported to be training

*100,00 troops for-intervention, should

their guarantor of stability in the Gulf
lose' control oty his own forces. The
Iranian army is 'stiffened by manys
thousands ‘of American’ advisers. The
reports of soldiérs shooting themselves
and ‘their afficers, show how badly this
stiffening ‘is heeded,

The deepening revolutionary upt
heaval in Tran has passed through sev-
eral phases. A campaign against rep-
ression was launched by dissident
writers last spring. Meetings*attracted
ever larger crowds, pamcularly of

- students.

Dctober 1978

" In November of last year, while the
Shah was in Washington, police fired

- on students at Aryamehr University.

- The demonstrations that followed
gained the support of the urban
masses in several cities.. The leader-

'ship of this movement fell to the
* Shiite Moslem religious leaders. The

more radical sections have as their

goal the overthrow of the Shah and
the re-introduction of the 1906 con-
stitutiori, That constitution had certam
liberal elements while its clerical pro-
visions would hold serious implications
for the workers and other oppressed
strata of Iran.

- The forces mobilised in demon- .
strations, strikes etc. have widely
differing class interests. The liberal
bourgeoisie wants a constitutional
monarchy. They want to preserve
Iran’s alliance with Imperialism. Many
of the small traders of the bazaars, the
impoverished small landowners and the
unemployed, identify theit ills correctly
‘with the Shah’s regime. But, under
the influence of the rf“qious leaders,
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ran: workers tip the scales

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No. 3

The total cessation of oil
exports from Iran is undeniable
testimony to the tremendous
wuimt Iran’s workers have thrown

~-into the scales in the struggle

against the blood soaked Shah. The
strikes by bank-wcrkers, state
employees, newspajer workers,
car workers, are inexorably strang-
ling the functioning of the Iranian
economy. Unpreccdented wage
increases have been won (25% to
100%) over the last 3 months which
partly recoup the effects of
inflation but the Strikes continue
and are now overtly political,

| centring on calls for democratic
rights, the kicking out of foreign
- exploiters and the overthrow of

the Shah and his machinery of
mass murder.

The Ayatollah Khomeini, a
figrce anti-communist is forced by

" the obvious centrality of the .

working class’s strength to over-
throwing the Shah, to praise the

“-strikers and call on all oppositionists

to give them financial and other
support.

The military reg!me despite
‘unexampled savagery has been

. unable to restore order in th:

streets or break the workers

January 1979

resolve. The court camarilla, the
generals and police chiefs and their
ClA advisers have only two choices,
more repression taken to mnocldal :
proportions or concessions.

The latter course, to have any
chance of producing a stable
transitional government would
necessitate the Shah’s flight along
with the most notorious generals,
SAVAK chiefs etc.

The crucial question facing the
Iranian revolution is the role of
tne working class. Already its
‘social weight is proving the single
-most decisive factor. But more
than this is needed if more than
-the figurehead, the trappings of
Pahlavi monarchy, are to be altered. .
A SAVAK-military dictatorship
swathed in Islamic demagogy would
be no step forward for Iran's
oppressed masses. A coalition of
:mullah nominees and bourgeois
politicians swathed in anti-imper-

- ialist rhetoric would be, at best, -

a concealed foe of the working
class and democratlc rights—one
whieh‘the exigemﬁ&s of the class
struggle would soon drive sharply
to the right. Whilst the proletariat
can and should fight alongside the

they see the answer in a returﬁ to a

patriarchal Islamic utopia.

‘The Iranian working class holds the

" key to ‘the ortly stable alternative to

the Shah’s regime. One that can meet
the needs of the oppressed nationalities

© -of the Tranian Empiré, the rural poor,
 the unemployed and women. Already

major strikes have erupted in the car
and textile industries. Over 7 million
strong, the Iranian workers have the
social weight to take the lead in the
struggle to overthrow the monarchy.

The repression of the last 23 years
has hit working class militants hard.
As a result the Iranian working class
has only the most localised industrial
leadership. Stalinism, in its Soviet or
Maoist forms, can only be a source
confusion and defeat.

Whilst in no way underestimating
the struggle around ‘democratic
demands’ only the perspective of .
working class power can guide the
Iranian revolutionaries to the correct
tactics and strategy in t.he coming -
penod

mullah led forces it will be fatal

for it to support a Khomeini-style
government. Therefore the
objective strength of'the working
class in the anti-Shafi movement
must be transformed into conscious
leadership. This requires the foc-
ussing of existing strike comm-
ittees into effective workers coun-
cils. These must be organs not

only of mass strikes against the
Shah, or his military successors,
but of armed insurrection. They
must become organs which can
lead the ‘democratic and anti-
Imperialist struggles to their fulfil-
ment in an Iranian Socialist revolut-
ion.

To achieve this goal means the
creation of an Iranian Trotskyist
party capable of breaking the
workers from the influence of the
.mullahs, the Tudeh and the Maoist
guerilla organisations. The stagist
conceptions of the Stalinists yield
the leadership of the masses to .
anti-proletarian ‘progressive forces'.
The full democratic demands of
the Iranian revolution can only be
won under conscious proletarian
leadership. They can only be safe-
guarded by proletarian power.
T T R P RS T
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Re_;rintgd from WORKERS POWER No.3 January 1979

" There is no limit to the hardware.

Im perialism will gigvide to prop up

.its bloody puppet state in Iran.

The stoppage of oil supplies
thi eatens severe disruption to the
ect nomies of Imperialism’s most

. fai hful henchmen—Israel and

So i1th Africa—as well as to the
ec: nomies of the Imperialist
he rtlands.

That is why the Carter admini-
str jtion has committed its security
ap :aratus and its fleet to the
mz sacre of the Iranian workers

an | peasants,

Not to be outdone the British

La rour Gpvernment—on the very dly‘

the Shah’s British tanks mangled
the bodies of demonstrators on

£

the streets of Ghazvin and Tehran—

" announced its committment to

the butchery in Iran. 100 Shir
One Chieftan Tanks, worth over

'£500 million, will be delivered to

Iran by the spring. Callaghan and
Holy Owen have promised the
fulfilment of £1 billion worth of -
arms orders with no cancellation.
British workers cannot remain
silent as the Imperialists step up
the butchery of the Irani masses.
If the British labour movement
allows the transportation of arms |
to the forces of repression and
murder in Iran then it too will
be complicit in the deaths of
thoysands of Irani workers and

peasants,
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No arms, no interventior

"~ A campaign of solidarity with
he workers and peasants of Iran
nust be built in the British labour
novement. There is ndtime to
vaitfor fine speeches and petitions.
Action must be taken now to black
Il arms supplies to the butchers

if Iran. This means fighting for
iction by munitions workers, by

* ransport workers, by dockers and

iirport workers to stop the flow
f arms now, ;

In every town labour movement
ommittees of solidarity must be
nilt—committed to action, to
lacking, to demonstrations to

: orce the Labour Government to

“rreak with Imperialism and ;tl
: (dlies in Iran. -

IRAN: workers must make

the revolution ‘permanent’

R prmted from WORKERS POWER No.3 January 1979

Tt ¢ prolongued revolutionary
sit 1ation in Iran holds enormous
po tential for destabilising Western
im serialism economically and
po itically. Carter and Owen,
th ise sérmonisers oh ‘human’
rig 1ts and christian values, know
th it theré-are serious interests at
st: ke in Iran. Serious enough for
th m to stand shoulder to shoul-
de * with the Shahas he sheds
riv 2rs of blood to preserve the
m st savage tyranny on the
pl net. For this reason the Shah’s
4,100 strong army has 1,200 mili-
at ry and 7,500 civilian American
‘a visors’. The notorious Savak,
se up in 1957 and reconstructed
af er the 1963 upheavals, has bet-
wi en thirty and sixty thousand
m n. It was ‘advised’ at all stages
by the FBI and the CIA who have
5( top agents in Savak.

This enormous apparatus of
re iression was built up by the US
ar 1 Britain to serve their eco-
nc¢ mic and strategic interests.
Ir: n yields massive super-profits,
O: e British businessman is repor-
te | as sdying that he ‘mékes 40%
m re profit here than in-Britain’.
A’ the heart of these mterests is
th :oil industry. It supplies 13%

P/ GE 4

of American and 172% of UK
imports. Although formally .
nationalised, the consortium
which controls it is 40% British
and 40% UK in composition.
These are the ‘British and Western
interests’ that Dr David Owen
talks about defending.

Even more important than the
oil wealth and investments of Iran
is its strategic position. Groomed
by the United States and Britain
to play the role of policeman of
the Gulf area in the ‘indirect’ or
‘neo-colonial’ system which re-
placed the direct British military
presence after 1968, the Shah’s
forces have seen service against
the liberation forees in Oman.

The ovetthrow of this regime
holds incalculable consequences
for imperialism—hence the flood
of telegrams of support for the
Shah from the White House and
Whl ivhall.

Much of the Iranian Left refer
to the Shah’s regime as ‘fascist’.
This is incorrect. The restoration
of the Shallin 1953, by a military
coup assisted by the CIA, initiated
a military bonapartist tyranny of
unusual severity. This regime
represented the political expropria-
tion of the bourgeoisie and the
feudal landowning class in the

nterests of preserving capitalism
n the interests of imperialism and
1gainst the working class. The

- shah’s regime rests upon imperial-

. sm externally, and internally upon

in artificially induced impasse in
‘he class struggle. ;

The Shah has given,ina
leformed way, certain social con-
sessions to the various clagses—
and reform to the peasants,
ndystrial development to the
yourgeoisie. Political rights arid
sxpressions were, however, totally
‘orbidden. The massive apparatus

" >f repression is a testimony to

:he lack of a solid social base for
‘he Shah’s regime, It is this social
»asis which real fascism possesses
n the enraged reactionary petit-
sourgeoisie and lumpen prole-:
:ariat. Both these classes are,
a1owever, in the forefront of the
opposition movement. They

figure amongst those most bitterly

_spposed to the present regime.

Since thesixties there has been a

" sonsiderable growth of industry, :

setrochemicals, steel, car, truck
ind bus production and assembly,

- slectronics and machine tools. As

i result the Iranian industrial
sroletariat has grown in size (2. 5

_nillion in 1977).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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‘Yet despite all this the Iranian

-‘e'conomy found itself in deep

“crisis by 1977. Partly this was the

- effect of the world capitalist crisis,

partly the accululation of contra-
dlctnc_ms engendered in Iran’s mode
of industrialisation.

" Firstly the Agrarian Reform the

* Shgh had imposed after 1962 was

typical of a ‘revolution from
above’—of Bonapartist land re-

- forms which whilst it weakens the

old landowning class and opens
-agriculture to capitalism, in fact
swindles the vast majority of the
peasantry leaving them landless
(50%) or with tiny plots (30%).
The reform was designed to streng-
then those peasants who already
owned larid and implements and
draught animals.

The net result has been the
creation of two ‘new’ classes in
the countryside, capitalist land-
-onwers and landless labourers.
However the result has not been
a mpid capitalisation and moder-
nisation of agriculture. Land has
been abandoned, villages deserted
and the result has been rocketing
imports of foodstuffs plus a flood-
ing into the cities of the rural
unemployed.

Secondly, there has been a
tendency for the effects of the
political regime to syphon off an
increasing proportion of the oil
revenue—arms and.military spend-
ing and eorruption: The failure to
develop a skilled lgbour force also
places severe limits on Iran’s
development.

The tcrisis of 1977-8 took the

form of escalating inflation, food

prices and rents in particular soar-
ing. This affected the whole urban
population,

The Bazaar

The bazaar was, until the 1950s
and 60s, the centre of urban eco-
nomic life. Dominated by very
wealthy merchants but consisting
of its overwhelming bulk of one
and a half million shopkeepers,

~ money lenders, traders, craftsmen

and artisans, it had in the past
funded trade and been the centre
of much production and nearly
all exchange.

The foreign banks, the indus--
trial production of consumer
goods, the large stores have all
undermined and threatened the
tradiational way. of life and cul-
ture of the bazaar, This traditional
culture is deeply Moslem. Its ideo-
logists and leaders-are the mullahs,
its cultural and political centre the
mosque. Shiia Islam represents a
unifying ideolegy, one that in
1963-and 1978 has spearheaded
mass Tesistance to the Shah’s

regime.

Shiia Islam has its origins in resis-
tance to the constituted state
authority, fourided as it is on
allegience to the deposed and
martyred son-indaw of the Pro-
phet, Ali. Its most sacred figure
after the prophet is the Iman
Hossein murdered by the tryan-
nical Caliph Yazid—an event com-
morated by the ‘days of mourning’
of early December (Moharram).
It also has a pronounced millena-
rian aspect. Believers expect the
‘return’ of the twelfth Imman
who will institute a pure Islamic
order. Shiia is much less attuned
to the state than Sunni Islam—
indeed it is headed by a powerful
and independent caste of =ullahs
{180 000 of them) wii.. « hier-
archy of Ayatollahs the leader of
whom Khogneini was elected in
1962,

The reality of the Religious

: Opposmon leaders is at variance

with the Carterwaen picture of
them as reactionary fanatics who
want to take Iran back to the
seventh century. Khomeini insists
that “I have always called strongly
for economic and social develop-
ment in my country” and exposses
what he calls ‘the principles of
democracy and freedom’, By this
he appears to mean a republic
based on iiniversal suffrage and
with freedom for political parties.

. the Marxist will be free to
exprpss themselves because we are.
conwinced that Islam contains the
answer to the peoples needs. Our
faith is capable of standing up
against their ideology.” (Le "1
Monde, Paris, May 6th 1978).
Khomeini can sum up his aim thus
“As soon as the Shah goes we want
the creation of an Islamic republic
based on the popular yote.” (Le
Monde, November 8th, 1978). It
is precisely the ‘Islamic’ nature of
this state that holds the greatest
dangers.

Shi'ite veto

.Whilst Khomeini Has made it
clear that he is not thinking of a
regime like Saudi-Arabia or Pakis-
tan he obviously intends to install
in a-future constitution provisions
which give the Shiia heirarchy a
veto on legislation similar to that
embodied in the 1906 Constitu-
tic... The non-Persian nationalities,
the non-Shiia religious minorities
and women could expect little
that is ‘liberal’ or ‘democratic’ in
such a regime.

What Khomeini does loudly
and vociferously attack is Ameri-
can Imperialism. He declares his
support for the Palestinians. All
these factors suggest that a
Khomeini influenced regime
would be of a populist Islamic
aationalist type. To draw parallels

; with Pakistan or Indonesia is a mis-

take. Both these dictatorships
were established in the defeat of a
popular upsurge where the work-
ing class were unable to seize
power,

Islamic ideology is Janus-Faced
It can justify anti-imperialism,

- resistance to the foreign powers

seeking to exploit or dismember
the states of the Middle East, It
can also justify black reaction—

‘the suppression of the working

class and poor peasantry. The
inner connection is that like all
religions it defends private pro-
perty. As long as the possessing
classes of the imperialised nation
feel the major threat to their
property to lie with imperialism
then they can play a vigorous role
in the struggle against it. Islamic
ideology will then have a ‘progres-
sive’ populist colouration and
orientation. When the working
class or small peasants become a
serious threat not only to imperial-
ism but to the native larger
property owners it can become a
clozk for Bonapartist military
dictatorship or even fascist reac-
tion (as in Turkey).

Khomeini’s movement can
therefore not be defined by

. adding up progressive democratic-

points as agdinst reactionary
points. The USFI and the Inter-
national Spartacist Tendency both
use this method but get different
answers to the sum. The USFI
gets the answer that Khomeini is

a ‘progressive force’, a democrat.
The Sparticists find that he isa
‘black reactionayy’. One plays into
the hands of the mullahs, the
other into the hands of the Carter
and.Owen propaganda for the
Shah. Neither is of use,to Iranian

- revolutionary commhmsts who .
* have to win the masses now under

religious leadershm or influence,
to the perspective of proletuim
‘revolution.

For those who see all evil as lying
in the religious ideology of the
opposition the secular ‘Union of
National Front Forces’ led by

‘Karim Sanjabi might seem to be «

‘democratic’ force of the sort
Marxists could fight alongside of.
This party of the large bazaar mer-
chants, some industrialists and the
professional middle class cloak
itself in the bourgeoisi-nationalist
mantle of Mossadeq, the prime
minister overthrown by the CIA
in 1953. But it is the most com-
promised and half-hearted force in
the opposition, It remains irreso-
lute and torn between Khomeini
and the Shah. Its leaders names
figure largely on the ‘list of ’3
names’ the Shah has been ponder-
ing over as candidates to a govern-
mert of ‘national reconciliation’.
Sanjabi is one of the three poli-
ticians most frequently clossetted

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



 thati""Fiie religious oppo-
: know their measure. The
‘Ayatollal. of Abadan commented
“Sanjabi ind Bazargan at heart
want to r egotiate with the Shah.
These men are bourgeois. We only
have 'n:idence in Khomeini for
only he r:ally-wants the Shahito
go.” (Le Monde, November 6th,
1978) :
-. The aspirations and mentality
.of the Ir: nian bourgeoisie is well
expresse« in the statement of a
business nan to the Le Monde
correspoiident, “But where is the
intransigimce of the Ayotollah
Khomeini going to lead? The Shah
is on his tnees. The Ayatollah
should ts ke advantage of it to
impose on him respect for, and
consolid: tion of, the constitution
we obtai ied from Sharif Emani’s
governm::nt and which General
Azhari’s :abinet is in the process
of taking back.” It is obvious that
the ‘dem >cratic rights’ these . .x#
gehtlemen desperately want are
the posts of imperial ministers for
X u_ : 3
.. . “Howerer as with the religious
. leaders it is not merely their class
or caste interest or personal inclin-
ation wh ch has determined their
. actions. “"he mass mobilisations
have kep : Sanjabi out of office
just as th2y have radicalised the
muliahs.
.. If the first®Wave of thé Iranian
revolution was spearheaded by the
initellect: als—writers and students
and centied on the universities, If
the secor d wave, starting with the
demonst; ations and massacre in
Qom on.lanuary 9th 1978, marked
. the passa e of the movement to
the phas¢ of ‘religious leadership’,
then October and November of
1978 showed the emergence of
the Irani: n proletariat, as the key
_force capible of toppling the Shah.

The 1 anian proletariat has a
history ¢ f militant trade union and
socialist >rganisation. The first
unions i1 Iran were set up by
workers ‘eturning from the Baku
oilfields n Russia after the defeat
of the 1¢05 revolution. The young
labour movement participated in
the 190%-1909 revolution in Iran. -
After the war a communist party
was formr ed and some of the trade
unions a: filiated to the Red Inter-

national >f Labour Unions in 1921,

‘The Pahlavi dictatorship crushed x
all indep :ndent workers organisa-
tions in 1928, < :

 In 1944 an Iranian TUC was

‘formed v nder communist influ-nc
¢nce. By 1946 it had a member-
ship of 430,000; Fifty thousand
workers :elébrated May Day in
Teheran n 1946. But the slavishly
pro-Sovit t politics of the Com-
munist Pirty (Tudeh), which had
25,000 nmbers, ruined this
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movement. They held back the
strike wave while the Soviet
Union was haggling with the
British and Americans over the

- Kurdistan and Azerbaijan republics

which had beén set up in the -
North. Stalin traded these repub-
lics for oil and gas concessions in
Iran.

The Tudeh was initially. hostile
to Mossadeq (from the right,
because his policies threatened to

" ‘upset the Soviet-Imperialist status

quo), but it moved to a full

- popular frontist tailing of his bour-

geois nationalism. It missed the
crucial opportunity of mounting
resistance to the coup ot August
1953 and witnessed the immediate
smashing of the trade unions and
in 1955 the uncovering of its
illegal and military organisations.
The Tudeh was almost completely
obliterated by Savak.

Only in September of 1978 did
a section of the part; decide to
reconstitute a ‘party of the
interior’. According to Le Monde
(December 6th 1978), “they admit
that the reconstruction of the ap-
paratus and the setting up of a
serious organisation will take .
several years.” Though this state-

ment speaks volumes for Stalinist . -

bureaucratism and inertia it also
bears witness to the decay into

which Tudeh has fallen. An added -

reason for such modest perspec-
tives is that Moscow has by no
means given the go-ahead for full-
blooded participation in the over-
throw of the Shah. Brezhnev’s
non-agression pact with the Shah
and his imperialist backers cripples
the Tudeh as a party of the insur-
gent proletariat.

Yet despite the bankruptcy
and destruction of the historic
leaders, the Iranian proletariat
has started to play an ever more
decisive role. The atrocity of the

" cinema fire in Abadan revealed

the depths of savagery of the
Sha.h’s'rcgime to the oil workers
and started their self-organisation,

The strike movement in the
oilfields bears all the marks of
the spontaneous revolutionising
of the workers. On October 23rd
the 12,000 workers at the Oil
Refinery in Abadan came out on
strike for economic demands.
These were conceded in 3 days.
After the return to work mass
meetings ensued, students being
present at the discussion of poli-
tical questions. On the 29th, mass
meetings formulated political
demands:

“Abolition of Martial law,
freeing of political prisoners,
the disbandment of SAVAK,
_the departure of American
advisors, a fight against cor- ~
ruption, the conviction of all
those who have committed
crimes against the people.”

The strike has ebbed and flowed

since then with thousands of
troops driving workers at gun

_point into the refineries. Those

inside have slowed production to
a snail’s pace. BBC correspondents
in late December report the forma-
tion of factory or plant com-1’
mittees. Eoe :
In Teheran the bank workers
have not only struck but begun to
exercise elements of inspection.
They have revealed for example a
list of 18@ named persons promi-

" nent in the regime who had trans-

ferred 4.2 billion dollars out of ‘
Iran. The newspaper workers have

' fought bitter battles for the free-

dom to report the events of the
Autumn,

The working class is partici-
pating wholeheartedly in the
struggle to bring down the Shah.
Indeed, it alone has the economic
strength and social cohesion to do
this. The mass strike wave has put
the noose aroind the Shah’s neck
and is tightening it. Strike comm-
ittees are springing up in the
struggle. They must, at the earliest
opportunity, be generalised into
city-wide workers’ councils. The

* morale of the army-is already

weakened. In Tabriz on 18th Dec-
ember, a unit downed arms and
joined demonstrators with their
armoured cars. The formation, and
arming of workers’ militia as army
discipline breaks down is crucial,
as is the creation of barrack comm-
itees and soldiers’ councils.

Iranian. revolutionary comm-
unists must develop the strategy
and tactics$ which the working
class must employ to.overthrow
the Shah and smash the monstrous
machinery of repression. This
means marching alongside the ‘rel-
igious opposition’. Its central and
most deeply felt immediate dem- - -
ands, the overthrow of the Pahlavi
dynasty, the smashing of SAVAK,
the release of all political prison-
ers, free elections and freedom of
political parties, the nationalisat-
ion of British and American mono-
polies are national-revolutionary

_and bourgeois-democratic dem-

ands that the proletariat must
support. To this extent an anti-

- imperialist united front is poss-

ible. However, the religious lead-
ers are, and will prove themselves
to be, uncertain and treacherous
allies. Khomeini has declared him-
self against any co-operation with
communists. ‘even tobring down
the Shah.’ His temocratic® pro-
gramme would enshrine a relig-
ious obscurantism in a new con-
stitution. Should the working
class appear to threaten Iranian,
moslem, private property(includ-

- ing the massive riches of the
__mosques) but prove unable to

CONTINUED ON NEXT. PAGE
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“draw the non-proletarian masses
behind it and seize power, then
Khomeini or another religious:.
leader could use the petty-bour-

: geoisie and lumpenproletariat as
7+ fas '~t terror squads against the

workcers. Alternatively the
Ulema could sarictify a new mil-
itary dictatorship. At the moment,
however, these masses, with all

- their religious prejudices, have

democratic aspirations, that is

they believe that democratic
rights will alleviate their social
~needs. If Khomeini reconciled
himself to an ‘Istamic’ military
dictatorship immediately the Shah
. -fell, he would undoubtedly lose
his mass following rapidly.

« It s illusions in the anti-imp-
erialist and democratic credent-
ials of Khomeini and the mullahs
that revolutionaries must chall-
enge. To do this'means pertici-
pation by Iranian Trotskyists in
the struggles launched by those
leaders, under clear, independent
slogans with full warnings about
the religious leaders. Democratic
demands have enormous import-
ance, Correctly and fully posea
they can win first the proletariat
and then other oppressed strata
away from the religious and
bourgeois leadership. The working
class is, and can. be, the only con-
sistently. democratic force. The
demands that they fight for must
include, freedom of speech, ass-
embly and the press, legality for

" trade unions and political part-

ies and the right to strike. The
‘question of Iran’s national min-
orities must not be forgotten,
the Shah’s empire is a, ‘prison-
house of nationalities’, Only
50% of Iran’s population speak
Farsi (Persian) though another °
two related languages make up
anotdier 11%. The rest belong to
distinct national ethaic groups,

Azerbaijanis, Kurds, Baluchis and
Arabs. The right to self-deter-
munation, up to and including sep-
aration, must be defended by the
Iranian proletariat, They must
support any national uprising of
these peoples. ;

Likewise Iranian revolutionaries
must fight for the full democratic
rights of women and their eman-
cipation from the ag=-old restrict-
ions imposed by religion'as well
as the State. The right to own and
dispose of property, entry toall -
occupations, equal rights in the
family, in sum full legal equality
in all spheres, Women have been
active participants in the move
ment against the Shah. The relig-
ious lzaders have tried to limit
them to propagating the idea of
a full return to the veil and the 1
full rigours of Islamic law. Women
must be won to the side of the -
only class capable of gaining not
only their equal rights but, via
the destructic- of capitalism,
achieving their full social eman-
cipation.

‘A clear majority of Iran’s pop-
lation is rural, consisting of land-
less or small-land owning peas.._
ants. The proletariat must raise
the slogan ‘the land to those who
till it’, Part of the reason for the
stability of the Pahlavi dynasty
and for the effectiveness of the
army as an instrument of repress-
ion, is the quiescence of the peas-
antry. In early December, the
Shah is reported to have anxious-
ly asked a visitor, * But are the
peasants also against me ?’ (Le
Monde 6.12.78) The workers
must encourage peasant seizure
of large estates belonging to the
old aristocracy, the Imperial fam-
ily, the court clique and the foreign
foreign agricultural enterprises,
Whéther an individual or a coll-
ective form of land.ownership
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Rignts and wrongs
of the Spartacisis

Reprinted from WORKERSPOWER No.3 January 1979

ha Spartacists central slogan
“Down with the Shah, Down with
the Mullahs” is in our view seriously
mistaken. Firstly the Shah is at the
moment the central agentof Anglo-
American imperialism. The Mullshs
on the other hand are lesding mass
opposition to tha Shah and his
foreign advisors. To equate them
outrages the anti-imperialist feelings
of the Iranian masses. The Spartacists
throw together in a hopeless jumble
every aspect of the mass movement

and label it reactionary. For example :

‘they see #ttacks on the cuitu). ai

gifts =~ Western civilication, porn-,
ographic films, luxury hotels, cocs-
cola storcs merely as signs of obsc-
urantism and backwardnass, They
present the mass demonstrations as
“suicidal advances on the Shah troops”
and talk about the “chilling spect-

acle of protesters clad in ceremonial
white rabes” being mown down as
“equally grotesque” as the Shah's

. claims that few have been killed.

They draw attention to ‘ritual
self-flagellation’ on the demonstrations
despite the fact that Khomeini has
explicitly calied for this practice to

|

prevails will depend on the tinie
scale of the prolesarian seizure
of power. :

There are numerous religious
minorities in Iran, Sunni Moslems,
Armenians, Jews, Bahais etc, A
Shi’ite repubilic would be opp-
Tessive to tnem as weul as to wom-
en and the working class. There-
fore, the demand for complete
secularisation, the separation of
Mosque and State is vital, The
prolétariat does not seek to tram-
ple on the religious scruples of
any grouping where these affect

_only believers and do not violate
the aemocratic rights of others.

All these democratic demands
culminate in the demand for a
constituent assembly, elected by
full suffrage and with full powers,
that is with no committee of :
ulemas to vet its actions. These
demands, consistently and vig-
ourously fought for, would en-
able the vanguard of the prolet-
ariat to rally behind it the social
forces to ensure that the revol-
utionary process which has opened
up in Iran, is not aborted in the
form of an Islamic military Bon-
apartism, or of an inherently un-
stable bourgeois democracy with"
enormous coneessions to Shi'ite .
theocracy. The Iranian revolution,
if it is to accomplish even its anti-
imperialist and-democratic tasks,
must become proletarian. How-
ever, the ‘revolution in perman-
ence’ of Marx, Lenin and
Trotsky is not an unconscious
Or automatic process. It necess-
itates a bolshevik vanguard party
Which has won the leadership or
an armed working class organised
in Soviets. To this tagk Iranian
Tevorutionaries must devote them-
selves. British communists must
render them every possible ass-
istance, :

be abandoned. It is one thing to warn
against the anti-working class nature of
the Shi‘ite leaders. It is quite another
to fall into using the same phrases

as the White House and ,Downing
Street apostles of civilisation aft
present the religious leaders and

their movement as reactionary

bigots no better, or possible worse
than, the Shah (after all the Shah
does not want to return to the
Sevent century, condemn women to
tha veil ete}.

CONTINUED ON pu¥T DARc
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3 Sp-tlcist contingent was excluded
by the CARI organisers with the full
complicity of the IMG. Leading IMG a tactic most naturally the property
members participated in a cordon to of the Stalinists and labour bureau-
separate the Spartacists from the . crats. :
march. That cordon allowed the police Workers Puwar-nlong with the |-CL
to ferce their way into the demon- and the WSL—declared in advance our
stration and so harrass the Spartac- opposition to the ban on the Spart-
ists until they left the demonstration. acists. We will continue to.do so on

This action by the CARI organis- all future demonstrations. In any
ers and the IMG must be condemned. united front slogans may be raised

the establishment of bans and pros-
criptions in the labour movement—

: poﬂﬁun for mm‘ﬁoqm
party. In the Imperiaiist heartland
‘it defocusses from the central tacks
of exposing the alibis of the Carter's
and Owens and miobilising the work-
ing class to block arms and supplies
to thair direct saentsinlran. -

On thra2 recent demonstrations
in solidarity with the struggle in
tran the Spertacists have been excl-
uded from the rnarch by the organ-
isers.

At the CARI demonstration of
Decamber 17th in London the

We hsld no brief for the principls
slegans of the Spartacists. Bui the
CARI/IMG action (supported by
the SWP) establishes a precedent of

allowing the police to intervene in .

labour movement and solidarity -

demonstrations end actions. It means
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Key task to brezk the Army

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER-Nc 4 Fabruary 1979

which other sections of the United
Front find objectionable or even
reactionary. Differences within the

labour movement must be settied by

argument, not by the use of goon
squads or the capitalist police. -

-

_ Tiwe continusd savags repreds- * tha Shah and his uicasy American f‘mmohumﬂoaofdlﬂu
iun sinca the Shah's fligha hica- ! mastars urge caution. They fear oppressed classes and strata in
writtsn in the blced of hundreds that in any attemptzd solution iran, though directed against the
of couregacus Iranicns G truth the military machine might Shah and mystified in religious
that the military boneportist disintegrate. Neverthelessthey ideology presents an enormous
tyranny stlil exists, it mercly has will let them off the leash if threat to private property whether
a new and pathotic ‘bonanarte’, Bakhtiar fails to blunt the masses’ ' sacred or profane. For the masses
The Bﬁmmzméhdm offensive. Balhtiar's role is to most imi'l'm:gylt. ::l neads will
pracorioushion U emporery ¢ pacify on not be met by a regime however
_impasso botween The pakid reac- hand mﬂ:mrzsm :::,n;,d_ “Islamic’, which is based on its
ionaiies of the Wigh mand and ing with the religious lcadars on pnurnﬂon. On the other

.2 maes movenient on the

hand it is in the direct interest

the other—hence his ted g
strsots, the bazaar mrs.ha.uu, flight to Paris to tllka:;.:(':lpoﬂﬂﬂl. of the masses that the discipline:
the stucents and the striking Khomeini, as leacr of the and cohesion of the army disint-
workars, who have maca lran Oppoasition is subject to egrates complately from the ranks

‘ungevernable’. Bakhtier may - massive pressure from the varied upwards. Not one stone of the
wall bs, as the Americen Magazine ‘forces making up the anti-Shah fortress of repression must be left

Newswoak puts it ‘philosophically—

a Swadish styla Social Democrat’ his refuge in Paris has been the * ‘has this fortress remained fundam-
but hﬂ is ﬂ’d not to a mass scene of many depﬁmom urginu .ﬂulv intact m ." ‘ﬂ‘.
raformist. veorkers organization " compromise. The National Front massacres?

in a stakla metropolitan-capital- Danus Farouhar to Paris i in The Iranian army is massive—

sm, but to the Iranicn High mid January. At the same time between three and four nundred

Coramand, in the middle of a Khomeini received a five man thousand men. The military
rgvclution. The Paris daily ‘Le delegation from the Teheran command pursues the policy of
Mende’ is nearar the mark when Chamber of Commerce and keaping the army constantly on

it puinis out thet Bakhtiar is a Industry which complained of the move by means of massive

graat admirer of General de Gaulle,

and regards himseif as & ‘man of ruin facing them if the strike thus protected from ‘contamin-
dyoision”, Cleerly ha would like | fcontir¥ies; |Khomeini never-the- ation’ by being stationed for long
tn play the role of a ‘domocratic tess retused all comprormise among civilians. In addition Turk-
‘Lonaparte. before his r*turn to Teheran, ish-speaking soldiers from

The slegans of the cemonstrat- though the: . was vacillction Azerbayan will be used for
ors however go to the heart of the amongst his advisors over repression in Teharan—Shirazi
metter ‘Bakhtiar—eckay without Bakhtiar's projected visit. Khomei- soldiers in Mashad etc. In add-
power’. Balktiar is in tha last ni has throughout the struggle ition there ara aiite sections—
instance a pawn of the gencrals. called on the army to desert the highty privilegad and indoctrin-
He iscues orders for the soliders regime. Initially he appealed to ated like the 10,000 strong
to guard Teheran airport and the genarals to ‘rally to the caus Imperial Guard whose Harid
they slume it Hie laeves ovtess af the nation’ (Le flonda . - Brigade was paraded for -
for 'no shooting’ and 20 are gunned 31.10.76). In thefew days journalists at the Lairzan Barracks

clown as the Imperizl Guard runs
amok. The Generals would like

.coalition. Over the past menth

the industrial and commercial

since his return, Khomeini has

standing upon another. Butwhy.

helicopter fleets. Soldiers are

in late January. But-even this -

made it clear that he is not co- hardened corps is not immune to
to smash.the who'e opposition, mmittad to breaking.up the’ the effects of what they are
to sl:usﬁs:#amalaadmmd army and the power of the doing. In December three

;. THey'would, in such an
went nndouht haeolly edd

Generals, In fact there are ser-
inus tigne of an attemntad

enlisted man burst into the

[}
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_ tmperiaiist Reg'me, 1ts styangth-
—betwer ° three and four hundred
thousana represents 3% of the
employed population. The average
soldier is paid considerably more
than the masses of urban and
rural ppor, though less than a
skilled worker. As far as possible

_they are isolated from society,
‘sarving hundreds. of miles from

* their area of recruitment. They
are themselves riddled with agents
and informers of Military Intell-
igence. The disaffection of the
troops used to slaughter demonstr-
ators has reached fever pitch at
various points, Units have joined
demonstrators or refused to fire
but the prevalence of incidents

:where soldiers have shot themselves

or:the events at the Lavizan Barracks

outside Teheran in December where
. . three enlisted men burst into the
‘pfficers’ mess and sprayed its
inmates with machine gun fire,
“indicate the still isolated nature
Zof these outbursts. Army morale
“is.uncertain but not broken.
. The Officer Corps is an elite
even more divorced from society.
‘Some military schools take pupils
'Y years of age. There has been
mmmum

civil or religious. The high command
comsists of ferocious 1oyalists to

the bonapartist regime. Although
two of the most blood-thirsty
reactionaries General Gholam

Ali Oveissi, ex-administrator of
martial law in Teheran and General
Khosrodad, chief of the “air cavalry’

" have been removed or posted to

distant garrisons, the cutlook of
the High Command is well summed
up by a spokesman for the pro-
Shah politicos, “At the moment

the commanders don’t know whether

to chop (Khomeini) up for dog meat
or to use him for target practice.”
(Guardian 22.1.1979).

“. iost of the Generals and the

Ufficer Corps know that they
have little to expect except popular

. vengeance once the weapons of

repression slip from their grasp.
They have no perspective expect
to attempt to drown the movement
in seas of blood. The masses of '
rank and file soldiers, on the other
hand, can be won over; the

isolated mutinies reveal this, But
to produce a massive breakdown of
morale such that the soldiers

break ranks and join the masses,
pass arms to the workers, peasants,
studerits, arrest their officers etc
requijres decisive organised action

: on the part of the masses..

“There can be no doubt of the
heroism and willingness to
sacrifice of the masses in the
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Beware of the Rehguous Ieaders
No to an Islamic republic

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No.4 February 1979

The Ayatollah Ruaholiah
Khomeini has said that he regards
the mass demonstrations in
December and January as a
referendum in his favour and as
a mandm to name the members

provisional council made
up of ‘Moslemn believers’, a new-
_premier and a provisional govern-

ment. This government would prepare
elections, Khomeini, in an interview
with 2 Beirut newspaper, has indicated

that he does not accept the idea of
- a-Qne party system (Economist
“13.1.1979). Further he prodaufns
that “an Islamic government is not
backward looking. We approve of
civilisation but not that which

+ goes against the interests and dignity

of our people.” Does this make

Khomeini a democrat? Far from it.
The Shia hierarchy, of whom

he is the spokamsan, have as their

ideal a Moslem theorcracy, Over

. the last fifty years the Muliahs

have»fnst control over education and
the law which have been secularised.

_ They have lost the ‘waqf’ lands

which financed the mosques, and
they have lost all influence over
government policy—most notably
the power to enforce Islamic
precers with regard to women and
famuly law. Empty of progressive
content as most of the Shah's ‘ref-
orms’ were, the restoration of the
hi_er_l_rchy’s power in all these
areas would clearly be a reactionary
act. The complete separation of

' Mosque and State is a measure in

the direct interest of workers, poor
peasants, students and intellectuals,
women and the national and
religious minorities.

At the level of state power
Khomeini wants to build in a veto,

-

streets. The crucial question is
leadership, strategic goais ana spe-
cific tactics, The bourgeois
oppositionists in the National Front.
fear the collapsa of the Army more
than they fear a military dictatorship.
The highly socially conservative
goals of the religious opposition
offer little to the sons of peasants
and workers in the army. Neither _

« does Khomeini wish to launch an

insurrection. He hopes that mass
demonstrations plus the creation
of a shadow provisional govern-
ment will be enough to win over

a key secticn of either the high
comrnand or the Islamic na

ist colonels. Nor is Maoist guerr-
illaism appropriate to these tasks.
Strategically it rgjects the goal of
proletarian revolution and thus
subjects the workingclasstoan *
alliance with the ‘national
bourgeoisia’ and the ‘progressive
alliance’. It elevates guerilla struggle
itself to a strategy and thus has not
built its base in the factories and
worlcplaces and does not base itself
on the self-organisation and self-
activity of the working class.
Workers’ councils, a workers”
militia the turning of the general
strike into an insurrection, require
a party with a completely differgnt

. perspective.
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or the power to nominate candid-
ates, for the Shia clergy at all
lgvels. in an interview with Le

" Monde (10,1.1979) he makes this

clear, “We will charge a committee
to proceed viith consultations to
form an Assembly. The people
‘have already pronounced their

" will to have an Islamic government.

But if a referendum is necessary
on the legal basis for it, we will
not refuse this.- The Committee
would consist:of believers. It
could include ulemas either
with full or with observer stptus.
We will propose a candidate Yor

_the presidency of the Republic.
-" He would have to be elected by
- the people, Once elected we would

support him, The laws of an
Is!armc govemmmr mnld be the

CONTINUED oN NEXT PABE
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s of Islam,” Asked what the :
attitude of such a government would
" be to.non-believers, Khomeini

replied, “We would try to show the
way to salvation to these people.
/T they do not want this they will
be free in their daily life providing
they do not foment plots harmful
to the people and the country.”
Khomeini’s closest political
ally in secular politics is the
politician Mehdi Bazargan head
of the Iran Liberation Movement
which stands outside the National
Front and is opposed to the
inclusion of social-democrats in
any future government. Bazargan's
party is avowedly Islamic. Thus the
goals and political allies of the
religious opposition are far from
consistent democracy. Indeed an
Isiamic Republic designed according
to their wishes would be a plebiscite
bonapartism, albeit with a populist
and anti-imperialist colouration.
The structure of the Mullah-led
opposition is powerful and danger-
ous, Its main social base, the
bazaar merchants of Teheran,
dispose of an efficient organisation
headed by five leaders each of
which has a network of sub-leaders.
These can mobilise garigs of "luti’'—
unemployed youth, bazaar porters
and labourers, Each major leader
is reported as being able to mobil-
_ ize 5,000 ‘luti’ within half an
hour. This ‘Milttia’ can be a
serious threat to the working class.
The religious opposition itself

is also increasingly weli organised.

. Teheran is subdivied into nine

districts each headed by a ulema,
controlling the base organisations
officered by Mullahs, The nine ulemas
form a council in daily touch with
Khomeini. According to the ulema
Moussadeh, the Shi'ite hierarchy aims
to form such councils in every town.
Moreover, “These will be perman-

. ent councils which will occup them-

selves as muech with political life as
with religious, since in Islam the two .
are tied up together.” (Nouvel.-
Observateur 15:21.1.1979).

Despite Khomeini‘s declared
support for the oil strikers and
despite the undoubted fact that
most lranian workers have massive
illusions in the Ayataollah, the forces
he heads—the Bazaar and the Shi‘ite
clergy are and can be only temporary—
military allies of the Iranian
working class in the fight against
the Shah and the Generals, The
hostility of the religious activists
to the class interests of the workers
is already manifest in the Mullah
provoked attacks on demonstrators
who carry red flags and in their -
strident anti-communism. Le

 Nouvel Observateur (No.740)

reports the following, “The Jeft
milieu is beginning to get alarmed,
A few days ago, at the Behechestre
Zahra cémetery near Teheran in
the middle of a crowd listening
attentively to the mullahs a worker

. stood up to speak on the problems

facing the proletariat, He was

Opportunists and sectarians -on Iran

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No. 4 February 1979

shouted down with-cries of :fDeath

to the Shah! Death to Communism!! "

The task of revplutionaries, of
Trotskyists, in Iran is to raise the
alarm in the working class, difficult -
as this task will he. To warn worker-
militants, to win them away from
the Ayatollah and the Mullahs
and to resolute opposition to an
obscurantist Islamic ‘Republic’.

The masses, including the workers,

' follow the Mullahs because they

‘have illusions in the democracy
and national freedom that they
believe this republic could bring
and because Khomeini appears
to want to smash the Shah's
SAVAK tyranny, The religious

' leaders and their National Front.

hangers on must be exposed by
mobilising workers around real
democratic demands centring on.
the call for a constituent assembly
unfettered by  vetos and elected
by universal suffrage. To fight for
_this, class organisations of the
proletariat free from Mullah tutelage
must be formed, factor committ-
ees, workers councils, trade

unions and the militia necessary to
protect these. Above all a revolut-
ionary political party is the central
need, one which can spearhead
these organs of struggle and
workers’ democracy: ‘A party
pledged to fight for democratic
rights: against an Islamic Republic
and for a Workers and Peasant
State in Iran. ;

'THE INTERNATIONAL MARXIST GROUP

The United Secretariat of the
Fourth International (USEC), and
their record of opportunism with
regard to the Iranian revolution,
will prove a fatal guide to its

ollowers in Iran.

.. The position they have argued
is identical to that of the Mensh-
-eviks in pre-revolutionary Russia
-who argued, against Lenin and
sthe Bolsheviks, that the workers
movement should focus on the
struggle for bourgeois democrat-
ic demands aiming later to
utilise the freedoms afforded by
bourgeois democracy to build

a wogkers party in preparation

PAGE 10

- for the next stage of the historic-
al process—the struggle for
iali

In September Tariq Ali
outlined the ‘key tasks’ of the
fight to overthrow the Shah as
~"the establishment of a

.republic, restoration of trade

unions and political parties, free
elections on the basis of universal

adult franchise to elect a

Constituent Assembly in order
7o draft a constitution, total
nationalisation of all the oil and

multinational companies,”

Ali calls for a bourgeois, not
a workers republic. All the

measures cited are bourgeois-
democratic and the Constituent
Assembly is to finalise the
bourgeois revolution, to give it
constitutional form.

The excuses advanced for the
Muslim clergy by Socialist
Challenge were introduced with
an analogy from a bourgeois
revolution—“Charles rhe first too
was overthrown by a movement
which spoke with a religious
voice.”’ The most Socialist Chall-
enge can muster is a sly wink in
the direction of ‘‘something more”
than a bourgeois revolution taking

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PN T A TR, a dynanice
pm‘;tl:cvgyfs ‘riore lasting.
a ﬁu&ux.:g:ig.m.gd o
Is this just a quirk of the

editorial {;fg:u of Soc;almth
Cluﬂenze ot at 2ll. In an interv-
iew wita Iranion Trotsloyisison
12th Cetober 1578 we iind a3
the sole staiement of tlxns . -
“Iranicn revoiutionaries must call
for the overti.row of tise Faiiiavi
monarchy; its replacersent by a
republic, ci:d the esiablihment
ofa cous‘i.‘umt escembly frecly
elected tiroush vaivereal suffrage.”

- In an editorizl etatement on Iran’

(Socializt Gu..axg,e9 11.1978)
‘which was made aiier (e erupt-
ion of the n;;.:ﬂE:i mm
strikke wave the MG a
‘few hints that o bourgeeis
was not all that was at
stalce “Enuxsrmrﬁr- 5
m‘aﬁqm:-mmmya
mxw zf.:"r yrauz: of

M’oww orgapisstionsof mrhm
power—not simply to get rid of -
their prezent ruler, but (o seize
‘their own destiny once ai:d for

does to Troteky’s ‘Termanent
Reveclution’.

The Eznizn werkers took our
‘scientisis’ by such surprize as to

~world war usder’’n

force them-in tie direction of
calling for sovicts azid woskers
power. Put o2e waek later
Socialist ChaZenve was equivoc-
aiing ezain. Wiia sovizis may be

. “the most favoural! develop-

ment” the *viizl part of our
armoury” {or e ILIG reimainad
e “oversizrow of .2 zmcnarchy,
immeciate elections, convocation
of ¢ Constisucit Assemlly, freed-
UG skt nortizs ang-
fende uions M{UE 10.11.78) -

© ‘Sociaiian, prolotarian revciut-

[ion scvizis are for the IMG:?..-?-' :

ible ‘favoerubla dev qnpmcnt
TReveuiionaries shon'd no doult
produce properznda alout them.
'Bat the cenne-p..:ce of the IMG/
USFI’s agitation is ‘@ numbenof
interrelated deinocratic slczm i3
cantering on the Constituent °
Anzmb‘y (SC 14, 1" 1978)
Vikat tresa “Trotayicts” fail to
‘ungerstand i &t covinots sad the
profeizusn igvaiticn are not
gifts of thedictoiec] process in

the losc:'ce ©i whiclievolation-

ar.a make do with borsgeois
demecracy. They are the siratogic
geal to wﬁ.a:hwevol‘..ama

, gear &1 thicir tactics,

Nowhere in the IMG/USFI's
material o we oven find aclear

- statemeat ihst to be successful in
' its bourgecis-demecratic and anti--

. = Row dha Teaate
fixpericiist tauks the lianisn
‘Revolution niuss L:come a
proletarian revelution. Al the
experience of the mgjor revolut- -
ionary upkeavails from tie first
3 the {act that
‘aeanccracy’ is not a consolation .

prize for a failed revolution. The
outccine is aimost certainly
; bioody repressivn and military
cicialontp. A sination like
Veimar Gem:::ny or Portugal st
Presant isthe mest ‘favourable’
gltcrnative to such repression and,
without @ renewed and successful
prolciatian siruggle for power, it
will prove tut a preparation for it
With a recy assurance that*at
least’ the Iranion revolution will |
guarantee demociacy the IMG/
.USFI has start=d to count its -

electoral chickeng [before.they
have evea hoichad. T

1gno.2, or reh..ce to Bgda, the
tasks of cen 3 the workers |
strilke committees into soviets,

of calling for an armed workers
militia, for the preparationof an
insurrcction to smash the Generals
conivol of the armay, for absolute
working clasa m._ep.néenoe from
‘the Muliaks snd opposition to
their plans for an Islamic

Trusting to the Constituent:
Aczzmbly to institutionalise '
demcceratic rights tlicy see the key

- task s “Yo take full advaniage of

them in terms of developing a

sociclit press, trade unions and

prepaiinga powerful electosal
vention” in the manner of =

FCCEP in Pevu: (Socialist

Chailenge !S 11979)

As the Mcasheviks before

tiema the Socialist Challenge edit-

ors have their eyes fixed on an

electorzl intervention after the

- successful bourgeois revolution

not on a progrommé for the

- struggle for workers power.

T (NTERNATIONAL SPARTACIST. TENDENCY

Taenieiuauonal Spartacist -
‘Tendency’s position on Iran is
living proof that a sectarian resp-
onse to opportunism ledds to
- \grrors as bad if not worse than

‘those of the USFI. Starting from
aneed to coutzadict the SWP(US)
and the Iraniun Studsnt milieu the

smm raised the slogans
o with the Shah! Down with

the Mullehs!” Posisvely delighted
by the outrage of Iranians—moslem

* a fact witnessed by
theirinsul epithet ‘Muliah
lqun’ and the chortles of

t about Iranhm‘glnven to
frenzy by our slogans’
Spartadstssn);udonthe
dtpwy to comfjlete
abstention from the struggle
against the Shah, worse toan -
endorsement of their own ruling
o s e
chm.agaiﬂttheuullahled
as a result of which
- they characterise the movement
as one of ‘clerical reaction’. A
_number of these charges amount

to uncritical retailing of the
chauvinist rubbich which filled
, the American press throughout
the Autumn. The Mullahs they
claim wish to restore Iran to the
7th century AD, to the period
of “the expansion of Islam by
fire and the sword.” They wish to
introduce savegs Islamic law
unishments; stoning, public
ging and whipping eic. They

wich to enforce the wearing of the

veil and the removal of the rights
given to women by the Shah. To
this Iist they add Khomizsini’s
amnte to slauzhter the working
militants on the pattarn of
‘the Indonesian mul'abs in 1965.
they cite his ‘hatred-of westemn
wivilization® quoting as a fact that
‘the Tsiamic Republic” will be
shnply*tvbmtalmlhtar'r dictator-

1%' artac’zi'sdonotnctﬂct
thtirmcmtotham
se2 the masses participa mthis

movement as tctal dupes, withan’

appetité*for genocida
“But you have to look at the

' slogzms of the movement, restore
the clerical lands, restore the veil,
ban everything that sort of
represents Western Progress, @xpel
the foreign workers. In terms of
the indizenous national minorities
it could only be intensely genoc-

.idal in appetite.” (Workers™
Vanguard 5.1°79). Khomeini

may well-harbour some or all of
these decires. Certainly some .
mullzhs undoubtedly do. Reserv-
ations do have to be made however
even here. Shi’ia Islam explicitly -
allows re-interpretation by the
ulemas of the canonical
of Islam: Khomeim—although he
opposed the Shah’s reforms on
muklim divorce in 1967 has

Tecently told a visiting delegation
of women that he would n
bring back polygamy; “One
wife is enough” he remarked. (Time
5.2.79)."Also among his

,disciples in Paris were a number
‘of nnveiléd women, and despite

‘the recrudescenee of veil-wearing
CONTINUED ON NEXT rAGE



an act of defiance against

. tiadi's regulation outlawing
it} it is plainly untrue that the
movement is explicitly for the
¢turn of women to the seclusion
of the home and their submission
«¢ barbaric punishments. Such a
movement eould hardly draw into
st-eet protests and confrontation
with the troops vast numbers of
women veiled and unveiled.

/s for the national and religious
minorities as ' we have warned an
Isiamic Republic:is likely to prove
a severe threat to their rights and
liberties but it is wrong to sav the
movement at present is consciously
aimed at them. Large contingents
ot jews and Azerbayanis took
part in the demonstrations in
January and were loudly cheered .
by the crowd. Afghan workers .
homes have been guarded against
pogromists whipped up by
Bakhtiar’s campaign against
‘communist immigrants’ and the
call for foreign workers to get out
was raised by Arab speaking
workers in the oil fiell)cels against
the highly paid English and Amer-
ican overseers and ‘experts’. Other
charges are similarly gross distor-
tions worthy of the capitalist
vellow press. Khomeini the
Spartacists tell us “wishes to
restore feudal leges, to restore
. the church lands to this parasitical
caste.” (WV 5.1.°79). Khomeini
has uttered no statement about
undoing the land reform and his
peasant supporters would be more
than surprised to hear.it.

Why do the Spartacists have to
retail this collection of half-truths
and unsubstantiated claims? The
answer is simple, they wish to
abstain from support from the
mass struggle against the Shah.
When they say ‘Down with the
Shah!” they in fact in¢lude a

proviso—only 11 it is the workers
led by communists who do it.
They oppose absolutely any
military co-operation with the

‘non-proletarian oppositionists.

This position would mean
abstention from the demonstrat- .
ions, from the confrontations with
the troops (called ‘suicidal’ in WV
15.12.’78). In the event of an
uprising and barricade fighting
between the army and the people
it would again mean abstention.
To justify this absurd and react-
ionary position the Spartacists
have gone all the way to white-
washing the Shah himself.

“What we need is a party that can
transcend this kind of national
chauvinism and counterpose a
‘proletarian class axis to the
current instability. In the absence
of that one could more easily
Justify giving support to the Shali,
as the Soviet Union clearly is
doing, than to these Mulim
clerical reactionaries, because if
they are able to consolidate
power all the evidence is it

could only be worse than Indon-
esia for the working class, for the
peasants for the national minorit-
ies and the women.”

(Workers Vanguard 5.1.°79) (our
emphasis WP).

Let us assume that the Spartac-

. ists do not wish to become *State

Department Socialists’, Then how
do they end up with these absurd
and shameful positions? Bascially
they leave Imperialism out of
account. For them a direct
military intervention is the sole
condition under which the .
opposition could be given military
support. The Shah, installed by a
CIA engineered coup and support-
ed by thousands of CIA, and
military advisors is an agent of
American and British Imperialism.

R T R

Khomeini prepares attack on Left

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No.5 March 1979

The insurrection in Teheran was not
a biow to the Shah’s generals,@llone
eight of whom have now paid for
their crimes before firing squads.

it was also a serious blow to the
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,to
the mullahs and to their bourgeois
allies. Khomeini and Bazargan had
been involved in intensive negot-
iations with the generals for a
peaceful transfer of power to
themselves. Whilst the assault on
Doshan Tappeh was going on ,
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mullahs in loudspeaker vans tour-
ing the area pleaded with the att-
ackers to go home on the orders
of the Shi‘ite leader. They were
ignored. The worst fears of both
the Ayatollah and his allies have
materialised. The army has dis-
integrated and the masses are
armed.

The calls of the Ayatollah for
guns to be handed in to the mosques
mosques have been largely ig-
nored, Workers on strike have

The American ‘advisors’ enjoy
extra-teiritonal siatus in lran.
American capital exploits Iran
drawing super profits from its oil,
from its industry and from agric-
ulture. Iran is in Lenin’s terms a
semi-colony. The masses, despite
all their illusions, are struggling
against “his Imperialism. If the
USFI draw from this the conclus-
ion that working class can simply
tail the mullahs. If they refuse to
pose the central need for working
class independence and leadership
then the Spartacists turn this on
its head. The mullahs are simply
reactionary—identical to

' reactionary petit bourgeois move-

ments in mpemust countries
like the Pomadlsts in France.
Whilst we in no way hide that
the positive goals of the mullahs
are not and cannot be those of the
working class we do argue that
Trotskyists must participate in the .
actions against the Shah and the
Generals. Whilst arguing for
proletarian independence in
stratezic goals (workers and
peasants republic) for consistent
democratic demands (including
secularisation), for proletarian
tacncs (mass strike, workers
militia, winning over the rank and
file of the army, for the armed
insurrection, the workers must be
willing to ‘st:ike together’ with
the mull=hs, bazaaris, students,
peasants etc, ie to form a de facto
anti- unpmaast military united
tront. In Trotsly’s words
“We do not solidarize ourselves
for a moment with the illusions of
the mar<zs; but we must utilise
whatey. s is progressive about these
illusions io the utinost, otherwise
we cre not revalugomm but’
contemptible pedcnts.”
(Trotsky on Spain)

only returned to work slowly :
and grudgingly and there have been
protests from workers’ represent-
atives about th2 high handed and
undemocratic hijacking of the |
revolution by the mullah-dominated
revolutionary committees. Yet,
despite the crucial role played by
the worlkers and the armed masses
in the overthrow cf the Shah, State
power has not passed into their

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



hands but into those of the shad-
owy ‘Islamic Revolutionary
Committee’ of the Khomeini en-
tourage. Bazargan’s cabinet is a
poor second, existing mainly to
provide international respectab--
ility. This governmental appar-
atus is in no sense a gain for the
Iranian masses. Indeed, it is seek-
ing to cheat them of the fruits
of their suffering and sacrifice
during the last fifteen months.

Stampede

Khomeini, faced with this
situation, has a three-pronged
strategy. Firstly, to reconstitute
the professional army as quickly
as possible and to disarm the
guerillas. Secondly, to stampede
the masses into endorsing the
‘Islamic Republic’ through a
‘referendum’ and to establish
a conservative bourgeois regime
in office. Thirdly, to isolate,
disarm, and then crush the Left
forces — the Fedayeen, the
Tudeh and the factory and
strike committes and to force
the workers back under the old
conditions. :

- With his first objective, re-
establishing the army, he has real
problems. Rank and file soldiers
and airmen have vetoed the
choice of Bazargan and the Rev-
olutionary Council for top comm-

and positions. Bazargan was forced

to withdraw his nominee for Air
Force chief. The soldiers of the
16th Armoured Division arrested
the Brigadier-General appointed
by Khomeini's Council — he has
subsequently been executed. In
most barracks continuous soldiers’
meetings are taking place and de-
mands for the removal of a/l the
generals, and for the soldiers’
right to veto all appointments,
have been raised. Bazargan knows
that he cannot yet order the
troops to disarm, or use them
against the left wing guerillas.

He is using a time-worn scheme,

a 'National Guard’. Constituted
“rom soldiers, mullah-dominated
militia-men and guerillas such a
force, Bazargan hopes, can perform
 holding operation until the army
is rebuilt. It could play.the same
counter-revolutionarv.role as the
French ‘National Guard’ did in
June 1848 when it smashed the
Parisian workers, similarly, the
Freikorps were used in Germany
in 1919. Revolutionaries must
counterpose to a Bazargan -
Khomeini national guard the call
for the universal arming of the
workers and peasants, the creation
of soldiers’ committees and the
election of all officers. Onlya ~
well-armed and disciplined wor-
kers’ militia can protect the wor-
king class, the national and relig-
ious minorities and extend the
revolutionary demands of the
masses.

With Khomeini's second task,
establishing his conservative
clerical-bourgeois republic, time
is of the essence. The ionger it
is delayed the more will his react-
ionary bourgeois politics be ex-
posed To reach this ‘stability”

a referendum is to take place

as soon as possible — in a matter
of weeks according to the Rev-
olutionary Committee, two
months according to Bazargan.
The masses would be stampeded
into declaring for an Islamic Re-
public and then a rubber-stamp
‘Constituent Assembly’ would
approve an already drafted con- -
stitution.

Revolutionaries have the t=sk
of winning the working class to
block this reactionary design.
Such a referendum would be aim-
ed at obstructing any advances
that the working class could make
in the present situation. To part-
icipate in it,would, therefore, be
to accept the validity of this ob-
struction.

Already the Tehran press is
being subjected to a heavy,
‘Islamic censorship’. ‘Worse than
Bakhtiar’s’ according to journal-
ists. Bazargan has asiounced

that he will vigo. rously enforce = ¢

the ‘illegality’ of the Tudeh
Party. - 87 5 r ot
Revolutionaries must argue
for immediate strike action to
“win an end to all censorship and
the legalisation of all workers’
parties and their press. They must
argue against a referendumon
the Islamic Republic and organise
the working class to boycott it.
Instead they must call for the
convocation of a Constituent
Assembly elected by universal
suffrage and with no restrictions .
on its powers either from the
Provisional Government, the
mullahs or the army.

‘Khomeini’ third task is to crush
those organisations based on and
voicing the demands of the work-
ing class. He denounces Marxists
as traitors to the Islamic revolut-
ion and threatens to ‘crush’ them.
All that stops him is that the work-

ers and the armed guertillas are too .

strong and his own muslim forces
not yet prepared to turn against

‘the workers.

Khomeini has persuaded the work-

ers to return to the factories, to the

the offices, the oil refineries, But
what is taking place there is a
ceaseless round of mass meetings.
At tham workers are engaged in
.ne formulation of demands; for
nationalization, for the ousting of

.. pro-Shah managements, for im-
_ proved work conditions, hours of

work and pay, for the presentat-
ion and extension of all the ele-
ments of supervision and control
won in the mass strikes..

It is this economic and politic-
al awakening of the working class
that Khomeini wishes to smother

.~ mullahs. 3 ¢ :

in Islamic obscurantism. To do
this he must root out the workers
leaders” the activists, the strike
organisers. Many of these-are Fed- ¢
ayeen or Tudeh sympathisers or
are gravitating towards these part-
ies.
vefeat

First he must disarm and de-
feat them on the streets. Unfort-
unately despite the heroism of
these militants |, the qrotesquely

istorted ‘Marxism ;s they

have imbited from Stalin’s Russia
and Mao’s China will make it much
easier for the Ayatollah to do this.

This ‘Marxism’ leads to a view
of the revolution as involving
rigidly separated stages. The goal
at the moment is the completion of
of a national democratic or peoples
revolution. To this the working
class must restrict itself. Its social-
ist goals — nationalisation of all
industry and banking, a planned
economy etc must be postponed
indefinitely, subordinated to an
alliance with the ‘national bour-
geoisie’ or the anti-imperialist

proletdriats class enemiés reduce:
the workers to a critical pressure
group. To: call this dangerous and
self defeating rolé the leadership
of the working class in the peoples .
democratic revolution' oes not
alter the reality of the situation one
iota. In practice it is seizing a
tiger by the tail, twisting it bccas -
ionally and defending youself
against the incensed beast with
appeals for it to recognise your
leading role. : i
Stalinist—Maoist dialectics justify
this suicidal course by asserting -
that the principle contradiction
(Imperialism versus the People)
is dominant over the fundamental
contradiction (proletariat vetsus’
bourgeoisie) at this stage.
This algebra of opportunism
has caused disaster afrer disaster in
the past two decades aloné s ‘pro-
gressive generals’ and ‘nationial
bourgeois’ suddenly ignored‘the
‘principle contradiction’ and
launched bloody offensives on the
workers. If Iran is not to be added
to Indonesia and Chile, the Tudeh
and Fedayeen militants must be
broken from these psiitics of
destruction. The Tudeh carry
out these policies in the most.
servile and grovellingmanner. A i
spokesman quoted in the Morning ~

- Star (Feb 24th) “We have shown

onr good will to Ayatollah Khom
eini by nstructing all our members
in the factories .and the oil indust-
1y to return to work™ :
Their goal for the workers

‘'struggle is a government of ‘nation-

al independence’ made up of the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAG’
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“omal Front bourgeois parties,
icligious leaders and themselves.
They offer to hold back the work-
ers to placate these allies. Allies
w ho moreover up hold the law

banning the Tudeh.

The Fedayeen are much more
abrasive, calling a large demonst-
ration (1500@ in Teheran Univer-
sity on February 22ndiin partial -
cdefiance of Khomeini’s warnings.
Their demands include the call
to dissolve the army, forming a
real ‘peoples army’. They call for
‘peoples councils’ to run factories,
businesses and local affairs. They
call for land to the poor peasants
and full rights for women and the
opressed nationalities. ..

But in the last anaiysxs they too
call for a ‘share’ in the power at
the moment exercised by the
mullahssand the bazzar bourgeois.
The Fedayeen’s ‘militancy’
amounts to a more radical list of

bourgeois democratic demands

plus the hybrid ‘peoples councils’.

They add to this a committment

to guerilla struggle “as a strategy

as well as a tactic”. This approach

is likely to prove an obstacle to the

formation of democratically contro

rolled mass workers militias.
Groups founded on thi s basis

— whether in Portugal (PRP) or in -

-Latin America show an tendency

to desert the working class at key
moment.« Either by putchist ad-
venturec. or by volutary dissapp-.
earance into the underground
when ruling class repression looms. .
To stand any chance of influ- -
encing militants or sympathisers
of the Stalinist organisations Iran-
ian Trotskyists will have to stress
a number of key positions. In the
face of Khomeini’s offensive these
should be - :
AN appeal for united front of
workers parties centred on

LR R R A R AR R A AR AR

Break with the Mullahs!

Legality for all workers parties,
trade unions etc.

An armed workers defence militia.
For a sovreign Constituent Assem-
bly. Boycott the Islamic Republic
Refer endum

The centralisation of factory and
strike committees into city wide
workers councils. -

These limited demands should
be accompanied by calls on the
Tudeh and Fedayeen to break with
the bourgeoisie and the mullahs and
join the struggle for a Workers and
Peasants Government. In no case
should rotskyists obscure their
strategic goal of working class -
power based on soviets or their
total opposition to the Khomeini
- Bazargan government. It is to the
task of overthrowing this Govern-
ment that Trotskyists must win the
organised workers, peasants, sold-
iers and opressed nationalities.

Break with the bourgeoisie!

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No.B May 1979

‘'The alliance of forces that
overthrew the Shah in Iran is
in disarray. Khomelm and
the Mu are set on firml
establishing a repressive an
.reactio ‘rule from the
mo ues. The Mullah super-

referendum - whiere the
names  of those who voted
against an Islamic republic
were noted down by the
scrutineers - has strengthened
his hand.

The bourgeoisie are anxious to
save and consolidate their proper-
ty and wealth. Their most able
representatives are to be found in

“the forces of the National Front, in
the feeble Premiership of

Arraigned against the Mullahs
and the bourgeoisie are those
forces who took the overthrow of
the Shah as a signal to extend and”
develop their democratic rights,
to organise to improve their liv-
ing conditions.

The polarisation in Iran’s soc-
iety grows more acute daily.
Ahmad Ali Izadi, Minister of
agriculture, has committed his
government to taking back land
seized by the peasants from the
old regime. There are already
reports of armed peasants organ-
ising to defend theu hard fought
g‘ams
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The minority nationalities of
Iran have organised to extend
their democratic rights. After pro-
longed fighting with the regime’s
troops the Kurds have secured
limited promises of provision
for self rule. The Turkoman
minority have waged a 2 day
armed battle with Khomeini’s
militiamen in Gonbad-e-Kavus.

Despite armed intimidation

-and harrassment women in Tehran

have foiled plans bv Khomeini to

immediatedly enforce the wear-

ing of the chador in public offices.
Most vitally however the nast

weeks have seen increased evidence

of working class organisation in _
conflict with the regime. 3.5'
millions Iranians are jobless at
present, Factories deserted by
their pro-Shah owners now lie
idle. Serious shortages are
reported and inflation is running
at between 40 and 60%. In the
factories workers are eatablishing
new trade union organisations.
There have been major demons-
trations of the unemployed -

the Bekaran - in Iran’s cities. The
unemployed have occupied the
Minietry of Justice vestibule in
Tehran. Construction workers
have demonstrated throughout-
Iran. -

The organisation of the un-
employed has met with repression
by the regime. In Isfahan at least
one person was killed when

L]

Khomeini’s ‘revolutionary guards
fired on a demonstration of the
Bakaran. But the demonstrations
have also forced certain concess-
ions out of a reluctant regime.
Bazargan’s government is now

" giving £60 a month loans to those °

unemployed that are ever 21 -
insisting “hat repayments comm-
ence 3 muonths after employment

_is resumed. The new Minister of

Labour - Darioush Farouhar -
has already made it clear that he
fears a wave of migration into the
towns to receive the loans.

With no prospect of solving
the mounting problem of the
Jobless the Iranian bourgeoisie
is not prepared to dole out loans
indefinitely with no prospect of
repayment. Like the French :
bourgeoisie in 1848; who.abolish-
ed the National Workshops forced
out of them by the French wor-
kers. so the Tranian hourgenisie

, are looking fot the chance to

irenege ‘on this inadequate
provision. -

In the face of this new resis-
tance - expressed well by a wor-

- ker representative who walked out '

of negotiations in the Tehran
Ministry of Labour saying, “Only

‘the pictures on the walls have

changed. "’ Khomeini is moving
to strengthen his hand. The ‘Leftist’
Fedayeen have been denounced

‘CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



as,““traitors to Islam and the Reva-
lution.”” The radicalised Muslim
guerillas, the Mojahaddine-Khalgq,
have been replaced by the
Mojahaddin-Englabi-Islami. These
new armed squads, pioneered by
Khomeini’s economic adviser
Banisadr, and more directly con-
trolled by the Mosque, are now
firmly established. They will be,
used against the workers and %
against those struggling to defend
and extend democratic rights.
The divisions opening up are
‘visible to all. Even the Iranian:
Communist Party (Tudeh) -
previously infatuated with
- Khomeini - realises it. But the
solution they put forward is a
dangerous snare for the Iranian
working class. Speaking in the
French CP paper ‘L’Humanite’
The general secretary of Tudeh -
Kianouri - has called for a popu-
<lar front of all those forces to the
left of Khomeini,
“....now it’s a question of choos-
ing a new direction, rifts are
emerging.”
That call, albeit in a different
.form, will be taken up by the

it

Maoist Fedayeen with thsir pro-
‘gramme of an alliance of progre-

ssive forces against Imperialism and

and reaction.

The bourgeois of Iran do have, _

their own fears of a strengéhening
of the grip of Khomeini and. the
Mullalis, There is a very real dan-
ger that the workers’ organisations
under the leadership of the .. -
Fedayeen and Tudeh will be in-
corporated by the bourgeoisie -
into their struggle to strengkhen
the hand of the Bazargan govern-
ment against Khomeini

in‘the battles ahead Iranian

: Trotskyists will have to - ress a

number of key positions. In the
face of Khomeini’s offensive and
inevitable attacks on workers’
living standards and organisations
by the Iranian bourgeoisie these
should be :

*for the complete independence
of the organisations of the waork-
ing class - (BREAK WITH THE
BOURGEOISI:, BREAK WITH
THE MULLAHS.

*for a UNITED FRONT OF
WORKERS’ PARTIES centred
“on_: legality for all workers” -~
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Executions protect Khomeini's allies

Reprinted ffom WORKERS POWER No.7 June 1979

.;The Iranian bourgeoisie and the
Khomeini led Islamic establishment
are continuing their offensive

. against the independent organis-
ations of the working class in lran.
They are intensifying their attacks

" on the Left and the movements
for democratic rights that gatherad
considerable strengthinthe -
struggle to bring down the Shah.

Prime-Minister Bazargan, ;
spokesman for Iran’s bourgeois
has openly blamed Iran’s economic
chaos and crisis on “‘excessive”’
pay rises'won by waorkers in the
last months of the Shah. He has
attacked strikes and called for

- vigilance against the left declaring
Avyatollah Motahari—the assassinated
head of Iran’s Secret Council—as a
fallen victim of the struggle-against
Marxism.

Khomeini and the Islamic
leaders also recognise the threat
that the lranian working class
poses to the creation of an -
Islamic Republic in the hands of
the bourgeoisie and the mosque
hierarchy. This was shown clearly
by the actions taken by the mosque
dominated Komitehs to prevent
the independent mobilisations of
workers to celebrate May Day.

‘ In Tehran Khomeini‘s supporters

. organised their own demonstration

in opposition to that called by
organisations of the left. In Isfahan,
where a student was shot on a
demonstration of the unemployed
in April, the local Kemiteh
surrounded the Workers House
betore tne May Day demonstration
was due to leave. The Isfahan
Komiteh challenged employed
workers with instant dismissal if
they were to join the planned
demonstration.

The mosque hierarchy has. ::
moved decisively against the
critics of the growing authority of
the Islam Komitehs. Khomeini has
called on Moslems to fight more
fiercely against secular opponents
of the hew regime than they did " :
against the Shah. S S

In May Islamic.workers omn the
paper Kayhan locked out

_ journalists midlycritical of the

regime.'Khomeini backed the -
sacking of these journalists, “the
press writes in support of traitors
and criminals, it is not our press.”
The Islamic authorities have closed
down the paper Ayandegan and
the Islamic militia have seized
anti-clerical works from Tehran's
bookstores. In the western city of

- Khorramabad bookshops have

been ransacked for left-wing books
which were publicly burnt to

parties, trade unions etc.

An armed workers defence
militia.

*For a sovereignConstituent
assembly. -
Defend the democratic right of
women and the national and
religious minorities.

"Lhe centralisation of factory and

strike committees, the organisa-
tions of the unemployed into
city-wide workers’ councils,
These limited demands should
be accompanied by calls on the
Tudeh and Fedayeen to break
with the bourgeoisie and the
Mullahs and join the struggle for
a Workers and Peasants .
Government. Ia no case should
Trotskyists obscure-their strate-
gic goal of working class power
based on soviets or their total
oposition to the Khomeini-
Bazargan government. it 1s to the}
task of overthrow:ng tms Govern-
ment that Trotskyists must win
the organised workers, peasants,
soldiers and oppressed nationali-

. . ties.

Ry
iy

cries of “Islam is victorious,
Communism is destroyed.”

The new regime continues to
face mounting demands for auto-
nomy from the national minor-
ities of Iran. Kurdish leader Sheikh

. Ezzredin Hosseini has called for

the solidarity of the Arabs, Balu-
chis and Turks in the battle for

. automony. An unofficial militia

in the Khuzestan Arab region has
attacked, and briefly held, the -
town ‘of Masjedzez Soleiman. -
While moving to destroy the
independent organisations of the
workers, and democratic rights
for journalists and nationalities,
the Islamic-councit has still had to
claim to be'waging a struggle to
destroy the‘forces of the hated
old regime‘and to'commit the
regime to the struggle against
Imperialism. “~*° 0o C s
The much publicised secret
trials and executions, the death
penalty pronounced on the Shah

and the planned show trial of 13-

ex-deputies, two senators and the
head of the Shah's National Re-
surgence Party (Rastakhiz) are a
vital part of the tactics of the
Khomeini-fed Isl ic Council.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

PAGE 15



1 hey serve to satisfy the masses
demands for retribution and the
dismantling of the old apparatus - -
w1 repression. At the same time

. iheir secrecy prevents the masses

irom openly witnessing the true
zxtent-of corfuption and torture
and the real record of many of
their new masters now parading
their credentials as fighters against
ihe Shah.

With many of the local Komi-
tehs openly using ex-Savak forces
far their work, the role of the
show trials in deceiving the masses
is doubly important.

The Iranian bourgeoisie are
ciearly unhappy aboufithe poss-
ible dynamic of the trials and
ourges. They know too well what
wruld be revealed if the masses
were free to unlock the secrets of

the Shah's state apparatus. That

. is why Bazargan, in their name,

has already raised the call for an
amnesty. That is why he is clearly
intent on limiting the authority of
the local Komitehs.

: Similarily Khomeini and his
henchmen have found it necessary
to put themselves to the fore in
organising multi-millioned demon-
strations against the US. The indig-
nation of the Iranian masses at US
Senatorial denunciations of the
trials and executions enabled the
‘leftist’ Fedayeen and the radical-
ised Moslem Mujaheddin, to organ-
ise a 200 800-strong demonstrat-
ion against US Imperialism. Kho-
meini supporters were abie to

" Efganise a larger demonstration

and send crowds against the Fed-
ayeen chanting ““These are the

S T

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No.8 September 1979

KHOMEINI has delivered his lbng

* threatened blow against the Left

and-democratic forces ih an at-
tempt to decisively halt the.

radical element of the Iranian
revolution. The yearnipg for demo-
cratic rights, for national freedom
and the desire of,workersand =~
peasants to'énjoy the fruits of
their labour and their country’s
natural wealth was the mainspring
of the struggle to averthrow the
ghah.

It how threatens Khomeini's
reactionary utopigof an-lslamic
Republic based on the mullah hier-
archy

The nationalities had to be
terrorised into submission and the
independant organisations of the
working class had to be crushed.
Firstly, the press had to be com-
pletely muzzled. Thus Ayandegan,
the leading liberal democratic
paper on opposition to the mullahs
was closed down on August 7th.

The massive demonstration of -
60 000, called in protest against
this, was set upon by organised
gangs well supplied with stones
and staves and bicycle chains. The
same bands of blackhundreds ran-
sacked the Fedayeen HQ in!
Tehran and other cities.

Khemeini used the pretext of
disorder to declare illegal, sup-
press the newspapers, and order
the arrest of the leaders of the
radical liberals of the National
Democratic Party, the Fedayeen,
the Tudeh and force the.disbend-

PAGE 16

ment/disarming of the radical - -
Islamic Mujahjaddeen,

This coup @etat was the pre-
lude to a fanatical all-out assault
on the Kurds. Though they are
demandingwonly regional auto-
nomy, their armed militias and
organisations are not subject to
the central mullah theocracy of

Quom or Bazargan's feeble ‘Govern-

ment in Tehran. )

Khoméini's assumption o1 sup-
reme Command of the Army sym-
bolises his coup which marks the
end of the political ‘dual power’
with the :liberal and democratic
forces which the Bazargan Govern-
ment straddled uneasily.

Executive power now resides =~

firmly with the 20 man revolution-

ary council, consisting of Khomeini
- and other leading Tigures of the

Shia Hierarchy and lay strongmen
of the theocratic project, most
notably Ibrahim Yazdi (Foreign
Minister) and Sadegh Ghotbzadeh.
(Head of the media). Ayatollah
Sadegh Khalkhali, the bloody
Inquisitor Gereral of the (counter)
revolutionary tribunals’ black
terror sums up. this leaderships’
project: “The mullahs staged the
revolution and have come to
power, and they will stay in power
whether the United States or the
Soviet Union likes it or not".

. The network of Komitehs plus

"+ the heavily armed gangs of ill-dis-
* :ciplined by fanatical pasderan —
. recuited from the massive, illiter-

ate lumpen proletariat of the
cities and officered by Moslem

enemies of Islam” .. ... “The
People’s Fedayeen must be
hanged”’.

1t is vital to understand that a

stable alliance of the bourgeoisie
and the Mozque has yet to prevent
the mobilisations of the lranian
masses for the final destruction of
the old regime, for democratic
rights, against unemployment and
for a decisive break with Imperial

Imperialism.
QOnly the independent organis-

ation of *he warking class, prepar-
ed'to finally break with the bour-
gepisie and the Mullahs can pre-
vent the destruction of the

. workers’ organisations, of the

democratic struggles and of the
leaders of the workers antl peasants
who have taken up those struggles.

Counter Khomeini's coup

students and sons of the clergy —
are Khomeini's chosen instrument

_for crushing the Left,

His by now famous statement -
that the mullahs ‘made a mistake”
and should have ' set up galiows
in the main squares, cut down all
these corrupt people and plotters,
declared only one party, that of
Allah” is an anachronism with red
gard to the period February to
July. He could not have done this
given the still fresh democratic
aspiration of the masses, the dis-
solution of the army, the diss-
array of the mullahs’ own followers.

But Khomeini’s statement is the
programme for the counter-revolu
utionary cou:fd etat. The profound!
ecbnomic crisis, the mounting ais-
content provokedamong the
masses must be turned against the

“left, against the minority national-

ities, against unveiled (‘westernised’)
women and against the liberals.

Hence the Komitehs demo-
gogically claim to speak for the
have-nots, the barefoot people —
the moustazefin. Their aim is to
mobilise mobs of these largely il-
literate masses against the privileg-
ed, ‘westernised’ intelkectuals,
journalists, writers and use them
to grind .the Left to atoms.

They aim to install a power-
ful bonapartist regime before the
rage of the masses turns on them.
.Having instailed their dictatorial

. machinery amoungst the Turko-

CONTINUED ON. NEXT PAGE~



mans in the North and the Arabs
in the southern oilfields, Kho=
meini has declared a holy war
against the Kurds. None of these
peoples is fighting for separation.
All claim merely autonomy ie
democratic rights within the fran-
ian state. But for the mullahs,
balancing uneasily atop the masses
and unable for much fonger to
satify their most elementary needs,
all democratic rights must be
crushed. i Bmreh o

The Kurds are:the best-armed
and homogeneous of the Iranian
oppressed peoples. It will take
more than armed gangs of the en-
raged lumpen-proletariat of Teh-
ran and Qom to suppress them.
For this task the full apparatus ot
the Shah's army 13 necéssary. T0
use this effectively discipline must
be restored. -

The councils that have sprung up
up in the barracks must be crushed.
An operative officer corps-and
high command is vital to the lran-
ian ruling class. There has been
considerable resistance by troops
to being uged ‘against the people’
and refusals to go to Kurdistan.
US: imperialism must be placated
and induced to resume full milit-
ary and technical co-operation.

The latter is moredhan willing
to do this providing the stability
of the regime is assured. State De-
partment spokesman, 1 homas
Reston stressed the need for the
“authority and effectiveness” of
the central government and though
they would obviously prefer to '
deal with Bazargan, Carter is re-
ported.to be persying a cautious
policy of “stronger support for -
the theologically driven Khomeini
regime” (Newsweek) :

Khomeini’s Black Hundred:
rule can obviously be only a tran-
sitional one. But its nestimable
use @:to behead the popular,
democratic and anti-imperialist

content of the lranian mass move-

 ent against the Shah. When this

process is completed a military
dictatorship — undoubtedly with

_ an Islamic colouring will be install-

ed. The only- foree capable of re-
sersing this btoody process is the -
iranian proletariat.

Khomeini has not yet dared to
openly confront it. The mount-
ing unemployment ( some 35% of
the active population according to
the US Department of Commerce)
and economic chaos has seriously
weakened its politicisation. Work-
ers Committees still exist in many
of the larger factories but they
have been penetrated by Islamic
agents and threatened by Kho+
meini with mass sackings if strikes
and distrubances go on.

The tramian Left’s position is
weakened by its previous com-
promise with Khomeini. The
Tadeh — the tranian©F ~ backed
the Awatollah uncritically right up
to the ciosure of their newspaper
and offices.

The Fedayeen's critical sup-
port of Khomeini's anti-imperialist
rhetoric despite their courgageous:
support of democratic struggles,
also leaves the working masses
politically disarmed..

Driven underground, deprived
of their press, hunted down by the
‘revolutionaby guards; the cadres
of the Iranian Left must re-assess
their parties and groupings cripp-
lig political weaknesses if they
are to survive to take advantage
of the inevitable crisis of the theo-
cracy.

Firstly they must strike deep
roots in the proletariat, the fact-
ories and oil fields. They must fight
for-mass action of the workers in-
cluding the general strike and for
a workers militia to defend the
organisations of the working class
against the attacks of the-Komi-
tehs.

I L

No taiing either mulan

Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No. 11 December 1978

Jimmy Carter’s Christmas present
to the Iranian people is a fleet of
nineteen warships, including two
aircraft carriers. The American and
British press have been full of help-
»full suggestions as to what could be
done with them — bomb the oil-
fields, bomb the ‘holy city’ of Gom,
* seize; the Tumbs Istands as ‘host-
ages, etc.
Miss Lillian, the born -again
_ Christians mother, has said to wild
applause that if she had a millian

dollars she would hire a hit man to
murder Khomeini. Whilst a direct
punitive strike is unlikely unless
the hostages are put on trial, the
Imperialists are busy confiscating
Iranian assets held in American
banks at home and abroad and

mobilising an economic blockade .

that will squeeze the lift out of = . i
the already staggering lranian v o
. economy. ot X

There is no boubt that should
the anti-US ferment threaten the

L L

Becondly they must break the

-political umbillical cord with
Khomeini. Their strategic goal
must be the armed overthrow of
the mullah dictatorship and the
installation of a workers govern-
ment based on workers councils
and a workers militia. They must
defend the Kurds and pledge to
convene a revolutionary constitu-
ent assembly which would, onee
elected by universal suffeage and the
the secret ballot, meet the demo-
cratic demands of the nationalit-
ies, the peasantry, women{ etc.

Difficult and dangerous as
this task is, it will be aided by the
economic impasse of the Qom
Theocracy, the rebellious state of
the army, the nationalities resist-
ance and the restiveness of the
Bazzaar big bourgeoisie lined up
behind Ayatollah Taleghani.

If Khomeini is to plagate his
beurgeois backers, effect a limited
deal with the White House/Penta-
gon and the deeply resentful Irar-
ian officer caste, he will be in-
creasingly forced to drop his mask
of father to the moustazefin (the
disinherited). :

When the ‘loans’ to the un-
employed have to stop, when the

workers committees come under
attack, a mighty wave of disillus-
ionment will sweep Iran. For this
to find effective leadership an
organisation of Iranian revolution-
aries will have had to be built even
under the terrer of the coming
months. If it is the “isolated cries”
of “Down with Khomeini” eeport-
ed by Le Monde in the demon-
strations of early August, can be-
come a mighty roar — one that can.
sweep away the Imam and his
committees as it swept awgy the
Shah and his American advisors.

Y

vital Gulf oilfields, the US Govern-

ment will send in troops to seize
them.

In Iran, Khomeini‘s regime is in
deep crisis. The new constitution
that gives dictatorial powers to the
Ir-an has met fierce resistance in
Kurdistan, in Tabriz, capital of

;. Azerbayan, and in Baluchistan,

The opposition to Khomeini comes

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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{1 8,0 varying scurces: Fhediyatow. /

lah Sharntmacfaﬁ'-spoﬂﬁdm :

servetive who favours a constitut--
ional monarchy with the Shiite
. iierarchy distanced to some ex-
£ em frm the regime, lus hunme

imperialist” stmu ﬁm Tudsh'(m- 5

critically, the Fedayeen with' con .

' siderable rescrvations. Even th!,_
HKS {iranian section ofthe Usac)
has issued a statement which ac-
cepts as good coin the anti-imper-
ialist struggle being waged by the
govermimont.

Whilstitis tha eluvaduty d

to-give jiiitarysupport toany .
armed reidstance to.a US attack,

-and to defend theright to self:,
determination of the Kurds, Tm
Turlkomans, Azenbayanis, Baluchis
aut Arabs, to line up either with
Khomeini or Shariatmadari will
hmthi. The timited Iagnlmr

¥ . anti-imperialist programme.

- There must be no class trice-in the

name of spurious mﬁ-mmnnhst
stances.

Thcphbemnfollmsof&hr—

iatmadari are motivated by a demo- -
- , cratism that must be saved from

" becoming the servant of the con-
servative iranian bourgeoisie. The |

I T

s dictatorshio chked

by ant—mpena!zst storm

‘Reprinted from WORKERDS v uwiH -No. 11

Pstheenn of the
SutrieThah end eracked his
mroanhes, the mulizh-dony

December 1979

great moDmsauuis
socked dlctatorshb :
clericalist regimae faces its

most profound erisis yet. Khomeini's project of an Islamic

Republic, despita &iis overwhelming personal influence is still

far from‘gny fqrm ﬁf 7stalﬂitv Iran faces economic eoihp:a
ent Thaproblem

solution. Tha to
by the oc

em-of the non-Persian -

“b"ﬂ‘#'miw

and the holding of

ccupation :
w&mwm&gmm acting ds a rellying
is afready allowi -

nbmtaﬂi‘md !’.hm s

hhega! arﬁmmaass m the
arizst of scoresof leftwing '~
railitents ‘antl the banning and
harrasmsng of their meetings and
damonsirations culminated in the
zrociamation of a-holy war (jihad)
against the Kurdish people.
Khameini, apppin
comiiendar i Chi Wi
sent squads of ravalwohary T
lslamic guards. (pasdars) to subject |
the renion to-awicious dictatorship. \
Aya.uilah Khalkhali, the Imam’s
-mﬂom oftKurds

, {peai merga} were forced to with-

* graw from the cities including the
‘gapital’ Mahabadefut they easily
regroupcd, gaining massive support
frormy'the population including

- she peasaniry, who clearly saw

{ “the pasdars and the pro-iChomeini

5 Wﬁmsmm asa rahid

' ‘igtion but as the backers of the

1and owners, feudalists and semi-
‘bandit elements who exploited and
battencd on the meaore resources
the'land yielded them. On the 12th
October the police chief in
Mahabad was shot. On 16th the
prime Minister's special envoy was
kidnapped. By October 21st the
psshmerga were reported as contr-
olling Mahabad once again.

The result of the expulsion of
the pasdars, the surrounding of a
number of towns and garrisons
and the rupture of government
‘communication lines, was that the
inflexible and infallible imam
changed his mind. The ‘worst of
the sons of Satan’ suddenly became
legitimate negotiators on behalf :

. of the Kurdish people Khomeini

anti-imperialist aspirations of
Khontéini’s follduiﬁ must be di-
verted fr »m powering the machin--
ery of a vicious theocratic dictator-- |
ship. Both lead to chaos and de-- -
feat for the Iranian masses and|

.the emtual-retum of dll'.lt Amer-
iean hegemony..

*UsH Break the
Economic and Mllitnry Blockade,
*Down with Khomeinis' dictates-
ship — fu:l democratic rights fw

all the pecples of lran.

“*Power to'aworkers and peasants
government based on the armed
‘shoras’ (councils) to expropriate
the domestic and foreign capitalists.

end of October the Mnister v
the Interior announced the end
ofhostmtmnrid ‘the suspension of -

- military operations. The jihad was

over, for the time being, and Islam
was far from victé

“ ployed took place in successive
weeks and spread to other Gities.
Revolutionary guards had to fire
into the air to disperse them.

In the Caspian Sea ports of

'Bandar and Euzeli, in mid October,

démonstrators burned the police
headquarters after pasdars had shot
at crowds of fishermen protesting '
at a government monopoly of

fishing rights. Khomeini was forced S

to rescind the government ruling.

In Tabriz; capital of Aurb%
open cohflicts erupted between .
the populace and the molutlunarv
guards. The Imam’s personal otwov.
Avatollash Quzi Tabatabai, sent to
investigate the nefarious doings of
the revolutionary committee and

, criticsed them

bltwrly as “conducting
like Savaki.” (He was shot léeving
the mosque in Tabriz ) (Le Monde
3.11.1979).

In Teheran leftist demonstrations
began to be held again at the
University. On 29th October
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28,300 students demonstrated

. gdemanding the authorisation df
political attivities in educational
institutiongand the reinstatement
of all those purged from July to

- September. Tudeh {the Irmun "

"“CP) and the Fedayeen 5
have held rallies of up m

. Even more ominous for the
Ayatollahs the peasantry, hitherto
rélatively quiescent since the . :
seizure of Pahlavi lands in February
and-March, have begun to organise
peasant committees in southern -
Kurdistan and in Azerbayan.
The-burgeoning social and
pohtical conflict resulted in a
major polit:cal crisis among the
leading ¢ of the Islamic
Revolut In mid-October
homolni's son, Ahmed,_axchimed g

that “The Imam'is totally alone
today . . just as he was in Qom in
1983. Thn imam sces that he is
surrounded by enamies, coming
from el!'tondanciss, parties and

Khomeini, as the lynchpin of
the conflicting fections and
cliques w:thln elerw and their
pro politicians was obviously
feeling the. strain of the tug of :
war between them. -
Tho first victim of the faction
~ Fight was the largely pomnonld
‘Government. On

off Bazargan’
November 4th the ‘Mosiem Stud-

ents Filthful to the imam Knomeini’,
occupled the United States Embassy
and took 63 hostages. On the Bth
the Bazargan Government resigned
and Khomeini handed power -
directly to the Revolutionary

Ik The “stiidents’ were and
are in fact, a tightly organised
grouping ied by Asghar Moussari--
Khoeni, holding the rank of
-hojatolleslam the first step on the -
ladder-to becoming an Ayatollah. -
Khoeni, closély allied to the
powerful general seeretary of the
leutlonarv Couﬂdl Avatolluh

H"H&Emm and tho he Revolution-
aryCouncil have besn forced to
make a'series of concessions to the
masses whose confidence, expect-
‘ations and damands have béen en--
coureged by the hug: dushitisations
and the mullahs’ demagogy. The
unemployed have continued their
demonsteations. The-oil workers
have formed a nationalunion and
gmtud Hnmic officials md man-

"in @ clothing Tactoty; the workers’
committge has won a reduction in
hours (half-day working) with no
loss of pay. Peasant committees

continue to be formed. The dems- (- -

ands and gxpectations even of the
peasants who have gained land eon-

| tinue to grow in scope and con- -

fidence. The Times (1.12.79} re-
ports a village headman as saying,
"We want industrial agriculture. -

We want a doctor in the village. We
want health insurance and another
school.’

i The Imam swung:to the side of

these “radicals’ and trwm
their slogans and programme.
does this amount to 7 Firstly,. . °
vigorous anti-Imparialist, anti-
American rhetoric, centring on

the return of the Shah. Much as
this butcher deserves his fate,
totally justified as this demand is, -
s a political demand it ismerely
wmbolic,a pulling of the American
vulture’s tail feathers.

It is a diversion from the real
fight against Imperialism, away
from the chronic problems that
face the peasanits, workers and the
oppressed nationelities of lran. |

Using the grief and rage feit by
millions of iranfans who lost their -
children, relatives, friends and
comrades in the Anti-Shah struggle,
the mullahs hope to divert the £
masses from the agents of oppress-
ion and exploitation who constit-
ute the Iranian government and
ruling classes. Sayed Hussein,
Khomeini's grandsoiy, explained #st
this role in an interview with ‘Le
Monde’. This paper summed up
his-position thus, “The blows of
American Impearialism have pulled
togéther all the internal tensions
which were unt.'mininu the Islamic
anbl!c. Mpop-
ulation in nll s cotnenent »arts

 the ambasry wrs tho most popular
event which-Itas occurren since the
overthrow of the mcnarchy.’

Khomeini himself has added to
his support for the hostage taking
certain of the Islamic radicals’ de-
mands. He charged the incoming
government with three priority
tasks, to purge the administration,
to assure the welfare of the must-
aziffin (the disinherited — Iran’s
Bmillion unemployed, the poor,
the peasants etc. ) and to proceed
to, ‘a new and profound agrarian
rdon'n.

Theexpectationsof the must-
mfﬁn of the Teheran slums have,
likewise, bean raised. ' Journalists
of the ‘Herald Tribune’ (30.12.79)
report the outspoken comment,
“They (the Islamic Council) had
better look after us better or we
will make a cecond revolution *

Even with regard to democratic
rights ceetain concessions have
been made. Papers banned in
Awugust have bean legalised. The

- organs of the Tudeh, the Mujaha-

3

ddeen e Khalg{the Isfamic guer-

- illas of a leftist orientation) the .__

Fedayeen e Khalg and the HKS
(iranian Socialist Workers Party)
have resurned publication. The
state newspapers like Ettela’atd
have carried reports of protests
against repression. On November
17th. Khomeini acknowledged on |
television that the Kurdish péople
had been wronged and that negot-
iations with their leaders were pro-

gressing well.

stm riven with mwm
 tradictions: AbolhassanBani Sael
who initially held’both the For-
eign Affalrs and Economic Min-
istries, advocates a policy of econ-
omic nationzlism. This involves
repudiation of foreign debts, att-
empts to break free of the dollar as.
the means of payment fof lran‘s~

oil and red of oll pmducuon
_to raise pricoys . Yet, Bani.
M.m hardly mm’ |

" Western mediaas the new. m
man’ before he lost decisively on
the Revolutionary Council over his
diplomatic concessions on the
question of the hostages. He felt
obliged to resign the Foreign Min-
istry to his long-time rival

Sadegh Ghotbzadah. :
Bani Sadr recognisés te danger-
ous game the grouping sround

- Beheshti andch Khoeni are playing.

. Hommdmefragmonmimofﬁn

mgummem ‘
mmash#omﬁﬂn
WMomer,‘ﬂnMif
@ strong ce goyernment, the
rwh:‘o;ﬂmwmwmﬂ
ﬁm;malnw&n‘
can't governm: a country by ‘
mumnfpemmwntmnw-
taneity.’ (LeMonde 7.11.79) :

Of course Ayatoliah Behesh--
ti and the Islamic *‘radicals”
don’t intend to do that. They hope
that the Imams’ prestige, anti-
imperialist demagogy having
them to carry the profoundly
democratic constitution, on
December 2nd, will enable thein
Islamic Republican Party to sweep
the board in the elections to the
parliament, and win the Pres- -
idency. The constitution-itself is
a violent affront to all demo- -
cratic rights. g
“dn the notorious section
_ fivey “drefted by Ayatollah
~ Buneshti himself, the religious
guardian {F@M_m

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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<leo President, appoint
.efs of the judiciary, the
rmy and the revolutionary
uard, and the members of . -
-unstitution Protection Coun-
‘l ta minority of whom can veto
iy Taw proposed by parliament).
hus not only will Khomeini's
«zrsonal dictatorship be assured
w1t it will be handed down to a
uccessor- in the Shiite hierarchy.

Opposition to the constitution
a5 increased substantially the
orces prepared to challenge
“homeini. In Kurdistan the boy-
ot was almost total with-few
clling boeths being open. In the i
l'urikcoman and Baluchi regions i
he turnout was low. In Tabriz, i
:apital of Azerbayan, where the
Auslim Peoples Party limked to
he seniar Ayatollah Kazem Shan-
itmadan, condomned the con-
ititution as “‘ushering in a dic-
storship as'bad as the Shah's"

1 demonstration of 30,000
»rotested the ballot and called for

1 boycott. The Mujaheddin and the
“tdayeen organisations issued a
iimilar call. -

The advocatds of an Jsfamic
yonapartism, based on mosque-
iominated plebiscites and dema-
jogic “anti-imperialism”, what-
wer their short-term successes,
ire cagght on the horns of a

dilemma. Iran faces an economic’
crisis of catastrophic proportions.
An economic blockade by US
imperialism will aggravate this to
an unbearable degree. The aspir-
ations of the working class, the
“disinherited” urban sub-
proletariat, the peasants and the na
nationalities as well as the stu-
dents (‘islamic’ or otherwise)
will clash ever more sharply with
the chaos presided over by the
Revolutionary Council. W

The Shia hierarchy and the
mullah caste cannot establish a
stable or homogenot:s block.A
theocracy imrthe last quarter of :
the twentieth century is a uto-
pia - and a black reactionary one
at that. e Sa

One option is a “left’ course.
This was voiced most clearly by
Khomeini's grandson Sayed Hossein.
Referring to the anti-imperialist
“turn” he said: “It allows us to
open a way to a strategic alliance
between the Islamic movement,
the lay organisations and the
Left as well as a tacti=al alliance
with the Soviet blac.”
(Le Monde 30.11.79). -

The influential Ayatollah Mon-

' tazeri - the head of the so-called

Libyan faction advocates an or-
ientation to the ‘radical’ Arabs~
states. The Tudeh party, shame-_
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Mullah's new offensive

lmrm&d from WORKERS POWER No. 15
“the butcher of Khuzestan refusing

The viglous attacks on
:if:and the Kurds in Iran still

lo not denote a finished ¢harac-!

er to the Iranian revolution. In
act the major social forces in
ran have still as yet failed to
orge society and politics in
heir own lmage Such a situat-
on poses. ‘ever more acutely the
ieed for a revolutionary work-
s party to lead the workers,
cﬁpeasants minority nation-
dities- intelligentsia out
if the bl y trap into which
he Khm Jregime is dragg-n

n%ﬂ*%

tate are still in
}ani Sadr, despite his massive elect-
iral victory has failed to block the,

lericals in the Islamic Republican -

‘arty—who, as & result of the second

ound of elections to the parliament
with attendant ballot-rigging and
:oercion) have at least 130 out of
he 170 seals. &‘B&ﬁsﬁm
1ave only 4L Admiral Madani,
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to take up a prcmxeml:up which he

claimed was “shrouded in ambiguit-
ies”’, Bani Sadr has to wait the furth-
er moves of Khomeini and Beheshti.

The reasons for the curious relat-
ionship of forces since the overthrow
of the Shah lies in the manner of
that very overthrow. I'he working
class playea the decisive role with a
general strike which shut off the oil
flow, paralyzed the administrative
machine and immobiliczd transport
and communications. The left Istam-
ic and quasi marxist guerilia organ-
isations, and to some extent the
members of the Tudehyprecipiited
and led the agmed insurrection that
cracked the mo ‘of the Shah’s
army and led to tiie arming of the
masses. But the leadership of the
movement remained in the hands of
the mullahs around Khemeini—a lead-
ership that neither the bourgeoisie
nor the proletariat has since been
able to dislodge.

Both the liberal and conservative
clerical wings of the bourgeoisie have
béen unable to establish a firm grip”
on politicat power. The National
Front of Sayjabi and Fzrouhar has

less in their toeing the Khom-
eini line could act as'a ‘go-
between’ should Iran need covert
Soviet assistance faced with an
American blockade or punitive
military action.

Whichever faction within; and

~outside the Revolutionary Coun-

cil wins out, temporarily, before
being ousted in its turn, the
working class and oppressed
masses have nothing whatsoever
to gain from them or their fake
‘anti-imperialism’. The-working
class above all must be won to an
independent class programme and
party which certainlv must relate.
to the deep anti-imperialist
aspirations of the whole Iranian
peonle, to the democratic aspir-
ations of the nationalities, women
women, the students and in-
tellectuals, to the desperate need
for land and agricultural mach-
inery that the peasants express.
But nonz of these goals can be
met without the central leading
role of the working class, organ-
ised in workers countils and

led bv a party that can make
Iran’s ““second revolution” a
proletarian one.

been unablc to reconstitute the state
machine, restore labour discipline
and contro! over the economy and
re-establish stable ties with the Imp-
erialist powers. The army remains
disorganised and ‘demoralised’. The
officer corps has been partially purg-
ed (30% of its numbers removed).
Unemployment stands at nearly 30%
of the active wage eammg populat-
ion. Industrial production is running
at only 30% of capacity. Oil output
is only one third that of the Shah’s
period.

Workers have in some sectors fora;
ed the concession of the 40 hour
week and attempts by the oil minister
Ali Akbar Moinfeffand Bani Sadr
to break the Shoras (workers counc-
ils) in the oil fields and elsewhere
~ have failed miserably. In the country-
side the seizure of lands belonging
to Tne court circie, the large pro-Shah
landlords and the agribusinesses has
partly alleviated rural distress—a
process aided by food price rises on
the internal market due to the interr
uption of food imports and the ab-
andonment of price controls. This

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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nas Tueled the routiug inflation rete,
increased the misery of the urban -

poor but temporarily raised the inc-
ome of the peasantry. ;

The bourgeoisie and the big bazaar
merchants looked first to Bazargan -
and then to Bani gadr to provide.
| ¥strong government’, They have both
“failed. Why? Basicaily because they
have been forced to share pol;ttcal

power with the petit bourgeois bloe
B emins*a by Khomeini and the

x pehesnmn, _

Co. The muilahs are armed with 2
reactionary utopis ideolowba-qed
".on Shiite islam and a demag

aimed at the small bazaaris, merchants
artisans and the massive sub-prolet-- |
ariat the moustazzifin.
been able to.dominate the masses

and block bourgeois normalisation _
and economic reconstruction and
prevent the proletariat and the pop-
ular democratic forces (thn—x_lauonal—
ities in particuiar) from seizing power
and expropiiating the bourgeoisie.
But even th&imﬂenselﬁnnﬂmml

.Imam and the sinister Ayatollaly &0
Sayyed Mohammed ‘Beheshti hn% 1
- niot had: thei wav

" “yhey cannot dispense With the exp-
ertise and al economic Know-
how of the bourgeoisie because they
cannot cmeate andslamic economy .
Much #s-these leaders would like to
cra'gte a society, dominated pplmcally
by the clergy, hased on traditional
rural society and small merchants.
Stuch a society is an impossibility in
the last quarter of the twentieth
century.

s
ma

Neither haverthey been able to
decistvely crush the left or the nat-
jonalities. This has-not been for lack
of trying. In July and August of *79
they attempted to crush the Feday-
een and the Mujahideen groups, ban-
ning their papers and mee*ings and
turning the pasdaran (revolutionary
gnards) and the lumpen gangs (the
hezbollahis) loose to murder and
intimidate them. This offensive was
checked and driven back by the el-
emental resistance of those it was
aimed at. The Kurdish peshmerga
routed the army and pasdars. The
revolts in the Caspian ports, in Tabriz
and the mass demonstrations in
Teheran opened up rifts among the
Ayatollahs and forced a demagogic
“left turn’ to anti imperialist rhetor-
. ic and the re-legalisation of the left
* groups and papers. i

This disTray was evidenced in

massive abstentions in the referend-
um on the constitution and'in the
collapse of the Islamic Republican
Party’s candidacy for the President.
Yet the mullzhs have been able to
return to the offensive. By Iate April
they felt confident enough to launch
a massive attack on the Kurds and to
drive the left from the universities.

, On20th and 21st April Islamic
radicals launched an offensive to
‘reform’ the universities. Perhaps
some of ‘the so called Islamic student
groups were sincere in believing that
the campus could be put ‘at the
service of the people’. Their utopian
populist-Islamic ideology can, how--
ever, be gommore than a stalking

g i P ol i.demac-
+ese for the reactionary @ {i-democ

“ratic, aptt communist moves of Knom-

i and Beheshti. On the pretext
:hm:t ‘marxist’ students had prevent-
ed the right wing cleric Rafsanjani
speaking on the Teheran campus
Khomehi_.dpnounced the pmverslties

; %he h@mummx;o cte_lrm

~ After two auyso o
e sprbad to other cities and which
1eft 27 dgad =nd hundreds wounded
the Feday the most miransigent -
of the leif groups, were unally forc-
ed to withdraily hen Bani Sadr
orderedthe pascigen to Inie :
‘restote order’, Khomeini s Islarhic-
jsation’ means, the destruction of
the universities as well as the crush-
ing of the left groups rights to hold
_meetings and conduct pgopaganda.

:

simultaneogsly a murderous oif-

ensive againdg the Kurds was {aunched.

‘Kurdistan must be comveu and ;
‘of all the anti-regime

| Sjements’ thundered Khomeini. This

time it meant mass slaugher directed
against the unarmed civilian popul-
ation. In the third week of May, °
fighting around Sananday left 1,500
Kurds and 500 government troops
dead. Indiscriminate strafing by
helicopter gunships and phantom
jetsstrikes turned Saqqez, 2 city of
40,000 people into 2 ghost town as
the population fled to the mountains:
Le Monde (16th Mey) reports the "
appeal of 2 Kurdisi: fighterina _
hospital in Boukan, suffering from -
hortible napalm burns, “For the =
jove-of God, because you 2r¢ a for-
eign jourrelist you must tell the whole
world what you have seen and what
we are suffering—How can Khomeini,
that fascist that dares to speak’ about

" God, let such things as these be done.

Thé fruth must be known in Iran
and outside Iran—everywhere!{
 The May Day demonstrations af -
' the left were brutally harassed by the
}'bezbollaizis using knives and throw-
ing stones. What can turm the tide
against this brutal offensive? Only
the mobilisation of the working
class—their winning away from the
mesmerising effects of the mullahs. -
Here the rote of a Trotskyist rev-
olutionary party would be crucial,
The semi-guevarist, semi Stalinist
politics of the Fedayeen—despite the
marvellous heroism of their fighters—
is of no use. Whilst the Fedayeen
have protested egainst the anti dem-
ocratic attacks of the clericals, swhilst
they have'stood arms in-hand in the
front ranks of those defending the
Kurds, whilst they have defended
the universities against the ‘Islamic’
thugs they concentzate their political

. fire on the bourgeeisie and Bani Sadr,
- passing over Khomemi’s role in silen<e’

ce. This is to disarm the working «'2
class against its recl enemies. Anti-
imperialist rhetoric is ¢heap and

" indeed confusing when “the main

enemy is at home”.

However the so-called ‘Islamic
Trotskyists” of the HKE (Iraniemn
‘Revotutionzry Wotkers Pazty), spon- |
sored by ths US Socialist Workers
Party, have adopted a position far to

- which was against

i ene to
L +“the I1SOs wante

the right of the Fedaveen. THeY fail
t.O saise the sugiiose Cliticisin o K iC
meini. This rank opportunism has
borne bitter fruit in the g:e:cent strits.
es around the universities, show-
ing that the HKE cannot even d_efe
ond democratc A, SRR on
amic Studen 2TIS: > :
t:];frlltﬁaal muddieheaded project t};at_
“the campuses should be closed . °
down and the students sent out to
work on revolutionary projects’,
the HKE played into the hands of
the reactienaries. Too late they plea-

¢ d that “This action (the hezboll-

ahi and government attacks-WP) |
nst freedom of %eeicn was not what

" to hell is paved {with good intentions.
~ gutehat follows - from so-called
Trotskyists-is 2 terrible cont_'essmn
of bankruptcy. Turning on the cour
ageous Fedayeen, who defended the
Universities, they are reported (by
Intercontinental Press May 5th

~ thus: “The HKE also fo(i)nted out

t by opposing the ©Ds occupa- °
ttlilgnst:ythepl?aaders?ﬁps of the Tudeh
Party, Fedayeen and ].}Iu;ahedeen_

bt onli‘showed their bankruptey”

Sut #lso pryed into the hands o
the Scﬂgpitalist families and their
undergroznd hit squads”.”
The wretched “Intercontinental’
continues: **Contrary to press acc-
ounts, the HKE says, there is no es*
calating anti-comiunist camp i
ot witch-hunt against the M hed-
een or Fedayeen in Iran todgy : On
the contrary we are faced with "a
deepening of the revolutionary pro-
cess”.' The HKE and its SWP (US}
mentors cannot tell the difference _
between revolution gnd counter-
revolution. Fell that to the Kurds,
tellhat to the familles 2.4 friends
of the 27 killed, tell that to the 17
stfidants expelled from a teacher
traf4fig college in Avak for being
‘Matxists’. The ‘Istamic cultural rev-
. olution’ is the real totlof reaction.

The measuring rod for a genuine

_ Trotskyist party in Iran must be its
advocacy and defence of working
class independence from all brands
of Islamic obscurantism, Its key
tack is the strugale for a militantly
secular revolutionary workers party,
for soviets, factory committels TR
trade unions free of the mosque. |
The mullahs must be discredited and
driven out of the workers’ ranks.
On democratic demands, real Toat=
skyists mnst bz clear and uncomp-
romising - Down with the reaction-
ary paranhernalia of the Islamiic Re-
public! Down with the bonapartist
roles of the Velayat-c-Faquih (Rel-
igious Guarcian of tiic State) endithe
Presidency! Down with the Revolut-
ionary Council! :

Dis-olve the faké Parliament, elec-
ted by corruption, €oercion and ball-
ot tigginz. Diesolv: the pasdaran and
arm the workers. For soldiers coun-
cils in every unit, and for the election
of officers. For a united front of
workers to smach the hezbollahi
black hunéreds!}

"

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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mmynﬁqmust ﬁgm for the
right “of all tne nationalities to seil- - -
determination, which is meaningless
urless it includes the right to separa-
{ion. Focussing all these democratic
demends - including equal rights for -
women and an end to censorship and
‘k-e Islamic Tribunals - is the demand
for a sovereign Constituent Assembly,
2lacted by universal, equal and sec-
ret sufifrage. Only the workers, peas-
anis and soldiers councils could con-
vike, guard end supervise such elec—
“ons.

. goal the defeat ot clerical reaciion,

' as well as of the Iranian bourgeoisie
and its Imperialist backers. No such
defeat can be decisive until full pow
er rests in the hands of the workers
and peasants Shozas.

The alternative, as recent rum-
ours of a military coup in Teheran
indicate, is eventually the triumph -
of black reaction in one form or an-

the right wing of the Islamic Repub-
‘lican Party will sma/Sh-the left and

T mnmmnmmaﬂnuumummmm

A Tiotskyist party most set as its

other. Either the black hundreds of .
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the worker.s organisations, and con-
solidete their power with the mil-
tary and bourgeois support, or a
General or Admiral, probably in

Islamic guise, will organise a military
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will bless. Time is running out on
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counter-revolution or worl class

power.
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